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I. GEKERAI. 



The Book of Paalma has been styled by oomc of the Gennan 
Critics, in allusion to a, portion of Grecian literature, the He- 
BREK Aktholobi; that is, a collection of the lyric, moral, histori- 
eal, and elegiac poetry of the Hebrews. Regarded in thia light 
alone, it presents a raost iuteresting subject of literary taste and 
(Mlrioaity. Many of these psalms must have been composed some 
hundreda of years before the period, which is commonly aa- 
ngned to the exiBtcnce of the Iliad of Homer. But it is not 
*ith tliem as with many of the productions of the classic muse, 
«f which the antiquity constitutes their greatest claim upon 
the attention of the scholar ; and of which tlie subjects possess 
little or no interest for the world in its manhood. It was the 
privilege of llie Hebrew bards to be employed upon subjects, 
posaesEing an interest as enduring as the attributes of God, and 
the nature of dependent man. Their poetry has the deep foun- 
dation of eternal truth. It conies, for the most part, in language 
tlie moat glowing from the very depths of the soul, rich in sonti- 
ments adapted to the soul's most urgent wants. Hence its living 
■pint, its immortal freshness. Hence its power of reaching the 
hearts of all men, in all countries and in all ages. Where In the 
whole compass of literature caji one find more of the ' thotighls 
fiiat breathe and words that burn,' tiian in the Hebrew Anthol- 
egy? Then, too, what variety ie there in the subjects of these 
Wcient composiliona ! How diverae the states of heart and 
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fortune that occasioned them ! How various the strains of joy, 
sorrow, love, hope, fear, remorse, and penitence, which come 
from the sacred lyre ! Surely his jnust be a singular human 
soul, that is not touched by some of them. 

What a sensation would be produced in the literary world by 
such a collection of poetry as is presented in the Book of Psalms, 
could it come recommended by the attraction of novelty. But 
the truth is, that, in general, the ear is accustomed to these ad- 
mirable productions, before the mind can comprehend their 
meaning, or feel their beauty ; so that, in maturer life, it requires 
no inconsiderable effort to give them that attention, which is 
necessary for the reception of the impressions they are adapted 
to impart 

Another obstacle to a proper estimate of the sacred poetry is 
the very imperfect translation, and wretched arrangement, in 
which it has been presented to English readers. Let the lover 
of poetry imagine what impressions he should receive from the 
odes of Collins or Gray, cut up into fragments like the verses 
in the common version of the Bible, and he may comprehend 
what injustice has been done to the Hebrew poeta 

The compositions in the Book of Psalms are the productions 
of various authors and periods, belong to different species of 
poetry, and possess various degrees of poetic merit. While 
some of them present the fresh gushes of excited feeling, or the 
calmer expression of the sublimest sentiments, in the boldest 
language of poetry ; others consist only in the artificial arrange- 
ment of moral maxims, in a sententious style ; or in elaborate 
and imitative prayers and praises, prepared for the public wor- 
ship of God. 

The peculiar religious character of the Psalms, which distin- 
guishes them from the productions of other nations of antiquity, 
is well worthy of the attention of such as are disposed to doubt the 
reality of the Jewish Revelation. I do not refer to the prophetic 
character, which some of them are supposed to possess, but to 
the comparative purity and fervor of religious feeling, which 
they manifest ; the sublimity and justness of the views of the 
Deity and of his government of the world, which they present ; 
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and the clear perception of a spiritaal good, infinitely to be pre- 
ferred to any external possession, which is found in them. Let 
them be considered as the expression and fruit of the principles 
of the Jewish religion, as they existed in the minds of pioni 
Israelites, and do they not bear delightful testimony to the reality 
of the successive revelations, alleged to have been made to the 
Hebrew nation, and of the peculiar relation, which the Meet 
High is said to have sustained towards them ? 

Let the unbeliever compare the productions of the Hebrew 
poets with those of the most enlightened periods of Grecian 
literature. Let him explain how it happened, that in the most 
celebrated cities of antiquity, which human reason had adorned 
with the most splendid trophies of art, whose architecture it it 
now thought high praise to imitate well, whose sculpture almost 
gave life to marble, whose poetry has never been surpassed, 
and whose eloquence has never been equalled, a religion pre- 
vailed so absurd and frivolous, as to be beneath the contempt* of 
a child at the present day ; while in an obscure comer of the 
world, in a nation in some respects imperfectly civilized, were 
breathed forth those strains of devotion, which now animate the 
hearts of millions, and are the vehicle of their feelings to the 
throne of God. Let him say, if there be not some ground fov 
the conclusion, that whilst the comer-stone of the heathen 
systems of religion was unassisted human reason, that of the 
Jewish was an immediate revelation from the Father of lights. 

The hearts of the pious for ages have felt the value of the 
Psalms, as helps to devotion ; and many have labored for expre»- 
sions, in which to set forth their praise. For its tmth as well as 
beauty we quote the following description by Bishop Home, 
who yet saw some things in them, which modem views of inter-* 
pretation will not permit us to find. 

* In them,' says he, * we are instructed to conceive of the 
sabjects of religion aright, and to express the different afiec- 

* I apeak of tbe prevailing religion. I do not regard the excelleot views of 
God end providence, entertained by a few of the Grecian philoBophen^ 
racl^ for instance, as those attributed to Socrates in tbe Memorabilia of 
Xenophon, as inconsistent with the tenor of my remarks. 

A* 
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tiona which, when bo conceived of, they must excite in our 
minds. They are, for this purpose, adorneii with the figurea, 
and set off with ail the graces of poetry ; and ]>oelry it=e!f ia 
desig-ned yet farther to be recommended by the charraa of music, 
thus consecrated to the service of God ; that ho delight may 
prepare the way for improvement, and pleasure become the 
handmaid of wisdom, while every turbulent paasfion ia calmed 
by sacred melody, and the evil spirit is still diapceseased by the 
haq) of the son of Jesse. This little volume, like the paradise 
of Eden, affords ua in perfection, though in miniature, eveiy 
thing that groweth elsewhere, ' every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight, and good for food'; and above all, what was there lost, 
but is here restored, the tree of lift in the miilsl of the gar- 
den. That which we read as matter of speculation in the other 
Scriptures, is reduced to practice, when we recite it in the 
Paalms ; in those, faith and repentance are described, but in 
these they are acted ; by a perusal of the former we leam how 
Others served God, but by using the latter we serve him oar- 

" The hjrmns of David," says Milman, " excel no less in sub- 
limity and tenderness of expression, than in loftiness and purity 
of religious sentiment. In comparison with them, the sacred 
poetry of all other nations sinks into mediocrity. They have 
embodied so exquisitely the universal language of religious 
emotion, that (a few fierce and vindictive passages excepted, 
natural in the warrior-poet of a sterner age) they have entered, 
with unquestioned ])ropriety, into the ritual of the holier and 
more perfect religion of Christ. The songs, which cheered the 
solitude of the desert caves of Engedi, or resounded from the 
voice of the Hebrew people, as they wound along the glens or 
the bill-sides of Judea, have been repeated for ages in almost 
every part of the habitable world, in the remotest islands of the 
ocean, among the forests of America, or the sands of Africa. 
How many human hearts have they softened, purified, exalted ! 
— of how many wretched beings have they been the secret 
consolation! — on how many communities have they drawn down 
the blessings of Divine Providence, by bringing the affections 
into unison with their deep devotional fervor." 
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ii< Perhaps the maledictions or imprecations, conUined ii 
^ -ef tlte paolms, muy appear inconsistent with the views whicb 
have been advanced, I am here willing lo admit the unsound) 
nesa of aome of the explanalions which have been given at 
these imprecations. Tiiej cannot nil he regarded as predio- 
tions or denunciations of the punishment, which awaits eviW 
doera. Some of them at least are wishes or prayers. Se^, 
cxxxvii. 8. But on this subject it should be remembered, tli&^ 
I. Many prayers against enemies, contained in the Psalms, 
are equivalent to prayers for personal safety. Tliey were 
composed by liie head of the nation, in a stale of war, when 
prayer for the destruction of enemies was equivalent to prayer 
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for preservation ajid si 
tiimed to pray for si 
our national festival: 
enabled our fathers 
therefore, in prayers ol 
warfare. This explan 
composed by David du 
■ .pnyers should never he 
to individual enemies. 

n. Another consideration is, (hat those prayers are expressed ' 

in the slrong language of poetry ; and that some of tlie partior \ 

uIbt thoughts and expressions, which are connected with the ' 

I ^neral subject of the prayer, result from an effort for poetic 

wbellishment and effect, rather than from vindictivenesa of 

• III. The imprecations, which are not included in tlie classes 
dwve mentioned, are extremely few. I shall not undertake to 
reconcile a part of psalms 6<Jth, iOilth, and 137th with llie spirit of 
the Jewish religion, and far less with the spirit of him, who said, 
" Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven," and who spent his last 
breath in prayer for hia murderers, " Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do ! " 

But is it strange tliat a human sou! should be embittered by 
peraecution so as occasionally to utter a sentiment inconsistent 
with the religion which it professes; that one, who had 
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even spared the life of his deadly enemy when entirely 
er, should, under circumstancBB of great provocation, expreaa 
personal feelings inconsistent with his own genornl character 
and with the spirit of his religion F Why should not the lan- 
guage of David, as well as his conduct, be sometimes inconsis- 
tent with what is right? It must be remembered too, that, in 
the Jewiah religion, the duty of forgiveness had been less in- 
sisted on, hecaiae the age was not prepared to comprehend it 
The !aw was our schoolmaster to hriag us unto Christ. 
There are no imaginable circumstances in which Christians 
would be justifiable in using tlie language of the psalms above 
referred to, or similar language, in their addresses to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

This account of the imprecations in the psalms appears to me 
to be the only one, which reaches the perplexity, which they 
occasion to the minds of Christians. It is no doubt inconsistent 
with the views of those, who inmgine that all the personal 
feelings of the writers of the Bible were suggested by the 
Divine spirit To such persons I would recommend the atten- 
tive consideration of the following sentiments of Dr. Durell, 
an eminent divine and scholar of the English Episcopal church, 
and principal of one of the colleges in the university of Oxford, 
in the last century. "The common opinion is," says he, "that 
these imprecations are prophetic denunciations of God's judg- 
ments upon impenitent sinners. This in some cases maybe true; 
but surely it cannot be so in all those parts, where they are 
denounced by the imperative ; where the author imprecates not 
against GoiTs enemies, not against the enemies of the stale, but 
against hi« ourn enemies. The most probable account of this 
matter in my humble opinion is this, that God Almighty (though 
in a particular sense the Gad of AhrahaTit and his offspring) did 
not interpose by his grace, or act upon tlie mind of his peculiar 
people, not even of their propktts, in an extraordinary manner, 
except when he vouchsafed to suggest some future event, of 
any other circumstance that might be for the public benefit of 
mankind. In all other respects, I apprehend they were left to 
the full exercise of iheit free will, without control of the divine 
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tpulse. Now God had abundantly provided, in that code of 
I Bwnil and ceremonial institutes, wliioh he had given iiia people 
for their law, that Iht poor, the fatherless, the widow, and straOr | 
ger, ehuuld be particularly regarded ; whence they ought tQ , 
have learned to be mercifid, as their Father in heaven is niercir I 
fill ; and it must be confessed that we sometimes find bucI^ J 
behaviour and sentimenlii iu the Jews, with respect to theijt I 
enemies, as may be deemed liuly Chiistian. See Ps. xxxr^ J 
13, 14, &,c. But in that very system of laws, it was also fit 
-wise reasons ordained, that they should have no interc 
with the seven nations of the CaiiaatiiUa, hut should absolutely ■, 
exterminate them { whence they unwarrantably drew thiif j 
inference, tlist they oug-ht to love ttieir neighbours, but half 1 
their enentiM, ns our Lord declares, Matt v. 43. From theso i 
devoted nations they extended tlie precept to the rei^t of maai 
iind, that were not within Uie pale of their church; 
Bonietiines to their own domestic enemies, those of their own , 
blood and communion, with whom tliey were at varianc^i | 
Hence, therefore, the horrid picture, which is drawn ot 
nation by the Greek and Roman authors ; from whom I forbea^ I 
to brin^ any inatances, as they are well known; and so n 
reus that they mig'ht fiU a volume, 

"How far it may be proper to continue the reading of thesfll 1 
psalms in the daily service of our church, I leave to the cont 
sideration of the legislature to determine. A Christian of ' 
erudition may consider theas imprecations only as the uatursl 
Bentiments of Jews, which the benign religion be professes ab- 
hors and condemns : but what are the illiterate to do, who knoiT 
not where to draw the line between the law and the gospel ?. 
They hear both read, one after the other, and I fear too often 
think tbem both of equal obligation ; and even tuke shelter 
under Scripture to cover tlieir curses. Though I am conaciou«| 
I here tread upon slippery ground, 1 will take leave to bint, tha^ 
notwithstanding the high antiquity that sanctifies, as it wer^ 
this practice, it would, in llje opinion of a number of wise an^ 
good men, be more for the credit of the Christian church to omit 
R few of those psalms, and to substitute some parts of the Gospd, 
tead." DureU't Criikal Semar&j, p. 179. 
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H The opioion has long since been explodeil, thB.t David was the 

f sole author of the Psalms. For the contents of some of thera 

prove th&t they were written during the captivity. 

According to tbe Hebrew inscriptiona, which are translated 
in the common English veraion of the Scriptures, and which fbnn 
the Italic titles in the following traoslatioD, the autliois of 
the Paalms are Moses, David, Solomon, Asaph, Heman, Ethan, 
and the sona of Korah 

But great uncertainty rests on these inacriptions, because 
HeverBl of thera are inconsistent with the contents of the paaltna 
to which they are prefixed It is, indeed, not improbable that 
the name of the author was originally prefixed to his composi- 
tion by his own hand. This is said to have been the practice of 
the Oriental poets from a very remote age, as it certainly was 
of several of the Hebrew prophets. If this were the case with 
respect to the Psalms, it is probable tiiat many of the titles 
were lost in conaequeDce of the ubg made of them in public 
worship, and tbit their place was afterwards partially supplied 
by uncertain tradition, or mere conjecture. What is certain ia, 
that many of the inscriptions are at undeniable variance with 
the contents of the paalin ^ and this fact tends to throw discredit 
on those, with which the tenor of tbe composition sufficiently 

To David the Hebrew titles ascribe seventy-one psalms. Of 
these, many contain positive internal evidence of the accuracy 
of their titles. From hia fame, as a player upon tlie harp, when 
he was invited to play before Saul, from his appellation of the 
sweet psalmist of Ii^rael, and from the tradition of antiquity, 
there con be no doubt that he was tiie author of moat of those, 
which are ascribed to him, and of some, wjiich have no title. 

"Tbe inscriptions, indicating the authorship of David," says 
Eichhom, " cannot be all right ; not however on aocotmt of the 
greatneaa of the number ascribed to him. Wiio itnows not 
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Ibit, aa a shepherd, and in a private etation, David Icnew no 
' truer friend than Mb harp ; and Cliat, when a king, he gloried in 
JUB songs more than in his crown ? The whole conrae of his 
, whether joyoos or Borrowful, he introduced into his com- 
poailiona. Who then must be aurprised at the number of psalme 
of lamentation, which come under his name ? Who ever auf- 
ftred more, or more variously, or more undeservedly, than 
Bavid ? From the condition of a ehepherd he raised himself to 
the throne. Through what hosts of enviera and enemies must 
lie have pressed before he reached it! More than once was he 
obliged to flee from the javelin of Saul with his harp in his hand ; 
what wouder, then, that it sounded his terrors? How often 
i he compelled to rove through the wilderness to avoid the 
persecution of one, who sliould have loved and protected him, as 
a member of iijs house, and successor to his tlirone ? And when 
these dangers were past, long was it before the dangers of his 
were past. lahboHheth contended with him, aa a rival aspirant 
br tiie tlirone, and until the whole royal family was extinct, he 
never fell himself at rest. Then he engaged, with various auc- 
ceaa, in war with the neighbouring kings, from Egypt to the 
Euphrates ; and at last, afler bo many victories, he was destined 
fa) find his most dangerous enemy in the person of his own son, 
• the rebellious Absalom. Amid so many and bitter caJamities, 
the number of his poetic sighs and lainentatione ia not a matter 
of surprise. Besides, is it at all probable that the brief chroni- 
cles of the Hebrews make us acquainted with all hia domestic 
ictiona through the whole course of his life? These, how- 
ever, are not less hard to be borne than public calamities." 

The characteristics of Bavid'a poetry are said by the same 
distinguiahed critic to be loveliness, and deep feeling. With 
him agrees so good a judge of poetry as the autiior of the 
Pleasures of Hope. " Hia traits of inspiration are lovely and 
touching rather than daring end astonishing, Hia voice, as a 
worshipper, has a penetrating accent of human eenaibility, vary- 
ing from plaintive melancholy to liwuriant gladness, and even 
Rsing to ecstatic rapture. In grief Aw htart is vtdUd like tear, and 
iup amvxrs to deep, wAilrf Hit waters ofaffiiclwn pass oner him; 
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or his Boul is led to the green pastures hy tlic quiet waters, or 
hia religious confidence pours forth the metapliors of a warrior 
in rich and exulting succession. ' The Lord ii my rock, and nuf 
foriresa, and my dtliwrer — my Cod, my tlrtnglh, in tiAom I 
vnUtnial — myburlder, and the horn of my saivalion, and my high 
fotetr.' Some of the sacred writers may excite the imagination 
more powerfully than David, but none of lliem appeal mora 
interestingly to the heart. Nor is it in tragic, so much as in joyous 
expression, that I conceive tlie power of his genius to consiat. 
Its most inspir-id aspect appears to present itself, when he looks 
ahroad upon the universe with the eye of a poet, end with the 
breast of a glad and grateful worshii>pcr. Wlioii he looks up to 
the starry firmament, his soul assimilates to the splendor anil 
serenity, which he contemplates. This lofly but bland spirit of 
devotion reigns in the eighth and in the nineteenth Psalm. Sut 
above all, it expands itself in the hundred and fourth into a. 
minute and diversified picture of the creation. Verse after 
verse, in that Psalm, leads on the mind through the various ob- 
jects of nature as through a mighty landscape, and the atmos- 
phere of the scene is colored not with a dim or mystic, but with 
A clear and warm light of religious feeling. He spreads his 
sympathies over the face of tho world, and rejoices in the power 
and goodness of its protecting Deily. The impression of that 
exquisite ode dilates the heart with a pleasure too inatinctivo 
and simple to be described." 

To Mdses only one psalm is ascribed, viz. the ninetieth. In 
this beautiful elegy there is nothing absolutely inconsistent with 
the supposition that he was the author of it. Most critics, how- 
ever, have supposed it to savour of a later age. Grotius re- 
marks, *' that it was not composed by him, but adapted by the 
sutlioi to tiie circumstances and feelings of Moses, containing 
sentiments, which he might have expressed." The writers of 
the Talmud ascribe tlie ten psalms following the ninetieth to 
Uoses ; but they do this upon the wholly unfounded supposition, 
that those psalms, which have no title, are to be attributed to 
the author, whose name occurs In the next preceding title. 
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The nintj-nintb certainly coulil not have bees written by him, 
Bince it contains the name of the prophet Samuel, who was not 
bom, till nearly three kundred yeara after the death of Moaea. 

Twelve psalms, viz. Ps. 1. and btxiii — Ixxsiii,, are ascribed to 
AsAPB, a celebrated Levite, and chief of the choirs of Israel in 
the time of David. 1 Chron. svi. 4, 5. That he was a poet, and 
composed as well as sung, is evident from S Chron. xxis. 30l 
Moreover Hezekiah Ike king and the princes commanded Ihe Lt- 
vUes to »ing praise unto the Lord itntk Ike words of David, and qf 
Ataph the iter. But he couid have been the author of but a 
small portion of these twelve psalma. Psalma Ixxiv., Ixxvii^ 
Ixxix., Ixxs.., indisputably belong to the tijnes of tiie cap:- 
tivity, and several of the rest have with good reason been re- 
ferred to the same period. Tliey may, however, have been 
writtcnby alaterpoetof the same name. Eichhorn, RosenmUller, 
and Be Wette are of opinion, that of all the pstdms ascribed to 
Asaph, the contemporary of David, only the fiftieth is decidedly 
bis. Tbis, however, is enough to place him in the number of 
poets of the very first order. It is marked by a deeper vein of 
thought, and a loftier tone of sentiment, than any of tlie com- 
positions of David. In Asaph, the poet and tiie philosopher are 
combined. "He was," says Hchhom, "one of those ancient 
wise men, who felt the insufficiency of external religious usages, 
and urged (he necessity of cultivating virtue, and purity of 
mind." It may well be said of him, as ofthe scribe in the New 
Testament, tliat he teas nol/ar/rom the kingdom o/ God. 

Eleven psalms, the forty-second and forty-third being sup- 
posed to be one psalm, viz. xlii — xlix., and Ixixiv., Ixxxv., 
Ixxxvii., and Ixxxviii., are ascribed to the sons of Korah, a 
Leviticol family of singers, 1. Chron. vi. In consequence of 
the ambiguity of the Hebrew preposition, it has been doubted 
whether the inscription is intended to designate them as the 
authors of these psalms, or only as the musicians, who were to 
perform them in the temple. The preposition, however, is the 
same that denotes authorship in the case of those psalms, which 
are ascribed to David. Heman the Ezrahite, whose name occurs 
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in the title of one of these psalms, may have been one of the 
sons or descendants of Korah ; or the mention of him in the 
inscription may have arisen from the amalgamation of contradic- 
tory titles. The titles were probably given them by some one, ' 
who had learned from tradition that they were the produc- 
tions of the sons of Korah, but had not been informed of the 
names of their respective authors. Whatever may be the true 
explanation of their inscriptions, it is almost universally con- 
ceded that the psalms in question were not written by David. 
In style tliey differ materially from his. Whoever was their 
author, they are not unworthy of Asaph. No psalms in the 
whole collection possess a more permanent interest. None in- 
dicate a richer imagination, or a more powerful inspiration. 
None breathe a bolder, freer spirit of enthusiasm, or contain 
more sublime and affecting sentiments. Most of them, espe- 
cially psalms xlii., xlvi., and Ixxxiv., belong to that order 
of compositions, which, having once passed through the mind, 
are never forgotten ; and which are most remembered in sea- 
sons when much that passes for poetry, being weighed in the 
balance, is found lighter than vanity. 

In the Hebrew titles, the eighty-eighth psalm is ascribed to 
Heman, and the eighty-ninth to Ethan, both called Ezrahiles. 
The persons intended were, probably, Levitical singers in the 
time of David, mentioned in 1 Chron. vi. 33, 44. But there can 
be little doubt that the titles are wrong ; and that these Psalms 
belong to a later age than that of David. 

To Solomon only two of the psalms are inscribed, viz. the 
72nd and 127th. But these could scarcely have been written 
by him. It has been suggested that his name was prefixed to 
the latter, merely because the first verse mentions the building 
of a houaty which the author of the title supposed to refer to the 
temple. Of the 72nd he seems to be the subject rather than the 
author. It is not improbable, however, that some of the psalms 
were written by Solomon, since in 1 Kings iv. 32, he is said 
to have written one thousand and five songs. 
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ing fifty-one paalras have in the Hebrew no titles 
; their authors. And from what lias been esid gf the 
Hebrftiv inacriptions, it follows that the authors of more than 
half oft the psalma are unknown to us. As to the inscriptions, 
which are added in the ancient Tersions, they are evidently the 
conjectures of editors and copyist*. Modem interpreters, alio, 
have exercised their sagacity in aHsigning authors to the anony- 
mous psalms. But their conjectures are not worthy of oon- 



III. 

Besides the names of the authors, some of the titles indicsts 1 
the species of the composition ; some tlie occiisioii iiiiii subject I 
of it ; some refer to the leader of the choir of singers ; soqm 
to the musical instrument to be used; and some to the tune to i 
which the psalm was to be sung. Respecting tbe origin and i 
antiquity of tliese titles, the opinion of RosenmQller ta as 
plauEiible as any thathiut been offered. 



" I doubt not Uiat all the paalmi 
jne of the author, and in som 
I the custo 



compouition, 

Hebrew poets. But those titi 

inatruuient, to which tlie psah 

proceeded from those who, a 

psalms for public worship. Thus in 2 Sum. 

the eighteenth psalm,, there 



title containing the 

the occasion of the 

of tiie Arabic, Syriac, i 

which relate to the air, or 

as to be sung, appear to liayo 

rious periods, made use of ihfl 

which contains 

mention of the 



leader of the music. The use of the psalma in public worship 
affords a reason fur tlie mutilation or loss of the more rtncient 
inscriptions, which nientioned the name of the autlior, and the 
occasion and subject of the psalrn. Those who collected 
the psaltia at different periods undertook to supply the deficien- 
cy of titles from their own judgment or fancy, without a due 
regard to miinuscripts, or to the tonor of the psalm. Not ft 
few seem to have been added by commentators, copyists, and 
even readers. This is proved by the Greek, Syriac, Arabic, 
Latin, and even by some Hebrew manuscripts. In many 
cMea^rob^ly^^omect^^^e^^raader in the matgi 
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aa in course of lime introduced into tite teiit. 
Hence it may be seen how it happens, tliat many of the pewlma 
are at variance with their titles, and could not have, heen 
written by the author to whom they are assigned. We 
conclude, llierefore, that all the Hebrew titles are not to be 
raahly rejected, nor indiscriminately received. But with the 
help of sound criticism and interpretation, we must distingDiBh 
those which were given by the poet from tliose which were 
added by a later hand." 

To indicate the species of composition with respect to tlie sen- 
timent, the metre, or the music to which it was adapted, tlie 
Hebrew terms Jtfiimor, Shir, Shir-AHimior, JKismor-SftiV, 
MoichU, JUichtam, Shiggmon, and S!iiT-Hammarkatotk,sie used. 

With the exception of the last terra, it is doubtful whether it 
can be ascertained in wliat respects tliese titles differ, and still 
more doubtful, whether there are words in English to ojcpress 
their difference. What ia certain is, that tliey all denote a 
species of jisalm, with respect to the sentiment, tlie measure, or 
the music. I have thought it better to translate all of them hy 
the next generic term, which is applicable to all of them, rather 
than to puzzle the English reader with the Hebrew terms JMi'eWam 
ajid Masckil, or the barbarous English psalm-song or song-psalm. 

The title Maschil ia very probably derived from the verb 
ingnifying to be wise, and hence translated by some critics a 
didattie psalm. But several of the psalms, to which it is pre- 
fixed, have not the character commonly understood by didactic, 
and it is not prefised to some that have that character. Thus 
it ia prefixed to psalms It., Ixxxviii., and cxliL, and not to the 
fiftieth. 

Michtam is sometimes translated golden, but it is difficult to 
perceive any peculiar excellence in the six psalms, namely, Kvi^ 
Ivi., Ivii., Iviii,, lix., Ix., to which it ia prefixed, which should 
gain for them the distingnishinj epithet of golden. Accord- 
ing to modem taste there are many others far more deserv- 
ing of this appellation. The same objection may be mado to 
the supposition that they derive their appellalion from their be- 
ing hung up in the temple in golden letters, like the Moallacal 
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I tlie toiii[)!e at Mecca. Beaidea 

' mch a. liebrew cuatom, whiit is tli( 

sbould g'ive them such a. diatincti 

whole liiere seems to be do mor 



that there is no evidence of 
re In theae six psalmBi tvliich 
m above the rest? On the 

probable derivation of the 



word than that which makes it denote urriling, that is, 
potUvm, psalm. 

The hundred and fortj-fiflh is called TehUiah, Praise; and 
so excellent was this psalm always accounted by the Jews, that 
the UUe of the whole book of Psalms, SepUr TthUlim, Tht 
Book of Pralsea, was taken from it. The Jews imed to eay, 
"He "cannot fail of being an inhabitant of the heavenly Ca- 
sattn, who repeats fhi" psalm three times a day." 

Some suppose Skigsaion to denote a song of lamenialion. 
But tbis is very uncertain. 

Fifteen psalms, csx - cxixi? 
chalotk, literally. Song of steps, 
version, Song of drgreea. By so 
luemsion, or pilgrim songs, and 
their name from the circumatanc 
the people went np to worship in Jcruaalei 
vak. To go vp to Jeruaalei 
reference 



are entitled Shir-Hamma- 
r of tuccnis; in Ihe common 
! they are termed Odes of 
e supposed to have derived 
that tliey were sung when 
the annual feati- 



expreaaioQ with 
3 journeya to the metropolis. Thus, our Saviour 
Bays, '■ Behold we go np to Jerusalem." ft is supposed that they 



travelled in the Oi 

and chanted these psi 

cjtxiii., however, do not 

Others suppose them to refer W 
that return being styled an ascent, 
supposition it b objected that Ps. 
the house of the Lord, which of coursi 
were returning from the captivity. 

Others suppose the term slept to ref 
structure of somo of these psalms, ace 

ment or expression of the preceding verse is introduced and 
Mnied forward in the next, so that there shall be a sort t£ 
ir (orceiuft'nfi'jmM of similar acntimenls. ThusPs, cxsi, 
" I lift up mine eyes to the hills ; 
• Whence Cometh mij help ' 



iner, not smgle, but in companies, 
by the way. Psalms cxx. and 
suitable for such an occasion. 

IG return from the captivity, 

going up. Ez. vii. 9. To this 

xii. 1, speaks of going up to 

when they 



3r to a peculiarity in the 
ording to which a senti- 
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My hdp Cometh from Jehovah, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
He will Dot sufTcr thy foot to etumble. 
Thy guardian dol\ not tlumber. 
BeliolU ! the guardian of brmt 
Doth neither tlwnbtr nor sleep." &,c. 

But this peculiarity is found in only & few of the psakna to which 
the title is prefixed. 

Mlchaclis has intimated that the word attpa may have refe- 
rence to a particular epecies of metre, and denote something 
iike/«( in Eogliah. He refers to tiie poetry of the Syrians, in 
which one species is distinguished by tlie term denoting etepi. 
But what tlie metre ia, cannot be ascertained. 

Luther, Hammond, and others, suppose the word to be a 
musical term, denotmg that these psalma are to be sung in s 
higher tone of voice or key. 

Other parts of the titles dgnote the air or tune, to which the 
psalm is to be sung-, by referring to the first worda, or to the 
name, of psalms which are now lost. See Pb. Ivii., Iviii., lix. 
Others relate to the instruments of rauaic, the choir of singers, 
and the leader, as may be understood from the translation. 

In this connexion we may say a word of the term Selak. Its 
signification is extremely doubtful. But its use is very gener- 
ally admitted to have been tliat of a musical sign for the direc- 
tion of tlie singers. But whether it denotes a pause, or slowness 
of time, orachange of tune, or a repeat, equivalent to the Italian 
Dacapo, or a rest for the vocal performers, whilst the n 
were alone to be heard, critics are divided in opinion. 



The psalms appear tfl have been collected at different timea 
and by different persons. This is manifest from the division 
into five books, wliicli is certainly as ancient aa the Soptuagint 
version. For this version contains the doxologies, wiiich are 
placed at the end of the first four hooka, Pb. xli. 13, Isxii. 
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9 diviaion, aapt^^^^H 
he psalniH coti- ^^^^ 



IB -90, bixxix. 59, cvi. 48. The cause of Ihifl 
Jnhii, may be gathered from the character of the psalmi 
tained in each book. Almost all the psalma of the first book 
are the work of David. In the second, there are twenty-two of 
David, oDe of Asaph, and eight anonymous, ascribed to the 
^orahitea. The third contains one, the eighty-sixth, ascribed to 
iJJavid, and this doubtful ; the remainder are partly Asaph's, 
liartly the work of an uncertain author, and partly nnonymouB. 
Two only in the fourth book are ascribed to David, and one, the 
ninetieth, to Moses, the others being anonymous. In lie fifth, 
fifteen are assigned to David, one is ascribed conjecturally to 
Solomon, and the rest are enonj'mous. These five books of th» i 
Psalms, therefore, are evidently so many different collection 
following each other in the order in which they were mid&l 
The first person, who began the collection, put together th«'l 
psalms of David ; the second, those psalms of David, which it J 
bms still in hie power to glean, admitting a few others ; the third I 
Std no psalms of David in view, and when he wished to join I 
Ha own collection to the former, he added the note at the end^f 
Bf the second book ; " Here end the psalms of David, the 
ft Jesse." Ixxii., 20. The fourth collected anonymous psain 

id therefore his book exhihita only one of Moses, the n 
iod two of David, the hundred and first and tlie hundred a 
third, the latter of which, however, is certainly not his. The I 
made b collection of whatever sacred poems he could ga- 
; he has therefore fifleen of David, and thirty ajionymous. 
i view of the subject readily accounts for the fact, that 
'pnne psalms contained in an earlier collection again occur in a 
fftter, as the fourteenth and fifty-third, the fifty-seventh and 
illimdred and eighth. 

The age and the authors of these collections it is impossible 
to ascertain. But as in the first collection, as well as in the rest, 
some psalms which appear to have been written dur- 
tlio captivity, we may conclude that no one of them was 
; till the time of the captivity. Some of tho others must 
been made at different times after the return from Babylon, 
last two books are supposed by several critics of eminenca 
ntain paalins, referring even to the times of the B! 
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In order that tlie pssJms may be.imderatood in the fiilneBa of 
their meaning, beauty, and epirit, the moot important directioiiH 
to an Engliaii reader are tlieae three. 

1, Gain aome knowledge of Jewish antiquitiefi. Besofiimiliar 
with the history, tile manners and cuatems, the climate and 
scenery, anil the modea of thinlting mid feeling of the Hebrewa, 
that you may receive aiich impreaaions from the sncred poetry 
as would be received by an enlightened inlinhitajit of ancient 
Jemadem. "It ia not enough," saya Bishop LowUi, "to be 
acquainted with the language of this people, their manners, 
discipline, rites, and ceremonies ; we must even inveatigate their 
inmost BentimentB, the manner and connexion of their thoughts; 
in one word, we muat aee all things with tJieir eyes, eatimate 
all things by tlielr opinions. We must endeavour as much as 
poaaible to read Hebrew as the Ilobrewa would have read it." 
For this object they who have less taate for the simple and im- 
raetbodical narrative of the sacred historians, may be referred to 
the more elahorate, hut popular and interesting history of the 
Jews by Milman. For consultation, every one, who wishes to 
understand his Bible, should own Jalm's Biblical Archsol- 
ogy, which has been translated in tliia country. 

9. In addition to a general knowledge of the Jewish history 
and antiquilies, it is of great use to ascertain tlie aubjecf, the 
occasion, and the author of the psalm. It is true tliat these 
points con rarely be discovered with any considerable degree of 
certainty, iVIany of tlie capHons, prefixed to the psalms in this 
translation, must be regarded in the light of tlieories, or conjec- 
tures. Aa such, however, they may be regarded as useful. 
We may be more able to comprehend the sentiment and feel 
the spirit of a psalm, if we only assign to it an occasion similar 
to that for which it was composed. At best, however, as haH 
been remarked by Bishop Lowth, "much of the harmony, pro- 
priety, and elegance of the sacred poetry, must pass unperceived 
by us, who can only form distant conjectures of the general 
design, but are totally ignorant of the particular application." 
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The following remarka of Micliaelia are also highly deserring of 
consideration. " There are some," says he, " who undertake to 
eiipUin the Psalms from the historical parts of Scripture, as if 
every occurreiice were known to them, and aa if nothing had oc- 
curred during the reign of Darid, which was not committed to 
writing. This, however, considering the estrerae brevity of the 
sacred history, and the nmnber and magnitude of the facts which 
it relates, must of course be very farfiom the truth. Tiie causes 
and motives of many wars are not at all adverted to, tlie battles 
that are related are few, and those the principal. Who can 
doubt, though ever so inesperienced in military affairs, that 
many tilings occurred which are not mentioned between the 
desertion of Jerusalem by David, and that famous battle which 
extinguished the rebellion of Absalom ? — They, who will not 
allow that they are ignorant of a great part of the Jewish 
history, will be apt to explain more of the psalms upon the same 
principle, and as relating to the same facts, than they ought ; 
■whence the poetry will appear tame and languid, abounding in 
words, hut with little variety of description or sentiment, 

"Others have recourse to mystical interpretationa, or eon- 
vert those historical passages, which they do not understand, 
into prophecies. Into none of these errors would mankind havfl 
fallen, but through the pei^uasion that the whole history of the 
Jews was minutely detailed to them ; and that there were no 
circnnutances with which they were unacquainted." 

3. It is of the utmost cooaequence to attend to the char- 
acteristicB of the language and structure of Hebrew poetry. 
Id order to avoid important errors, the reader of Hebrew poetry 
must especially keep in niind one of its features, by wiiich it la 
distinguished from llie poetry of the western world, viz. its bold- 
ness in the use of figurative and metaphorical language. Many 
mistakes have aruen from interpreting the language of Eastern 
hyperbole in too strict a sense. As an instance of the kind of 
language to which I refer, I may mention the eighteenth paalm, 
verses 9 -J8. The simple fact, that God aided David and the Is- 
raelites in battle, is the foundation of this magnificent descrip- 
Thfl Su preme B eing ia represented as interposing in the 
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midst of a tempest, and thelempCEt itself is described in luigiug* 
extremely hyperboliciJ. Compare lUb. iii, 3, tc, 

Aa an instance of error atiaing &om the neglect of thia cbar- 
acterielic of Hebrew poetry, it may be mentioned that several 
leuned critics hate gravely undertaken to explain what habita- 
tion David could provide for Jehovah ina single day; that is, before 
he literally gavt aittp to hit tya, or ilum&er to Am ofdidt. From 
inattention to tbe same tbing, Paalm li. 5. has been made to 
convey a meaning at war with the attributes of God, with com- 
mon senw, and with other portions of the sacred volumo. 

In regard to the construction of Hebrew poetry, so far as 
ipuml^y is concerned, we are entirely ignorant. It is true, that 
now and then a scholar has arisen, who thought he could per- 
ceive the measures of Greek and Latin verse in the productionB 
of the Hebrew poets. Josephus, too, spcaka of the trimeters and 
pentaoietera of David. St. Jerome, also, observes, " If any one 
doubl that the Hebrews employed similar measures to those of 
Horace, Pindar, Alcceus, and Sappho, let him read Philo, Jose- 
|diU9, Origen, and Eusebius, and find by their t@ ^timony whether 
my assertion he true." But the ears of a vast majority of He- 
brew scholars have not been able to detect any such measureB 
in Hebrew poetry, nor to distinguiab it from prose, so far as mere 
sound, or quantity, is concerned. That, in the ancient mode of 
pronouncing the Hebrew langunge, such measures e.xisted, it ia 
not necessary to deny. But if tlie ears of ninety-nine in a hun- 
dred ar<i to be trusted, it is impossible to discover them. 

What is obvious in the sacred poetry is a division into lines 
of nearly equal length, or containing nearly the same number of 
syllables, two of which lines generally form a verse, or complete 
In severd compositions, the initial letters of the 
e lines or stanzas follow the order of the lelters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. This ia the case with seven of the psalcns, 
four chapters of the Lamentations of Jeremiah, and the last 
chapter of Proverbs, from the tenth verse to t!ie end. 

But the most important feature in the construction of Hebrew 
verse is aa obvious in a translation us in tbe original. It ia what 
may be called a rhythm of ttntiment, A period is divided into 



generally two, but sometimea more, which, as it were, 
halance each olher by thougbt corresponding to thought in 
repetition, in snipliScation, in reply, or in contrast. 

This feature of Hebcew poetry ia called paralldiem. The 
illustration of it conatituteB the great merit of Dr. Lowth, whose 
account I shall nearly transcribe. 

Thia poetical conformation of the sentences conaiata chiefly 
in a certain equality, resemblance, or panlleliam, between the 
members of each period ; so tha.t in two lines, or members of 
the Bame period, things for the most part answer to things, and 
words to words, as if fitted to each otiier by a kind of rule or 
measure. Thia paraUelism haa much Tariety, and many grada- 
tions ; it is sometimes more accurate and manifest, sometimes 
more vague and obscure. It may however, on tlie whole, be said 
to consist of three species. 

The first speciea is the synotij/minii parallelism, whea the 
same sentiment is repeated in different, but equivaJent lerms ; 
flie expression being varied, hut tlie sense entirely or nearly the 
eome ; this is the most frequent of all, and is odea conducted 
with the utmost accuracy and neatness. Thus 

" The earlJi is the Lord's, and all that is therein ; 
The world, and ihey who inhabit it, 
For he hath founded it upon the aeas. 
And eatabliahed it upon the floods." — Ps. xsiv, 1, 2. 

There is great variety in the form of the synonymona parailel- 
ism. It is sometimes formed by the repeliljon of the former 
member, either in whole or in part : 

"Moch have they afflicted me from my youth, 
May Israel now say. 

Much have they afflicted me from my youth, 
Yet have they not prevailed against me," — Ps. cxxix. 1, 2. 

"The waters saw Uiee, God, _ _ 

The waters saw thee, and feared, -^^HH 

And the deep trembled." — Ps. Ixxvii. IG. '^^^H 

L 4 
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There is freqaently something wantiDg in the latter membery 
which most be repeated from the former, in order to complete 
the sentence : 

f 

" Kings shall see him, and rise up ; 
Princes, and they shall worship him.'^ — Isaiah zliz. 7. 

Sometimes also there are triplet parallelisms. In these the 
second line is generally synonymous with the first, whilst the 
third either begins the period, or concludes it, and frequently re- 
fers to both the preceding. 

« The floods, O Jehovah, 
The floods lift up their voice ; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
Mightier than the voice of many waters. 
Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 
Is Jehovah in his lofty habitation." — Psalm xciiL S, 4 

In stanzas of four lines sometimes the parallel lines answer 
to one another alternately ; the first to the third, and the second 
to the fourth. 

^ As high as are the heavens above the earth. 
So great is his mercy to them that revere him ; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far hath he removed oar transgressions from us." 

Ps. ciiL 11, 12. 

The second kind of parallelism is called antUhetic; that is, 
when a thing is illustrated by its contrary being opposed to it ; 
or when the members of a period are contrasted with each 
other with respect to the sense or expression. Thus, 

" A wise son maketh glad his father ; 
But a foolish son is the grief of his mother." — Prov. x. 1. 

** Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous. 
But the way of the wicked leadeth to ruin." — Ps. i. 6, 

^ The memory of the just is a blessing ; 
But the name of the wicked shall rot." — Prov. x. 7. 
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" For his nngei endurelh but a. moment, 
Bat his &VOT through life ; 
Sorrow may be a gueat for the night, 
But joy Cometh in the morning." — Pb. sxx. 5. 
The antithetic parallelism agrees beat with adagea and acute 
Hayings. It is therefore very prevalent in the proverbs of Solo- 
There ifl athird species of parallelism, in which the members 
of the period answer to each otlier, not by the repetition of the 
same image or Hentiment, or the opposition of their conttari^B, 
but merely by the form of construction, in which word does not 
answer to word, and sentence to sentence, as equivalent or oppo- 
site ; but there is a correspondence and equality betiveeji differ- 
ent propositions, in respect to the shape and turn of the whole 
sentence, and of the constructive parts ; such as noun answering 
to noun, verb to verb, member to member, negative to negative, 
interrogative to interrogative. To this, which may be called the 
ttpUhetic or coastiuctive parallelism, may be referred all such 
as do not come within the two former classes. Thus 

"The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul ; 

The precepts of the Lord are sure, j iving wisdom to the simple. • 

The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 

The commandments of the Lord are pure, enlightening the ejM, 

The word of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever ; 

The judgments of tlie Lord are true and righteous altogether." 



Triplets are frequently formed of this kind of parolleliam. 
" Thy thunder roared in the whirlwind ; 
Thy lightning illumined the world ; 
The earth trembled and shook. 
Thy way was througfi tli-? sea, 
And thy path through great waters, 
And thy foot-steps could not be found." — Ps. Ixxvii. 18, 19. 
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" I wiJl be as the dew to Israel ; 

He ahall bloom os the lily, 

And strike hia roots like Lebanon. 

His brajicbea abnll spread. 

And hia beauty eliall be as the olive-tree, 

And bis fragrance as Lebanon." — Hosea, x 

The rariety in the forma of tlic synthelic parallelism is veiy 

great, and the degrees of resemblance almost infinite ; so that 

Bometimea the scheme of the parallelism is very subtile, and 

obscure, and must be developed by art and ability, in dietiiH 

gmahing the different members of the sentence, 

" In this peculiar confonnatiDn, or parallelism of the sentenceH,' 
says Lowth, " I apprehend a conaiderable part of the Hebrew 
metre to consist ; though it is nut improbable that some regard 
mas also paid to the numbers and feet. But of Uiis particnlBi 
we have at present so Uttle information, that it is utterly impoa- 
gihle to determine, whether It were modulated by the ear alond, 
or according to any settled or definite rules of prosody." 

"The nervoua simplicity and conciseness of the HebreiJ- 
mnae," saya the poet Campbell, " prevent this paraJlelism ftoifl 
degenerating into monotony. In repeating the 
different words, ahe seems as if displaying a fine opal, that dis- 
covers fresh beauty in every new light to which it is turned. 
Her amplifications of a given thought are like the echoes of a 
solemn melody — her repetitions of it like the landscape reflect- 
ed in the stream ; and whilst her questions and responses give 
a lifelike efiect to her compositions, they remind us of the alter- 
nate voices in public devotion, to which they were manifesfly 
adapted." 

The parallelism affords an important aid in 
For sometimes the meaning of one member of e 
where that of the other is ambiguous. Thus the new translft- 
tion of Ps. Slav. 4, is confirmed by the parallelism, though it 
does not depend upon it. lu Ps Iv. 15, 

" May sudden death seize upon them 
May they go down to Hades olive ! ' 
the second line is no doubt intended to be synonymous with tbe 
first, and is completely explained by it 
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^B One other circumstance reBpecting the composition of the 
^F Pgalma, which demands the reader's attention, is, that all of 
them were evidently deaigued to be sung ; and tliat too with 
suitable accompanimenta of music. It ia evident, also, that some 
of them are adapted to be sung by alternate choirs, by way of re- 
sponse to each other, and some by three or more different choirs. 
By keeping this circumstance in mind, we shall perceive a greater 
degree of propriety, spirit, and grandeur in many of the psalms. 
Thus in that, of wliich every other line is, For kia mercy tndw- 
tOt for toer, the repolitiou of these worda might have had an 
excellent effect, when sung by way of response to a choir, which 
BUng the other hue, though to a mere reader aucli repetition 
may appear tedious. Pa. xxiv., cxxxv., cl., and others, are evi- 
dently adapted to the same mode of performance. It ia however 
by no means probiibje that all the Psalms were sung in this way. 
For further intbrmation on this point, see Dr. Lowth's nineteenth 
Lecture, together with the Notes. 

The last direction in regard to the mode of using tlie Psalms 

I nay be given in the language of Dr. Hammond, citing the 
Opinion of tlie ancient fathers. 
« Form thy aphit by the affection of the paalai, saith St. Angus- . 
tJnBi If it be the affection of love, enkindle thatwilhinthy breaHt, 
(bat than mayst not speak against thy sense, and knowledge, and 
conscience, when thou aayst, IicUl love thee, OLord, my ttrcngA! 
If it be an affection of fear, im))rG3s that on thy soul, and be not 
fliyself an insensible anvil to such strokes of divine poetry, which 
thou chanteat out to others, O conaidtr this, yt that forget God, 
UM he pluck you aieay, and therebe none to deliver ^u. If it be an 
ftfibction of desire, which the Psalmist in a holy transportation 
expreiaeth, let the same breathe in thee ; accounting, aa St. 
ChrysoBtom minds thee on psalm xlii., that when tliou recit«Bt 
these words. Like ai the hart desiretk the water-brooks, so long- 

»atk my abvl after thee, O God! thou hast sealed a covenant, 
betrothed and engaged thy soul to God, and miiat never "have a 
Cftldneas or indifferency to him hereafter. If it be the affection 
of gratitude, let thy soul be lifted up in praises, come witli affec- 
tions this way inflamed, sensible of the weight of mercies of bU 
kinds, spiritual and temporal, with all the enhancements that the 
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aeaaonaUe application thereof to the extremiticH of thy wants 
can add to thj preservations, and pardons, anil joys ; or else the 
reciting the halleltijaiia will be a most ridiculous piece of pa- 
geantry. And go likewise for the petitory part of the Psalmii, 
let us be always in a posture ready for them, with our spirits 
minutely prepared to dart them up to heaven. Ami whatever 
the affection be, let the heart do what the ,word3 signify." 



The translator leaves the principles and views, which gov- 
erned him in his labors, to be inferred from the work itself, la 
one particular, however, some may be at a loss to know the 
reason for the ImnBlation which 1 adopt I refer to the name of 
the Supreme Being, Jehovah. Perhaps the strict rules of inter- 
pretation require that it should be always tra.uslated by the 
same term. But as the same great Being is denoted, whether 
his name be translated the hard, or Jehovah, I have thought it 
best, in many cases, not to alter the name, to which the feeling! 
of the devout have been bo long accustomed. 

It has been my intention, during' the progress of the woik, 
to add to the translation a commentary critical and explana- 
tory; and considerable progress has been made in preparing 
one. But for various reasons, I hiive thought it expedient to 
abandon, at least for a time, the design of publishing a com- 
mentary, and to present the results of my labors without an ex- 
hibition of the process, by which thoy have heen "ained. 

In the captions of psalma of doubtful interpreUtion, I have 
chosen to give the views of different interpreters rather than 
to indicate my own, so that the reader may he able, hy compar- 
ing the contents of the psalm with the remarks prefi.ied to it, 
to judge of its meaning for himself. With the aid of the few 
notes, which have been added, and the helps, which have been 
recommended, the intelligent reader will underutand this inter- 
eating portion of the sacred volume with as little difficulty at 
mart of the poetry, which is published. 

BKukSald, UinichiiHIU, Kty t, 1831. 






PSALMS. 



BOOK I. 



1 Happy the man, who walketh not in the paths of ' 

the unrighteous. 
Nor Btandeth in the way of sim 
Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers ; 

2 But whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 
And who meditates on his precepts day and night. 

3 For he is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 
Whose leaf also doth not wither ; 
All, that he undeitaketh, shall prosper. 



FNot BO the onrighteous ; 
They are like chaff, which the wind driveth away. 
6 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in judgmenl. 
Nor sinners in the assembly of the just. 
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6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous. 
But the way of the wicked leadeth to ruin. 

T. 5. thali not standi i. e. shall not keep their place, shall not escape coo* 
denmatioD and punishment. — In Judgment, i. e. when they are judgied. 
— V. 6. For Jthovah knoweth, i. e. examines, and will prosper it. 



PSALM II. 



Bj fome the subject of this psaJm is supposed to be the stability and gloiy 
of the kingdom of the Messiah ; by others, the stability and glory of the 
throne of David. The reader can judge to whose character it is most 
applicable, when due allowance is made for the hyperbolical language, 
which it contains. 

1 Why do the heathen rage, 

And the nations meditate a vain thing ? 

2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up, 
And the princes combine together. 

Against Jehovah, and against his anointed king ? 

3 '^ Let us break their bonds asunder ; 

" Let us cast away from us their fetters." 

4 He that sitteth in heaven laugheth. 
The Lord hath them in derision. 

5 Then shall he speak to them in his wrath, 
And confound them in his hot displeasure. 

6 " I myself have anointed my king, 
" Upon Zion, my holy hill ." 

7 I will declare the decree of Jehovah ; 
He hath said to me : " Thou art my son ; 
" This day I have begotten thee. 

" Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine 

inheritance, 
" And the ends of the earth for thy possession. 
" Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; 
^* Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter*s YesieL" 



ILJ 
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10 Be wise, therefore, O ye kings ! 

Be admonished, je rulers of the earth ! 

11 Be subject to Jehovah wiih awe. 
And fear with trembling ! 

12 Kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ru 



you ; 
For sooQ shall hi 
Happy 



wrath be kindled ! 
all they, who seek refuge ij 



PSALM III. 
Apsalm of David, when hejtedfro 
1 How maity, O Jehovah, are m 

How many are ihey, who rise up against me T 
j 3 How many are they, who say of me, 
" There is no help for him with God " 1 



3 But thou, O Jehovah, art my shield. 
My glory, and the lifter up of my head. 

4 I call upon Jehovah with mj voice ; 
And he heareth me from his holy hill. 



5 I lay n 



1 and sleep ; 



I awake, for Jehovah sustaineth me. 
i I will not fear the ten thousands of people. 
Who on every side are encamped against m 



r Arise, O Jehovah I Save me, O my God ! 
For thou smitest the cheek of all my enemies ; 
Thou breakeat the teeth of the wicked. 
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8 Deliverance cometh from Jehovah ; 
May thy blessing be with thy people ! 

V. 3. My glory i i. e. my vindicator. — V. 7. For thou nmUtt : A meu 
■pbor borrowed from beasts of prey, who, when their jaws and teeth are bro- 
ken, have no power to do injury. 



PSALM IV. 



A prajer for delirerance from enemies ; with a remonstrance to Uiem, 
and expressions of confidence in divine aid. It may, with the last psalm, 
have been occasioned by the rebellion of Absalom . But it is rather remark- 
able that there is no particular allusion to the affecting circumstance of 
David's own son being at the head of it. 

For the leader of the music, to be accompanied with stringed 
instruments, A psalm of David. 

1 Hear me when I call, O my merciful God ! 
Thou hast helped me, when I was in trouble -^ 
Have pity upon me, and hear my prayer ! 

2 How long, O men, will ye dishonor my dignity. 
How long will ye love vanity, and seek disappoint^ 

ment ? 

3 Know ye that Jehovah hath exalted one, that is de- 

voted to him ; 
Jehovah will hear, when I call upon him. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin no more ; 

Commune with your hearts upon your beds, and desist 1 

5 Offer your just sacrifices. 

And put your trust in Jehovah ! 

6 There are many who say, Who will show us any 

good ? 
Lord^ lifl thou up the light of thy countentuice upon ua [ 



7 Thou putteat glftdnese into my heart. 

Greater than theirs, wheo Lheir coin and wine are 
abundant. 

8 I will lay me down jn peace, and sleep ; 

For thou alone, O Jehovah, makest me dwell in Bafety. 

V. i. DiMiit, i. e. from your robellioiu umleriAkiug.— V. S. Who wOl 



For the kader of the music ; to be accompanied wi(A airtd 
ixstrumetils. A psalm of David. 

1 GrvE ear to my words, O Lord, 
Have regard lo my cry I 

2 Listen to the voice of tny supplication, my King and 

my God ! 
For lo thee do I address my prayer. 

3 In the morning ahalt thou hear my voice, O Lord ! 
In the morning will I pray to thee, and look for help. 

4 For thou art not a God, that hath pleasure in wick- 

The unrighteoUB man dwelleth not with thee. 

5 Transgressors shall not stand in thy sight ; 
Thou hateai all, that do iniquity. 

6 Thou deatroyesl them, that speak falsehood ; 
The man of hlood and deceit Jehovah abhorreth, 

7 But I, through thy great goodness, will come to thy 



la thy fear will I worship at thy holy temple. 
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8 Lead me, O Lord, in the way of righteousness, be-* 

cause of mine enemies ; 
Make thy path straight before my face. 

9 For in their mouth there is no truth ; 
Their heart is all malignity ; 
Their throat is an open sepulchre ; 
They flatter with their tongue. 

10 Requite them, O God ! 

Let them be confounded in their devices ; 

Cast them out for the multitude of their transgressions ; 

For against thee have they rebelled ! 

11 But let all, that put their trust in thee, rejoice; 
Let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest 

them; 
Let them, that love thy name, be joyful in thee ! 

12 For thou, O Lord, dost bless the righteous ; 

With favor dost thou encompass him, as with a shield. 

y. 9. An open sepulchre : Ad image of death or destraction 3 since a 
Mpulchxe is opened only that a dead person may be put into it. 



PSALM VI. 



A prayer of one in great distress. Some refer it to the circumstances of 
David in bis flight from Absalom. Others to the whole Jewish nation, 
rejMreseuted under the image of a sick and distressed man. 

JFor the leader of the music ; to he accompanied toith instrU" 
ments of eight strings, A psalm of David. 

1 O Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger ; 
Chasten me not in thy hot displeasure ! 

2 Have pity upon me, O Lord, for I am weak ! 
O Lord, heal me, for my bones tremble ! 



1-1 
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3 Mj soui, also, is sore troubled ; 
And thoii, O Lord, how long — 

4 Return, O Lord, and deliver me ; 
O save me according to thy mercy ! 

5 For in death no praise asceods to thee; 
In the grave, who can give thee thanks T 

6 I am weary with groaning ; 

All the night I make my bed to swim, 
And drench my couch with my tears. 

7 Mine eye ia wasted with grief; 

It hath become old because ofaU my enemies. 



S Depart from me, all ye that do iniquity ; 

For Jehovah heareth the voice of my weeping. 
9 Jehovah heareth my supplication; 
Jehovah accept eth my prayer. 
10 All my enemies shall be ashamed, and utterly con- 
founded ; 
They shall be turned back and put to shame sud- 
m denly. 

^Hj>sa/m of David, lehicHic sang to Jehovah, on aceojtni of 
^^ the reproaches of Cash the JienjamiU. 

I O Jehovah, my God, to thee do I look for help ! 
Save me from them that persecute me, and deliver me ! 
2 Lest mine enemy tear me like a lion ; 



;. How long will 



PSALM VII. 



8 PSALMS. [VII, 

3 O Jehovah, roy God ! If I have done this ; 
If there be iniquity upon my hands, 

4 If I have rendered evil to my friend, 

Or have despoiled him, that without cause is mine en> 
emy ; 

5 Let my adversary pursue, and take me ; 
Let him trample me to the ground^ 
And lay me prostrate in the dust ! 

6 Arise, O Lord, in thine anger ; 

Lift thyself up against the rage of mine enemies ; 
Awake for me ! Ordain judgment ! 

7 Let the assembly of the nations compass thee about. 
And on their account ascend thy throne ! 

8 The Lord judgeth the nations ; 

Judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness. 
And requite me according to my integrity ! 

9 O let the wickedness of the wicked be at an end ; 
But establish the righteous ; 

For thou, O God of justice, triest the heart and the 
reins \ 

10 My shield is with God, 

Who saveth the upright in heart. 

11 God is a righteous judge ', 

And God is ever angry with the wicked. 

12 If he do not desist, he sharpeneth his sword ; 
He bendeth his bow, and maketh it ready ; 

13 He prepareth for him the instruments of death ; 
He shooteth his burning arrows. 

14 Behold, he travailed with iniquity. 
And conceived mischief. 

But hath brought forth disappointment. 
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15 He made a pit and digged it. 
And ia fallen into the ditch, which he made. 

16 His mischief returoeth upon his own head. 
And his violence descendetb upon his own pate. 

17 I will praise the Lord according to hia righteo 
I will sing praise to the name of the Lord most high. 

vs. 1/ Ihavf done thii, i. e, IhBlvilh which my euEitiies charge dg 

V. IZ.J/hedanol'laist, i. e. IfUie wicked do uoi denial bam big puriMwe. 
He ihatytjielh, i. e. God sharpeaelh, fltc. 



PSALM VIIL 

The grealncBs of Iho Creaior, and his goodness lo inan. 

/br the leader of the music; to be aeeompanied leith the git- 
titL* A psalm of David. 

1 O Jehovah, our Lord, 

How escellenl is thy name in all the earth I 
Thou hast set thy glory above the heavens ! 

2 Oat of the mouth of babes and sucklings haet thou 

ordained praise ; 
To put thine adversaries to shame. 
And lo silence the enemy and avenger. 

3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy finger a. 
The moon and the stars which thou hast ordained ; 

4 What is man, tiiat thou art mindful of him. 
And the son of man, that thou carest for him I 

5 Yet thou hast made him little lower than the angels ; 
Thou haat crowned him with glory and honor. 

6 Thou hast given him dominion over the works of 

thy hands ; 
Thou hast put all things under his feet | 
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7 All sheep and oxen, 

Yea, and the beasts of the forest ; 

8 The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea, 
And whatever passeth through the paths of the deep, 

9 O Jehovah, our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth I 

* A musical instrument. 

V. 6. The angels : or, than God^ 



PSALM IX. 



A thanksgiving ode for victory and deliverance from enemies ; with ^proyen 
for future lielp. Supposed to have been composed aAer the wan 
mentioned in "Z Samuel, ch. viii. 

For the leader of the music. To be sung in the manner, or 
with the voice of virgins. To the Benites. A psahn of 
David, 

1 I WILL praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart ; 

I will show forth all thy marvellous works. 
3 I will be glad and rejoice in thee ; 

I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High I 

3 All my enemies are turned back ; 
They fall and perish at thy presence. 

4 For thou dost defend my right, and my cause ; 
Thou sittest upon the throne, a righteous judge^ 

5 Thou rebukest the nations ; 
Thou destroyest the wicked ; 

Thou blottest out their name for evermore ! 

6 The destruction of the enemy is complete ; 
Thou, O Jehovah, hast destroyed their cities I 
Their inemory is perished with them. 



fX] 
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7 Jehovah reigneth for ever; 

He hath prepared his thione for judgment. 

8 He judgeth the world in righteousnesa ; 

He adminiaiereth judgment to the nations with up- 
righlneBS. 

9 Jehovah is also the refuge of the oppressed ; 
A refuge in times of trouble. 

10 They, who know thy name, put their trust in theej 
For thou, O Lord, forsakest not them that seek thee I 

1 1 Sing praises Co Jehovah, who reigneth in Zion ; 
Declare his doings among the people. 

12 Aa the avenger of blood, be remembereth the 

distressed ; 
He forgetteth not their complaint. 



" Have pity upon me, [aaid I,] O Lord i 
" Look upon my affliction from them that hate me ; 
" Lift me up from the gates of death ! 
" That I may show forth all thy praise in the gates 

of the daughter of Zion; 
"That I may rejoice in salvation by thee." 

i The nationa have aunk into the pit which they made ; 

In the net, which they hid, is their own foot taken. 
J Thus it is known that Jehovah executetb judgment ; 

The wicked are ensnared in the work of their 
own handa. 
J The wicked shall be driven into Hades ; 



13 

I 



ea,-all the nations that forget God. 
I 18 For the poor shall not always be forgotten ; 

The hopes of the afflicted shall not perish for ever. 
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19 Arise, O Lord ! Let not man prevail ; 
Let the nations be judged by thee ! 

20 Strike terror into them, O Lord ! 

Let the nations know, that they are but men. 

Y. 17. Driven into Hades, i. e. pursued by victorious enemiei tmtO thej 
are destroyed. 



PSALM X. 

A prayer against impious, deceitfiil, and blood- thirs^ foragn 

1 Why standest thou afar off, O Lord ? 

Why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble t 
52 Through the haughtiness of the wicked the poor are 
in distress ; 
They are caught in the wiles, which are contrived 

for them. 15 

3 The wicked boasteth of his heart's desire ; 
The rapacious renounceth, and.contemneth Jehovah. 

4 The wicked [saith] in his haughtiness, '* He careth I {» 

not ; '' 
All his thoughts are, that God is nothing. 
6 His course is always prosperous ; 
Thy judgments are far from him ; 
As for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. 

6 He saith in his heart, " I shall never fall ; 
" I shall never be in adversity." 

7 His mouth is full of perjury, deceit, and oppression ; 
Mischief and injustice are upon his tongue. f (^ 

8 He sitteth in the lurking-places of the villages ; | '^^ 
In secret places doth he murder the innocent ; 
His eyes are secretly fixed upon the poor. 
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9 He secretly lictli in wait, like a lion in a 
He lieth in wait to seize upon tlie helplesi 
He catctieth tbe poor, drawing them into 

10 He crouchelh, and lowereth himself. 
And the poor fall into his paws. 

11 He saith in his heart, " God doth forget ; 
" He hideth his face ; he dolh never sec i 



^ 



12 Arise, O Lord ! O God, lift up thine hand ! 
Forget not the distressed ! 

13 Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God, 
And say in his heart, " He careth not for it " 1 

14 Thou dost see it; yea, thou be h oldest malice and op- 

pression, 
And mail<est it upon thy hand ! 
The poor committeth himself to thee ; 
Thou art the helper of tlie fatherless. 
i Break thou tho arm of the unjust and wicked mar 
Seek out his wickedness, till thou canst find none 



Jehovah is king for ever ; 
The gentiles shall periah out of his land, 
■7 Thou, O Lord, hearest the desires of the distressed ; 
Thou strengthenest their hearts ; 
Thou lendest a listening ear ! 
! Thou maintainest the cause of the fatherless and 
the oppressed, 
That none may henceforth be expelled from the land. 

V. 4. He rare 






See Isaiah il 



14 PSALMS. [XL 

PSALM XI. 

An expression of trust in God, as a security from the plots and astaoltt of 
enemies. It may have been composed by David during his penecatioii 
by Saul. 

For the leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

1 In Jehovah do I put my trust. Why say ye to me, 
" Flee, like a bird, to your mountain " ? 

2 " For lo, the wicked bend their bow ; 

" They make ready their arrows upon the string, 
" That they may shoot in secret at the upright in 
heart. 

3 " If the pillars be broken down, 
" What can the righteous do ? " 

4 Jehovah is in his holy palace ; 
Jehovah's throne is in heaven ; 

His eyes behold, his eyelids prove the children of men. 

5 Jehovah trieth the righteous ; 

But the wicked, and the lover of violence, his soul 
hateth. 

6 Upon the wicked he will rain lightning ; 

Fire and brimstone and a burning wind shall be (he 
portion of their cup. 

7 For Jehovah is righteous ; he loveth righteousness ; 
His countenance doth behold the upright. 

v. 8. y the pillars^ &,e. i. e. If affairs are in a desperate ooaditioa. — 
V. 4. Palare, L e. heaven- 



PSALM XII. 



irllere o( SboI ; bj 
of Absalom. 



have refercDca lo Ibc IrealmeDl ofDavid rron 
olbers, lo praclirei of demagogues durjsg ilie 

IJV»r tke leader of the music ; to be accompanied with tki 
eight-stringed instrument. A psalm of David. 

1 Help, Lord, for the good mau ceaseth ; 
The faithful are failing amongst men. 

2 They speak falsehood, one to another ; 

With flattering lips, with a. double heart do the; speak. 

3 May Jehovah destroy all flattering lips, 

And the tongue, which speaketh proud things ! 

4 Who say, " With our tongues will we prevail ; 
" Our lips are our reliance ; 

"Who ia lord over usV 



5 For the oppression of the poor and the sighing of 

the wretched, 
Now'will I stand up, eaith Jehovah ; 
I will place him in safety on whom they pour contempt, 

6 The words of the Lord are pure ; 

Like silver purified from earth in a furnace. 
Seven times refined. 

7 Thou, O Lord, wilt watch over them ; 

Thou wilt preserve them from this generation for ever. 
6 The wicked walk on every side. 
When the vilest of men are exalted. 
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PSALM XIII. 

Supplication for deliverance from enemies, and confidence of obtainingf it. 
For the lecukr of the music, A psalm of David, 

1 How long, O Lord, wilt thou wholly forget me 1 
How long wilt thou hide thy face from me 1 

2 How long shall I have anxiety in my soul, 
And sorrow in my heart all the day ? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me ? 

3 Look down and hear me, O Lord, my God ! 
Enlighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death ! 

4 Lest my enemy say, " I have prevailed against him ; " 
Lest my adversaries rejoice, when I am fallen. 

5 Yet will I trust in thy goodness ; 

My heart shall rejoice in thy protection ; 

6 I will sing to Jehovah, that he hath dealt kindly 

with me. 

V. 3. Enlighten my eyes, i. e. with thy countenance^ i. e. revive vte. 
When a person is faint and languishing, his sight is dim. When he is revir> 
ed or refreshed, Uis ^yes are said to be enlightened. See 1 Sam. xiv. 27; 
Ezra ix. 8. 



PSALM XIV. 

The complaint of a pi(His man in exile concerning the wickedness of men i 
and supplication for the restoration of the Israelites from captivity. The 
last verse of this psalm cannot well be reconciled with the ascription of it 
to David, in the Hebrew title. 

For the leader of the music ^ A psalm of David, 

1 The fool saith in his heart. There is no God. 
They are corrupt ; their doings are abominable ; 
There is none that doth good* 
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2 Jehovah looketh down from heaven upon the children 

of men, 
To see if there are any, that have understanding ; 
That have regard to God. 

3 They are all gone out of the way ; they are every one 

corrupt ; 
There is none that doth good ; no/ not one. 

4 Shall not the evil doers be requited, 
Who devour my people like bread, 
And call not upon Jehovah ? 

5 Yea, then shall they be in great fear ; 

For Jehovah is with the race of the righteous. 

6 Ye deride the conduct of the poor ; 
But the Lord is their refuge. 

7 O that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion ! 
When Jehovah bringeth back the captives of his peo- 
ple ; 

Then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel be glad. 



PSALM XV. 

The qualifications of an acceptable worshipper. This psalm may haye 
been composed when David removed the aik to the tabernacle on mount 
Zion; 2 Sam. ch. vi. 

A psalm of David, 

1 Lord, who shaU abide at thy tabernacle, 
Who shall dwell upon thy holy hill ? 

2 He that walketh uprightly, and doth lighteoumess^ 
And spe&keth the truth from his heart -* 
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3 He that slandcreth not with his tongue; 
That doth no injury to hia neighbour; 

And uliereth no reproach against liis neigiibour. 

4 He, in whose eyes the worthless are contemptible; 
But who honoreth them that fear the Lord ; 

He, that sweareth to his neighbour, and change' 

5 He that lendeth not hia money for interest. 
Nor accepteth a gift against the innocent ; 
He that doth these tbings shall never fall. 



PSALM XVI. 

The person, who is the Bubjeci of ilui [ 
ence upon God, hia graiitude for div 
the condiuon assigned him, and liii Gnn hopes of future proteclion ud 
Ikvor. This paahii is eonudered b; die Apnsdes Peicr and Paul, si 

projiheiic olihe Messl^b. Borne Ciifisiians, who behave Uie Apottlea w 

te UHpired US leachera of (he Christian syjuem, raiher ihao at reBSonoi 
taS interpreters, suppose Datid, or die author of the psaLiiii to be Ibe 
only person described in it. 

A psalm of David. 

1 Preserve me, O God, for to thee do I look ibr 

help ; 

2 I have said to Jehovah, Thou art my Lord ; 

I have no happiness without thee I 

3 The holy that are in the land, and the excellent. 
In them is all my delight. 

4 They, who hasten after other gods, shall have molti- 

Their drink-offerings of blood I will not ofier. 
Nor will I take their names upon my lips. 

5 Jehovah is my portion and my cup ; 
Thou wilt maintain my lot I 



6 My portion hath fallen to me in pleaaaut places j 
Yea, I have a goodly inheritance. 



7 I will bless the Lord, who careth for me ; 

Yea, in Che night my heart admoiiisheth me. 
> 8 I set the Lord before me at all times ; 

Since he is at my right hand, I shall not fall, 
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my spirit rejoieeth ; 

My flesh also dwellelh in security. 

10 For thou wilt not give me up to tlie grave ; 
Nor wilt thou su£fer thy holy one to ace the pit. 

11 Thou wilt hIiow me the path of life ; 
In thy presence is fulness of joy ; 

At thy right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

V.l.Admoaiihtili m«,i. e. In bleu him. — V. 10.7^ fit. See Pt. ax. 
9; lUi. 9; Job ucxiii. 18. 



PSALM XVII. 



logBlhcr with expressions of 



A psalm of David. 
I Hear the righteous cause, O Lord, 

Attend to my cry ; 

Give ear to my prayer from lips without deceit ! 
S May my sentence come forth from thy presence ; 

May thine eyes behold uprightness ! 

3 Prove my heart ; visit me in the night ; 

Try me like gold, and thou shall find nothing ! 

4 My thoughts do not vary from my lips ; 
As to the deeds of men, 

Through the word of thy lips I have shunned the 
paths of the destroyer. 
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5 Support my steps in thy paths, 
That my feet may not slip \ 

6 I call upon thee, O God, for thou wilt hear me ,' 
Incline thine ear to me, and listen to my prayer ! 

7 Show forth thy loving-kindness, O thou that sav^^t 

by thy right hand, 
Them that have recourse to thee from their adversaria *• 

8 Guard me as the apple of the eye ; 
Hide me under the shadow of thy wings, 

9 From the wicked, who assault me, 

From my deadly enemies, who compass me about ! 

10 They shut up their hard heart ; 

With their mouth they speak haughtily. 

11 They encompass us in all our steps; 

They fix their eyes upon us, that they may cast us u] 
on the ground. 

12 They are like a lion, eager for his prey ; 
Like a young lion, lurking m secret places. 

13 Arise, O Lord, disappoint them, cast them down L 
Deliver me from the wicked by thy sword ; 

14 From men, by thy hand, O Lord, from men of the 

world. 

Whose portion is in life ,* whom thou loadest with 
treasure ; 

Whose children have enough, and leave their super- 
fluity to their posterity. 

15 But I through righteousness shall see thy face ; 
I shall be satisfied with the revival of thy countenance. 

V. 9. Jh ^ night, i. e. when I have all the temptation to evil theogfatf and 
design!^ which perfect secrecy can suggest. 



PSALM XVIII. 

vii}i thai in 2 Sam. ch. xxii 



J'or the leadtr of the music. A psalm of David, the 
servant of the Lord, who spake to the Lord the loorrfs 
of this song in the day that the Lord drUvered kim 

ijrom the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand 

' of Saul: And he said, 

I LOVE thee, O Jehovah, my strength ! 

Jehovah ia my rock, ray fortress, and my delirerer; 

My God, my strength, in whom I trust ; 

My shield, my strong defence, and my high tower, 

I called upon Ood, who is worthy to be praised. 

And was delivered from my enemies. 

The snares of death encompassed me ; 

The waves of destruction filled me with dismay j 
■ The snares of the grave surrounded me, 

And the nets of death seized upon me. 
I In my distress I called upon the Lord, 

And cried unto my God ; 

He heard my voice from his palace, 

And my cry came before him into his ears. 
' Then the earth quaked and irembled ; 

The foundations of the mountains rocked and were 
shaken, 

Because his wrath was kindled. 
I A smoke went up from his nostrils ; 

And fire from his mouth devoured; 

Burning coals shot forth from him. 
I He bowed the heavens, and came down ; 

And darknesB was under his feet ; 
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10 And he rode upon a cherub and did fly ; 

Yea, he came flying upon the wings of the wind. 

11 And he made darkness his covering ; 

His pavilion round about him was dark waters and 
thick clouds of the skies. 

12 At the brightness before him, his thick clouds passed 

away; 
Then came hailstones and coals of fire. 

13 Jehovah also thundered from heaven, 
And the Most High uttered his voice, 
Amid hailstones and coals of fire. 

14 He sent forth his arrows, and scattered them ; 
Incessant lightnings, and discomfited them. 

15 Then the channels of the deep were seen, 
And the foundations of the earth were revealed, 
At thy rebuke, O Jehovah, 

At the blast of the breath of thy nostrils ! 

16 He stretched forth his hand from above ; he took me, 
And drew me out of deep waters. 

17 He delivered me from my strong enemy ; 

From my adversaries, who were too powerful for me. 

18 They fell upon me in the day of my calamity, 
But the Lord was my stay. 

19 He brought me forth into a large place ; 
He delivered me, because he loved me. 

20 Jehovah hath rewarded me according to my righteous- 

ness; 
According to the cleanness of my hands hath he reo 
ompensed me. 

21 For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 

And have not wickedly departed from my God. 

22 For all his laws were in my sight ; 

I did not put away his statutes from me. 



23 I was upright before him, 
And kept myself from iniquity. 

24 Therefore hath Jehovah rewarded me according to 

my right eouaneBS, 
According to the cleanness of my hands before his 



25 To the merciful thou ahowest thyself merciful ; 
To the upright thou showest thyself upright ; 

26 To the pure thou showest thyself pure ; 

And to the perverse thou showest thyself perver 

27 For thou savest the afflicted people, 

But the haughty countenance thoa bringest dov 



as Thou causest my lamp to shine, 

Jehovah, my God, eulighteneth my darkoess. 

29 For through thee I have broken through troops ; 
Through my God 1 have leaped over walls. 

30 The ways of God are just and true ; 
His word is pure, tried in the fire ; 

He is a shield to all, who put their trust in him. 

31 Who then is God, save Jehovah ? 
And who is a rock, save our God 1 

32 It is God that girded me with strength, 
And made my way plain. 

33 He made my feet like the hind's. 
And set me in my high places; 

34 He taught my hands to war, 

So that my arm bent the bow of brass. 

35 Thou gavest me the shield of thy protection ; 
Thy right hand held me up. 

And thy goodness made me great ! 

36 Thou didst make a wide path for my steps. 
So that ray feet did not stumble. 
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37 I pursued my enemies, and overtook them, 
And turned not back, till I had destroyed them. 

38 I smote them, so that they could not rise ; 
They fell under my feet. 

39 Thou didst gird me with strength for the battle ; 
Thou didst prostrate my adversaries under me. 

40 Thou didst cause my enemies to turn their backs, 
So that I destroyed them that hated me. 

41 They cried, but there was none to help ; 
To Jehovah, but he answered them not. 

42 I beat them small, like dust before the wind ; 
I cast them out as the dirt of the streets. 

43 Thou hast delivered me from the assaults of the 

people ; 
Thou hast made me the head of the nations ; 
People, whom I knew not, serve me. 

44 They, who have only heard of me, obey me. 
Yea, men of a strange land are suppliants to me ; 

45 Men of a strange land fade away, like a leaf. 
And come trembling from their strong holds. 

46 Jehovah is the living God ; blessed be my rock ; 
Exalted be the God of my salvation ! 

47 It is God, who hath given me vengeance, 
And subdued the people under me ; 

48 He delivered me from my enemies ; 

Yea, thou hast lifted me up above mine adversaries ; 
Thou hast saved me from the violent man ! 

49 Therefore I will give thanks to thee, O Lord, among 

the people. 
And sing praises to thy name ! 

50 Great deliverance giveth he to his king, 
And showeth mercy to his anointed ; 
To David and to his race for ever. 



sm" 



PSALM XIX. 



For the leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God ; 

The firmament ahoweth forth the work of hia hands. 

2 Day utteretli instruction to day, 

And night showeth knowledge to night. 

3 They have no speech, nor language, 
And their voice is not heard ; 

4 Yet their sound goeth forth to all the earth, 
And their words to the ends of the world. 



In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 
5 Which Cometh forth like a bridegroom from bis cham- 
ber. 

And rejoiceth, like a strong man, to run his course. 
( He goeth forth from the extremity of heaven, 
And maketh his circuit to the end of it ; 
And nothing is bid from Its heat. 



The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul ; 
The precepts of the Lord are sure, giving wisdom to 
the simple ; 

I The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart ; 
The commandments of the Lord are pure, enlighten- 
ing the eyes; 
) The word of the Lord is clean, enduring for e»er ; 
The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether. 
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10 More precious are they than gold ; yea, than much 

fine gold ; 
Sweeter than honey, and the honey-comb. 

11 By them also is thy servant admonished, 
And in keeping of them there is great reward. 

12 Who knoweth his own offences ? 

cleanse thou me from secret faults ! 

] 3 Keep back also thy servant from presumptuous sins ; 
Let them not have dominion over me ! ' 

Then shall I be upright ; 

1 shall not be polluted with gross transgression. 

14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart 
Be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer ! 

y. 2. Day utttreth instruction to day, i. o. One day gives the lesson of 
praise to God to the following. — Y. 8. Enlightening the eyes. See note on 
xiii. 3. 



PSALM XX. 

Prayer of a people for their king going to war. It may have been composed 
when David was going to war with the Syrians. 2 Sam. ch. viii. x. 

For the leader of the music, A psalm of David, 

1 May Jehovah hear thee in the day of trouble ; 
May the name of the God of Jacob defend thee ! 

2 May he send thee help from his sanctuary, 
And strengthen thee out of Zion ! 

3 May he have regard to all thine offerings, 
And accept thy burnt sacrifice ! 

4 May he grant thee thy heart's desire. 
And fulfil all thy purposes ! 



r 



5 We will rejoice in thy protection ; 

We will triumph in the name of our God ; 
When Jehovah hath fulfilled all thy petitions. 



Now I know that Jehovah helpeth his anointed, 
That he heareth him from his holy heaven. 
And aideth him with the saving strength of hie right 

7 Some glory in chariots, and some in horses, 
But we in the name of Jehovah our Ood. 

■8 They are brought down and are prostrate. 
But we stand firm and erect. 

9 Jehovah aave the king I 
May he hear us, when we call ! 



Fqt the leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

■B The king rejoiccth in thy strength, O Lord ! 
B Yea, he doth greatly exult in thy protection. 
3 Thou hast given him hia heart's desire, 

And hast not denied him the request of his lips. 
3 Yea, thou hast met him with rich blessings. 

Thou hast placed a crown of pure gold upon his head. 
4' He asked life of thee ; thou gavest it him ; 
Even long life, enduring for ever. 
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5 Great is his glory through thine aid ; 
Honor and majesty hast thou laid upon him. 

6 Thou hast made hiro blessed for evermore ; 

Thou hast made him glad with the joy of thy coun- 



7 For the king trusteth in the Lord ; 

And through the goodness of the Most High he shall 
never fall. 

8 Thy hand shall overtoke all thine enemies ; 

Thy right hand shall overtake them that hate thee. 

9 Thou wilt make them like a burning oven in the time 

of thine anger ; 
Jehovah shall swallow them up in his wrath, 
And the fire shall devour them. 

10 Their offspring shall, thou destroy from the earth; 
And their race from the sons of men. 

11 For they spread a net of mischief against thee ; 
They devised plots against thee, but tbey did not pre- 
vail. 

12 Therefore thou wilt cause them to turn their backs; 
Thou wilt make ready thine arrows upon the strings 

against them. 

13 lixalt thyself, O Jehovah, by thy strength! 
So will »»e sing, and praise thy mighty deeds. 

V 4. For ever : Ku hypei^lira] expression for very long. 





PSALM XXII. 

A prayer of one in deep diiiresi on aeeounl of h» enemies, logelber wilk 
expreuloni orcnnlideticc in divine aid, Rnd bopes nf fiitare prosperily, 
and of the exlension of Ihe knowledge nnd woraliip of God. By some 



I 



For the leader of Ihe music. To the tune of " The hind 
of the morning." A psalm of David. 
1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? 
Why so far from mine aid, and from the words of 
mj cry ? 

5 O my God, I cry during the day, but thou heareat not ; 
la the night also, but I have no rest. 

.8 And yet thou art holy. 

Dwelling amid the praises of Israel ! 
4 Our fathers trusted in thee ; 

They trusted, and thou didst save them. 

6 They called upon thee, and were delivered ; 
They trusted in thee, and were not disappointed. 

6 But I am a worm, and not a man ; 
The reproach of men, and (he scorn of the peopli 

7 All, who see me, deride me ; 
They open wide the lips ; they shake the head. 

8 " He trusted in Jehovah, let him help him ; 
" Let him deliver him, eince he delighted in him 



1 



9 Surely thou art he that didst briag me into the 
world ; 
ITiou didst make me lie secure upon my mother's 
breast. 
10 Upon thee have I cast myself from my birth ; 
Thou hast been my God from my earliest breath. 

a* -- - 
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1 1 O be not far from me, for trouble is near ; 
For there is none to help. 

12 Many bulls surround me ; 

Strong bulls of Bashan close me in on every side. 

13 They open their mouths wide against me^ 
Like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14 1 am poured out like water ; 

And all my bones are out of joint ; 
My heart is like wax ; 
It melteth in my bosom. 

15 My strength is dried up like an earthen vessel^ 
And my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; 

Thou hast brought me to the dust of death ! 

16 For dogs have surrounded me ; 

The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me ; 
They have bound my hands and my feet. 

17 I can count all my bones ; 

They gaze, and feast their eyes upon me. 

18 They divide my garments amongst them, 
And for my vesture they cast lots. 

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lord ; 
O my strength, make haste to mine aid ! 

20 Deliver my life from the sword ; 

My blood from the power of the dog ; 

21 Save me from the lion's mouth ; 

Shield me from the horns of the buffaloes ! 

22 I will proclaim thy name to my brethren ; 

In the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. 

23 Praise him, ye worshippers of Jehovah ! 
Extol him, all ye race of Jacob, 

And fear him, all ye race of Israel 1 



[ For he liaih not despised nor abhorred the misery of 
the afflicted ; 
Xoi hath he hid his face from him ; 
But when he called upon him, he heard him. 

25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation ; 
I will pay my vows before thy worBhippers ! 

26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied ; 
The Beryants of Jehovah shall praise him ; 
Your hearts shall be glad for ever and ever ! 

27 All the ends of the earth Bhall remember, and return 

to Jehovah ; 
AH the families of the nations shall worship before him. 

28 For the kingdom is Jehovah's ; 
He is the governor of the nations. 

39 All the rich of the earth shall worship him ; 

They also shall bow before him, who are going down 

to the dust ; 
Who cannot keep themselves alive. 

30 The future generation shall serve him | 

The race which is to come shall hear of Jehovah. 

31 They shall come, and declare his righteousness; 
His mighty deeds to the people that are yet unborn. 

V. IT. My iimii, i. c. because I am ed mucb emaciated. — V. £3. Goiag 
^etnt la the dml, i, e, on acCDUnl orexlreioe poverlj. 



1 Tbe Lord i 
S He maketh n 



PSALM XXHI. 

God OUT sliepberd. 

A piabn of David. 

I my shepherd ; I shall not want. 
pastures ; 



Ha leadeth me beside the ^lill waters. 
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3 He reviveth my spirit ; 
He Icadeth me in the right paths. 
For his name's sake. 

4 When I walk through the darkest valley 
I fear no evil, for thou art with me ; 
Thy crook and thy ataff, they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me, 
In the presence of mine enemies. 
Thou anointest my head with oil ; 
My cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all tb« 

days of my life, 
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 



PSALM XXIV. 



Hymn <o Jehovah, oceasioncd by ilie iulroducTion of ihe ark of the roveniuil 
mio Ihe iBbernafle, or lemple. This ia one of Ihe psalms, wbich Dr. Lowlk 
tupppso! tQ liava been sung responaively, a poriion by Ihe priwU, and * 
portion by llie people. 



A psalm of David. 
I The earth is the Lord's, and all that is therein ; 

The world, and they, who inhabit it. 
t For he hath founded it upon the seas. 

And established it upon the floods. 

J Who shall ascend the hill of Jehovah T 
And who shall stand in his holy place T 

1 He that hath clean hands and a pure heart; 
Who hath not inclined bis soul to falsehood, 
Nor sworn deceitfully. 




i 




5 He shall receive a blessing from Jehovah, 
And favor from God, his helper. 

6 This is the race of them that aeekhim; 
That seek thy face, O God of Jacob ! 

Lifl up your heads, O ye gates ! 

Lift yourselves up, ye everlasting doors. 

That the glorious king may enter in ! 



" Who is this glorious king ? " 
Jehovah, strong and mighty ; 

Jehovah, mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates ! 

rLift yourselves up, ye everlasting doors, 
That the glorious king may e 



1 " Who is this glorioua king 1 " 

Jehovah, God of hosts. He ia the gloi 



» 



PSALM XXV. 



A psalm of David. 



1 To thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul ! 

2 O my God, I trust in thee ! Let mc not be put tt 



triumph ( 
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3 Yea, none that hope in thee shall be pat to shame ; 
Thej shall be put to shame, who wickedly forsake 

thee. 

4 Show me thy wars, O Lord, 
Teach me thj paths! 

5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me ; 

For thou art the God, from whom cometh my help ; 
In thee do I trust at all times ! 

6 Remember thv kindness, O Lord, and thy mercy, 
Which thou hast exercised of old ! 

7 Remember not the faults and transgressions of my 

youth ; 
According to thy mercy remember thou me, 
For thy goodness' sake, O Lord ! 

8 Good and righteous is Jehovah, 
Therefore showeth he to sinners the way ; 

9 The humble he guideth in his statutes. 
And the humble he teacheth his way. 

10 All the doings of Jehovah are mercy and truth. 
To those, who keep his covenant and his precepts. 

11 For thy name's sake, O Jehovah,' 
Pardon my iniquity, for it is great ! 

12 Who is the man that feareth the Lord ? 

Him doth he show the way which he should choose^ 

13 He shall himself dwell in prosperity, 
And his offspring shall inherit the land. 

14 Jehovah is the friend of them that fear him, 
And he will teach them his covenant. 

15 Mine eyes are ever directed to Jehovah, 
For he will pluck my feet from the net. 
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16 Look upon me, and pity me. 
For I am desolate and afflicied ! 

17 Lighten the sorrows of my heart, 
And deliver me from my troubles I 

18 Look upon my affliction and distress, 
And forgive all my sins I 

19 Consider how many are my enemies. 
And with what violence they hate me 1 

30 Guard thou my life and deliver me ; 

Let me not be put to shame, for I have trust 
thee! 
21 Let innocence and uprightness preserve me. 

For on thee do I rest my hope ! 
23 Redeem Israel, O God, from all their troubles ! 



PSALM XXVI. 

Aprajcrror deHvpronco from dielrees, wiih proleslauons ofihc righipous- 

»-iess of him "ho offers it. Jlia commonlj' supposed Lordttie lo iJie perse- 
njUon of David by Saul. 



A psalm of David. 
Be thou my judge, O Lord, for I have walked in up- 
rightness I 
I have put my trust in Jehovah, therefore shall I not 
fall. 
3 Examine me, O Lord, and prove me ; 
Try my reins and my heart ! 

3 For thy kindness is ever before my eyes, 
And I walk in thy truth. 

4 I sit not with men of falsehood ; 

And go not in company with dissemblers. 

5 I hate the assembly of evil-doers, 
And do not sit with the wicked. 
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6 I wash my hands in innocence, 
And frequent thine altar, O Lord, 

7 To utter the voice of thanksgiving. 
And tell of all thy wondrous works ! 

8 O Lord, I love the house of thine abode. 
The place where thine honor dwelleth ! 

9 Gather not my breath with sinners, 
Nor my life with men of blood ! 

10 In whose hands is mischief. 

And whose right hands are full of bribes. 

11 But as for me, I walk in integrity ; 

O redeem me, and be merciful to me ! 

12 My feet tread in a straight path ; 

In the congregation will I bless the Lord. 

y. 11. Redeem me, i. e. deliver me from distress. — V. 12. hi a 
path, i. e. in the path of integrity. 



PSALM XXVII. 

A pious man in distress expresses his confidence in God, and his •amest de- 
sire for his temple. He then prays for relief in his desolate conditioB, 
and trusts that he shall obtain it. This psalm may have been compoftd 
on the same occasion with the last. 

A psalm of David. 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation ; 
Whom shall I fear ? 

The Lord is the shield of my life ; 
Of whom shall I be afraid ? 

2 When the wicked came upon me to devour me. 
Even my persecutors and enemies, they stumbled imd 

fell. 



3 Though a host should encamp ngainsl me, tny heart 

shall not fear ; 
Though war should riae against me, yet will I be con- 
fident. 

4 One thing hare I desired of Jehovah ; that do I jet 

seek; 
That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah aJl the days 

of iny life. 
To behold the glory of Jehovah, 
And to gaze upon his temple. 

5 For in the day of trouble he will hide me in his pa- 
Yea, in the secret place of his tabernacle will he shel- 






He will set me upon a rock. 

Yeaj already doth he lift iriy head above my enemies, 

who are around me ; 
Therefore in his tabernacle will I offer sacrifices with 

the sound of trumpets ; 
I will sing, yea, with instruments of music I will give 

praise to the Lord. 



,'*!y Hear my Tolce, O Lord, when I cry unto thee 
Have pity upon me, and answer me ! 

8 When i think of thy precept, " Seek je my face 
Thy face. Lord, do I seek 

9 O hide not thou thy face from me ; 

Cast not thy servant away in displeasure; 
Thou hast been my help ; do not leave me ; 
Do not forsake me, O God, my protector 1 

10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me ; 
But the Lord will take me up. 

11 Teach me thy way, OLord, 

And lead me in the right path, because of my 




IS Give me not up to the will of my adversaries ! 
For fnlse witnesses have risen up agniast me. 
And such as breathe out iojusdce. 

13 I trust that I shall see the goodness of the Lord 
Id the land of the living ; hope thou in Jehovah I 

14 Be of good courage ; let thy heart be strong; 
Hope thou in Jehovah ! 

V.6. PainftoB — Wiemacfc. S« Pj. mi. 20. Tic allusion H no4 to 
tbe place uf religioiu worship. Tlie langunge js raelBpluincal, hnrrawed 
froiD tbe pracilcB or meu, wIiD hide iu iboir IcDU, or bBbiiaiions, bim wbsm 



PSALM XXVIII. 

Prayer Tor a)iJ, ind far the punishmcDl orcaemies, with iirong hope* of 
l>eing hearJ. 

A psnlm of Daviii. 

1 To thee do I cry, O Jehovah ! O ray rock, be not 

Lest, if thou answer me not, I become like (hose, who 
go down to the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my supplication, when I cry unto 

thee, 
When I lift up my hands to thy holy mercy-seat I 

3 Draw me not away with the impious, and with eril- 

Who speak peace to their neighbours, while mischief 
is in their hearts ! 

4 Give them according to their deeds, and the wicked- 

ness of their conduct ; 
Give them according to the work of their hands ; 
Render to them their desert I 



1^ 
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5 For they regard not the doings of Jehovah, nor the 

work of his handu ; 
Therefore shall he destroy them, and never build 
them up. 

6 Praised be Jehovah, for he halh heard the voice of 

my supplications ! 

7 Jehovah is my strength, and my shield ; 

My heart trusteth in him, and he helpeth me ; 
Therefore doth my heart exnlt, 
And in my song 1 will praise hint. 

8 Jehovah is the strength of his people ; 
He is the protecting shield of his anointed. 

9 Save thy people, and bless ihine inheritance; 
Feed them also, and build them up for ever ! 

T. 3. i>niu DK not avuiy, i. e. into dEiUuclion. 



PSALM XXIX. 

PTbe gloiyofGod, us manifested in a ihumler-slonn. 

A psalm of David. 
I GiTB to Jehovah, ye sons of God, 
Give to Jehovah glory and praise ! 

3 Give to Jehovah the glory due to his name ; 
Worship Jehovah in sacied attire ! 

I 3 The voice of Jehovah is beard above the wate 
The God of glory thunderelh, 
Jehovah above the great waters. 

4 The voice of Jehovah is powerful ; 
The voice of Jehovah is full of majesty ; 

6 The voice of Jehovah breaketh the cedars ; 
Yea, Jehovah breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 
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6 He even maketh them to leap like a calf; 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young buffalo. 

7 The voice of Jehovah divideth the flames of fire. 

8 The voice of Jehovah maketh the wilderness tremble ; 
Yea, Jehovah maketh the wilderness of Kadesh trem- 
ble. 

9 The voice of Jehovah maketh the hinds bring forth. 
And layeth bare the forests ; 

While, in his palace, every one declareth his glory. 

10 Jehovah sitteth above the storm ; 
Yea, Jehovah sitteth king for ever. 

11 Jehovah will give strength to his people ; 
Jehovah will bless his people with peace. 

V. 1. Sons of God y i. e. angels : Otherwise, kings. — V. 3. 7%e wtice ef 
Jehovah, i e. thunder : A personification. — The waters^ i. e- waters\iii the 
firmament j in the clouds. See Gen. i. 7. — V. 6. Maketh them to leap : A 
hyperbolical description of the trembling causc<l by thunder, or of the effi^ctof 
an earthquake, connected with it. — V. 7. Divideth the Jlames of f.rtf L e. 
scatlereth lightning. — V. 9. In this palace^ i. e. iu heaven. 






PSALM XXX. 

/ 

A song of thanksgiving for deliverance from distress. 

A psalm of David. To the air of songs for the dedica^ 

tion of a house* 

1 I WILL extol thee, O Lord, for thou hast lifted 

me up ; 
And hast not suffered my enemies to rejoice over me. 

2 O Jehovah, my God ! I called upon thee, and thou 

hast healed me. 

3 O Lord, thou hast raised me up from the grave ; 
Thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to 

the pit. 



4 Sing unto Jehovah, O ye hia servants. 
And praise hia holy name ! 

5 For his anger endureth but a moment, 
But hia favor through life ; 

Sorrow may be a guest for the night, 
But joy Cometh in the morning. 



6 I said in my prosperity, I shall never be moved ; 

7 Thou, O Lord, by thy favor, hast made my motintain 

Thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled ; 

8 I cried unto thee, O Jehovah, 
To Jehovah I made supplication, 

I Q "What will my blood profit thee, that I should go 

■ down to the pit T 

I " Can dust praise thee ? Can it declare thy faithful- 
ness ? 

10 " Hear, O Lord, and have pity upon me; 
" Be thou, O Lord, my helper ! " 

11 Thou didst turn my mourning into dancing; 

Thou didst loose my sackcloth, and gird me with glad- 

■ IS Wherefore I will sing praise to thee, and not be ai- 

lent; 
O Jehovah, m; God, I will give thanks to thee for 



aLloQ at David'i houae. 
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PSALM xxxr. 

A prajBT for delirerance, in llie confidem hope of bdng hcirf. 

For thi leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

1 In thee, O Jehovali, do I trusl ; let me never be 

put to aliame ; 
According to thy goodness deliver me ! 

2 Bow down thine ear to me ; help me speedily ; 

Be to me a strong rock, a. high fortress, for my deliv- 

3 For thou art my rock and ray high fortresa; 

Be thou also my guide, and lead me, for thy name's 

4 Draw me oat of the net, which they have secretly 

laid for me. 
For thou art my strength t 

5 Into thy hand I commit my life ; 

Thou wilt deliver me, O Jehovah, thou God of truth t 

6 I hate those, who regard lying vanities. 
And put my trust in Jehovah. 

7 I will he glad and rejoice in thy mercy, 
That thou hast looked upon my trouble. 
And hast had regard to my distress ; 

8 That thou hast not given me up to the hands of m]^ 

enemies, 
But hast set my feet in a wide place. 

9 Have pily upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble 
My face is consumed with grief; 
Yea, my spirit, and my body. 



1 
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10 For my life is wasted with sorrow, 
And my years with sighing ; 

My strength faileth by reason of my affliction, 
And my bones are consumed, on account of all my 
enemies. 

11 I have become the scorn of my neighbours. 
And the terror of my acquaintance ; 
They who see me abroad flee from me. 

12 I am forgotten, like a dead man ; 
I am like a broken vessel. 

IS I hear the slander of many ; fear is on every side ; 
For they take counsel together against me ; 
They devise to take away my life. 

14 But I trust in thee, O Jehovah ! 
I say, " Thou art my God ! " 

15 My destiny is in thy hand ; 

Deliver me from the power of my enemies and perse* 
cutors ! 

16 Let thy face shine upon thy servant. 
And save me through thy mercy ! 

17 Let me not be put to shame, O Jehovah ! for I have 

called upon thee ; 
Let the wicked be put to shame ; 
Let them be silenced in the grave I 

18 Let lying lips be put to silence. 

Which speak proud things against the righteous^ 
With insolence and contempt ! 

19 O how great is thy goodness, which thou treasurest 

up for them that fear thee ; 
Which thou showest to them that trust in thee, be- 
fore the sons of men ! 
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SO Thou hidest them in the secret place of thy presence 
from the machinations of men ; 
Thou shelterest them in thy pavilion from the Yiolence 
of tongues. 

21 Praised be Jehovah, for he hath shown me his won- 

derful kindness, 
As in a fortified city. 

22 I said in my distress, '^ I am cut off from before thine 

eyes ; " 
But thou didst hear the voice of my supplication. 
When I cried unto thee. 

23 O love the Lord, all ye his servants. 
For the Lord preserveth the faithful. 
And requiteth the proud in full measure ! 

24 Be of good courage ; let your hearts be strong. 
All ye, who trust in Jehovah ! 



PSALM XXXIL 

The happiness of him, whose sins are forgiven. This psalm is commonljr 
gupposed to express the feelings of David afler his reproof by Nathan tfaie 
prophet. See S Sam. ch. zii. 

A psalm of David, 

1 Happy is he, whose transgression is forgiven ; whose 

sin is pardoned ; 
8 Happy the man, to whom Jehovah imputeth not in- 
iquity. 
And in whose spirit there is no guile. 

3 While I kept silence, my bones were wasted^ 
By reason of my groaning all the day. 







W 


"^ffl^^^^^^^sAiSa 






4 For day and night thy hand waa 


heavy upon m 


1 


My moisture dried up, as in sum 


mer's drought. 




5 At length I acltnowledged to thee my aiu, 


^1 


And did not hide my iniquity. 




^1 


I said, r will confess my Iransgn 


jssion to the Lord ; ^| 


And thou forgavest the iniquity c 


if ray sin ! 


H 


6 Therefore shall every pious man 


pray to thee. 


while ■ 


thou mayest be found ; 




^^^H 


Surely the floods of great waters 


shall not come 


near ^^^^| 


him. 




^^^^H 


^_ 7 Thou art my hiding-place ; thou 


preservesl me 


f,0» ^H 


^H trouble 






^^^ Thou compassesl me about with t 


longs of deliverance. ^| 


8 I will instruct thee, and show 
shouldst go ; 


thee the way 


thou 1 




■ 


^ I will give thee counsel and keep i 


nine eye upon 


thee. ■ 


^b IB Be ye not like the hoise or the mule, which ha?e no | 


^H understauding. 




■ 


^B Whose mouths must be pressed i 


ivith the hriaie 


ud ■ 


M c.,b, 




I 


^^r Because they will not come near thee ! 


1 


"• M The wicked hath many sorrows ; 




1 


But he that liusteth in the Lord i; 


i encompassed with 


mercies. 






11 Rejoice in the Lord, and be glad. 


ye righteous ; 




Shout for joy, ye that are upright 


in heart I 




V. 3. iVhJJi Ikerl itoin, i. e. did nol cogTcss 


myfiina. 






^ 
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PSALM XXXIII. 

A hjmm to Jfhorwk as tbe creator and goveniar of the worid, and tbs 
qwcial protector ot' tbe Je^-uh aaiioa. 

I Rejoice, O ye righteous, in the Lord, 
For praise becometh the upright. 

S Praise the Lord with the harp ; 

Sing to him with the ten-stringed psaltery ! 

3 Sing to him a new song ; 

Play skilfully amid the sound of trumpets ! 

4 For the word of the Lord is right. 
And all his acts are faithful. 

5 He loreth justice and equity ; 

The earth is ftill of the goodness of Jekovah. 

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made. 
And all the hosts of them by the breath of his mouth. 

7 He gathereth the waters of the sea, as a heap ; 
He layeth up the deep in store-houses. 

8 Let all the earth rerere JehoTah ; 

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
him ! 

9 For he spake, and it was done ; 
Ke commanded, and it stood fast. 

10 JehoTah bringeth the devices of the nations to noth- 
ing ; 
He frustrateth the designs of kingdoms. 

II The purposes of Jehovah stand for ever ; 
The designs of his heart to all generations. 

13 Happy the nation, whose God is Jehovah ; 

The people whom he hath chosen for his inheritance. 
13 Jehovah looketh down from heaven ; 

He beholdeth all the children of men ; 
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14 From hia dwelling-place he beholdeth all the inhabi- 

tants of the earth ; 

15 He, that formed the hearts of all, 
And observeth all their works. 

16 A king is not saved by the numbeT of his forces, 
Nor a hero by the grealneaa of his strength. 

17 The horse is a vain thing for safety, 

Nor can he deliver his master by his great strength. 

18 Behold, the eye of Jehorah is upon them that feu 

him; 
Upon them, that trust, in Ills goodness ; 

19 To secure them from the power of death. 
And keep them alive in famine. 

20 The hope of our souls is in Jehovah ; 
He is our help and our shield. 

31 Yea, in him duth oar heart rejoice ; 
In his holy name we have confidence. 

33 May thy goodness be upon us, O Jchovafa, 
According as we trust in thee ! 



PSALM XXXIV. 



criptloaof d 



A psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour be- 
fore Abimelech, who drove him away, and he departed. 

1 I WILL bless the Lord at all tiroes ; 
His praise shall be continually in ray month. 
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2 In the Lord doth my soul boast ; 
Let the afflicted hear, and rejoice ! 

3 O magnify the Lord with me, 

And let us exalt his name together ! 

4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me, 
And delivered me from all my fears. 

5 Look up to him, and ye shall have light; 
Your faces shall never be ashamed. 

6 This afflicted man cried, and Jehovah heard. 
And saved him from all his troubles. 

7 The angels of Jehovah encamp around those who fear 

him. 
And deliver them. 

8 O taste, and see, how good is the Lord ! 
Happy the man, who trusteth in him ! 

9 O fear the Lord, ye his servants ! 

For to those, who fear him, there shall be no want. 

10 Young lions want and suffer hunger ; 

But they who fear the Lord want no good thing. 

11 Come, ye children, listen to me ! 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

12 Who is he that loveth life, 

And desireth many days, in which he may see good ? 

13 Guard well thy tongue from evil, 
And thy lips from speaking guile. 

14 Depart from evil and do good ; 
Seek peace and pursue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. 
And his ears are open to their cry. 

16 But the face of the Lord is against evil-doers, 
To cut off their remembrance from the earth. 
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L7 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, 
And delivereth them from all their troubles. 

18 The Lord is near to them, that are of a broken heart, 
And saveth such as are of a contrite spirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous ; 
But the Lord delivereth him from them all. 

SO He guardeth all his bones ; 

Not one of them shall be broken. 

21 Adversity destroyeth the wicked, 

And they who hate the righteous suffer for it, 

22 Jehovah redeemeth the life of his servants, 

And none that put their trust in him will repent of it. 

V. 6. Tku afflicted mauy i. e. I myself. 



PSALM XXXV. 

A prayer for help against enemies ; commonly supposed to relate to the per- 
secution of David by Saul and his courtiers. 

A psalm of David, 

1 Contend, O Lord, with them that contend with 

me ; 
Fight against them that fight against me 1 

2 Take hold of the shield and buckler , 
And stand up for my help I 

3 Draw forth the spear and the axe against my perse- 

cutors ; 
Say to me, " I am thy salvation." 

4 May they be confounded and put to shame, who seek 

my life ; 
May they be turned back with disgrace, who devise 
my hurt ! 
5 
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5 May they be like dust before the wind ; 
May the angel of the Lord drive them 1 

6 May their way be dark and slippery, 

And may the angel of the Lord pursue them ! 

7 For without cause they have laid for me a snare ; 
Without cause they have digged for me a pit. 

8 May unforeseen destruction come upon them ! 

May the snare, which they have laid, lay hold on 

themselves, 
And may they fall into destruction ! 

9 Then my soul shall rejoice in Jehovah ; 
It shall exult in his protection. 

10 All my bones shall say, Who, O Jehovah, is like thee. 
Who dost rescue the afflicted from the oppressor ; 
The afflicted and destitute from the spoiler ? 

11 False witnesses have risen up; 

They charge me with crimes, which never entered my 
mind. 

12 They repay me 'evil for good ; 
They bereave me of my all. 

13 And yet I, during their sickness, clothed myself with 

sackcloth. 
And afflicted myself with fasting, 
And my prayer was turned to my bosom. 

14 I conducted myself, as if he had been a friend, or a 

brother ; 
I bowed down in sadness, as one mourning for his 
mother. 

15 But at my fall they rejoice, and gather themselTSB to- 

gether ; 
Unsuspected revilers assemble themselves against me ; 
They tear me without ceasing. 



16 With base m* 
They gnash a 



who mock for their bread, 
3 with their teeth. 



17 How long, O Lord, wilt thou look on T 

O rescue my life from the destruction ihey plot for me ; 
My precious life from those young lions ! 

18 I will thank ihee in the great assembly ; 
Be'fore a. numerous peoplej! will praise thee. 

19 Let not them, that without proTocation are my ene- 

mies, triumph over me ; 
Let them not wink with the eye, who hate me without 



20 For they speak not peace ; 

They derifie deceit against them that are quiet in the 
land. 
31 Yea, they open their mouths wide against me ; 

They say, " Aha, aha, our eye seeth it ! " 
22 Thou seest it, O Jehovah, be not silent ! 

O Lord, be not far from me ! 
93 Arouse thyself; awake for my defence ! 

My God and my Lord, awake to my cause ! 
24 Judge me accor ding to thy righteousness, O Jehovah, 
my God ! 

Let them not triumph over me ! 
26 Let them not say in their hearts, " Aha ! we have 



Let them not say, " We have swallowed him up ! '■ 
26 May they alt be confounded, and brought to shame. 
Who rejoice at my calamity ! 
May they be clothed with ignominy and disgrace. 
Who exalt themselves against me 1 
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27 Let them shout for joy, and be glad, 
Who favor my righteous cause ; 

Let them ever say, " Exalted be Jeliovnh, 

" Who delighteth in the prosperity of hia seTvant ! " 

28 So shall my tongue speak of thy righteousness. 
And daily repeat thy praise. 

V. 13. Mijjii-aytr.&c.i. e. I ssl an the giound and pntjed mth my haad 
ilie OriBBluls. — V. SI. Our ^yr scflh it, i.e. whal we have long wiibcd 



PSALM XXXVL 

ComplBhil arihe wickedness of men; descriplion ofthe goodness of God{ 
proyer for Itelp. 

For the leader of the masic. A psalm of David, the ser- 
vant of the Lord. 

1 From the heart of the wicked proceed impious 

counsels ; 
He hath no fear of God before his eyes. 

2 He flatlereth himself in his own eyes, 

That God will not discover and hate his iniquity. 

3 The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit ; 
He neglecteth to be wise and to do good. 

4 He deviseth mischief upon hia bed ; 
He peraevereth in an evil way ; 
He hath no abhorrence of sin. 

5 Thy goodness, O Lord, reacheth to the heavens, 
And thy faithfulness to the clouds ; 

6 Thy righteousneas is like the high mountains ; 
Thy judgments are a great deep ; 

Thou, O Lord, preservest man and beast! 



A 



I 
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7 How prccioua is thy goodoess, O God ! 

The sons of men seek refuge under the shadow of 
thy wings. 

8 They are satisfied with the abundance of thy house ; 
And thou causest them to drink of the full stream of 

thy pleasures. 

9 For with thee is the fountain of life,- 
Through thy light we see lighL 



: thy goodness to them, that know thee ; 
And thy favor to the upright in heart ! 
11 Let not the foot of the proud come upon me. 
Nor the hand of the wicked remove me ! 



i 



Lo ! already are the workers of iniquity fallen ; 
They are cast down ; they are unable lo rise. 



V. 6. Tilt nbajtdtmct of thy house : A figurative ekprtissioti, by which 
uod is reprcienled under the image of a rich aiid hosphable maalei of a 
bo<ue. There is no allueion lo a place of worship. — V. 9. Of life, i. e. 
of happiocss. — ThTBUgK thy light, i. e. ihy favor. — We ne lighl, i. e. 
we enjoy piosperiiy. — V. 11. Remove me, i. e. persecule me from boun 



^H«eke< 
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A psalm of David. 

I Be not angr? on account of the wicked. 
Nor be envious of those, who do iniquity. 

a shall they be cut down, like grass, 
f And wither, like the green herb. 



N 
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3 Trust in the Lord, and do good ; 
Abide in the land, and pursue righteousness. 

4 Place thy delight in the Liord, 
And he will give thee thj heart's desires. 

5 Cast thy cares upon the Lord ; 
Trust in him, and he will give thee success. 

6 He will cause thy justice to shine forth like the light, 
And thy righteousness like the noonday's brightness. 

7 Repose thou on the Lord, 
And in him place thy trust ; 

Be not angry on account of the prosperous ; 
On account of him that deviseth deceit. 

8 Cease from anger ; give not way to wrath ; 
Be not provoked to do evil thyself; 

9 For evil-doers shall be rooted out ; 

But they who trust in Jehovah, they shall inherit thc^ 
land. 

10 Yet a little while, and the wicked shall be no more ; 
Thou mayest look for his place, and he will not b^ 

found. 

11 But the meek shall inherit the land. 

And delight themselves in the fulness of prosperity. 

12 The wicked man plotteth against the just, 
And gnasheth at him with his teeth. 

13 Jehovah laugheth at him ; 

For he seeth that his day is coming. 

14 The wicked draw the sword. 
And bend their bow. 

To cast down the afflicted and the needy. 
And to slay the upright 
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15 Their sworJs shall enter their own hearts. 
And their bows shall be broken in pieces. 

16 Better is the little of the righteous man , 
Than the great abundance of the wicked ; | 

17 For the arras of the wicked shall be broken, 

But Jehovah will sustain the rigliteotis. i 

18 Jehovah careth for the life of the upright, 
And their inheritance shall endure for ever. 

19 They shall not be ashamed Jn the evil time. 
And in the daja of famine they shall have enough. 

20 But the wicked shall perish ; 

Yea, the enemies of Jehovah sh^l be consumed, like 

the glory of the fields ; 
They shall be consumed into smoke. 

21 The wicked boiroweth, and repayeth not ; , 
But the righteous ia merciful and liberal. ' 

! For they, who are blessed by God, shall inherit the 

I And they, who are cursed by him, shall be rooted out. 

The steps of the good man are directed by Jehovah ; 
He delighteth himself in his way. 
I Though he fall, he shall not be left prostrate, 
For Jehovah holdeth him by the hand. 



F have been young, and now am 
Yet have I never seen the righteous forsaken 
Nor his posterity begging bread. 
I He is ever merciful and lendeth. 
And his posterity is greatly blessed. 



W 
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27 Depart from eril and do good, 

And thou shalt dwell in the land for ever. 

28 For Jehovah loveth righteousness, 
And forsaketh not his servants ; 
They are preserved for ever ; 

But the posterity of the wicked shall be rooted out. 

29 The righteous shall inherit the land, 
And dwell therein for ever. 

30 The mouth of the righteous uttereth wisdom, 
And his tongue speaketh what is right. 

31 The law of his God is in his heart ; 
His footsteps never slip. 

32 The wicked watcheth the righteous, 
And seeketh to slay him ; 

33 Jehovah will not leave him in his hand. 

Nor suffer him to be condemned, when he is judged. 

34 Trust in Jehovah, and keep. his way. 

And he will raise thee to the possession of the land ; 
Whilst thou shalt see the destruction of the wicked. 

35 I have seen a wicked man in great power, 
And spreading himself like a green cedar ; 

36 But he passed away, and lo I he was no more : 
Yea, I sought him, but he was not found. 

37 Maintain uprightness, and observe integrity : 
For the man of peace hath descendants. 

38 But transgressors will all be destroyed ; 

The posterity of the wicked shall be rooted out. 
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of the just is from Jehovah. 



The salv 
in is their 
[ehovah will help and deliver them 
ie will deliver them from their 
them, 



PSALM XXXVIII. 

ep BJRicU'on. Il may have been occasioned b; lb* I 
□rbv sDmeollicrDlTeiicaorltaviii. Some sappate tlim f 
I lo be repri-beuleil in ii, uuiter ibc imB^ erf' an i 



A psalm of David. To bring to remembrance. 



O Lord, rebuke n 



1 thy wrath. 



in thy hot displea 
s have deeply pierced me, 
. hath heen heavy upon me. 
Ddness in my flesh because of tbin 



Nor chasten n 

fl For thine arro 

And thine har 

3 There is no sc 
anger ; 

Nor rest in my bones because of 

4 For my iniquities have gone over my head ; 

Like a heavy burden, they are more than I can bear. 

5 My woands putrefy and are loathsome on account of 

my folly. 
C I am bent ; I am bowed down greatly ; 

I go mourning all the day long. 
7 For my bowels are full of burning heat. 

And there is no soundness in my flesh. 

I am weakened and greatly broken ; 

I roar by reason of the agitation of my heart. 
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9 O Lord, thou knowest all my desire, 
And my sighs are not hidden from thee 1 

10 My heart panteth ; my strength faileth me ; 
The very light of my eyes is gone from me. 

11 My friends and acquaintance keep aloof from my 

woe, 
And my kinsmen stand afar off! 

12 While they, who seek my life, lay snares for me ; 
They, who seek my hurt, threaten destruction, 
And meditate deceit all the day long. 

13 But I, like a deaf man, hear not ; 

J 

And, like a dumb man, open not my mouth. 

14 I am like one who heareth nothing. 
And in whose mouth are no reproofs. 

15 For in thee, O Jehovah, do I place my trust ; 
Thou wilt hear, O Lord, my God ! 

16 For I have prayed. Let them not rejoice over me ; 
Let them not exult at the slipping of my feet ! 

17 For I am just ready to fall. 

And my pain doth never leave me ; 

18 For I confess my iniquity. 

And am troubled on account of my sin. 

19 But my enemies flourish and are strong ; 

They, who hate me without a cause, are multiplied. 

20 They, who repay good with evil, are my enemies, 
Because I follow that which is good. 

21 Forsake me not, O Jehovah ! 
O my God, be not far from me ! 

22 Make haste to mine aid, O Lord, my salvation ! 

V. 4. Have gone over my headf i. e. overwhelm me, as waves a drownings 
man. — V. 10. Light of my eyes. See note on xiii. 3. 



PSALM XXXIX. 



t psalm of David. For the leader of the music of tki 
Jedulhunitcs. 

1 t SAID, 1 will take heed to my ways, 
Tbat I may nut sin with my tongue ; 

I will keep my mouth with a bridle, 
While the wicked is before me. 

2 I was dumb with silence ; I spake not even wbal was 

But my pain was increased. 

3 My heart was hot within me ; 
In my agitatiouthe fire burned; 
Then spake 1 with my tongue ; 

4 Lord, make me to know mine end. 
And the number of my days. 

That I may know how long I have to live ! 

5 Behold, thou hast made my days as a hand-breadib. 
And my life is as nothing before ihee ; 

Yea, every man, in his firmest state, is but a rapor. 

6 Surely every man walkcth, as a. shadow ; 
Surely he disquieteth himself in vain ; 

He heapeth up, and knoweth not who shall gather. 

7 What then, O Lord, is my hopeT 
My hope is in thee ! 

i Deliver roe from all my transgressions ; 

Let me not be the reproach of acoiTers ! 
9 Yet, I am dumb ; I open not my mouth ; 

For Ihou hast done it ! 
10 But remove from me thine infliction ; 

For I am peiishing by the blow of thine hand. 
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11 When thou with rebukes dost chasten man for ini- 

quity, 
Thou consumest his glory like the moth ! 
Surely every man is a vapor. 

12 Hear my prayer, O Jehovah ; 
Give ear to my cry ; 

Deny not an answer to my tears ! 
For I am but a stranger with thee ; 
A sojourner, like all my fathers. 

13 O spare me, that I may recover strength, 
Before I go away, and be no more ! 

V. 3. Thefre burned, i. e. the fire of impatience and repining. — V..6. 
As a shadow, i. e. an unsubstantial phantom, or image. 



PSALM XL. 

Thanksgiving for past favors, and prayer for continued mercy. This psdm is 
commonly supposed to relate to the circumstances of David afler the 
rebellion of Absalom^ or to some circumstances of his life not recorded in 
the sacred history. But on account of the quotation of verses 6 — 8 in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, x. 5, &c., some apply the whole psalm to the 
Messiah. Others, findiug insuperable difficulties in applying the whole of 
it to him, refer verses 6-8 to him, and the remainder to David. Rab- 
bi Jarchi mentions an opinion of the ancient Jews, that both this psahn 
and the last are designed for ihe use of the whole Jewish nation, represent- 
ed under the image of an afflicted man. 

For the leader of the music, A psalm of David, 

1 I TRUSTED steadfastly in Jehovah^ 
And he listened, and heard my cry. 

2 He drew me out of a horrible pit ; 
Out of the miry clay ; 

He set my feet upon a rock. 
And made my steps firm. 

3 He hath put into my mouth a new song ; 
A song of praise to our God, 

Many shall see, and fear, 
And put their trust in Jehovah. 



4 Happy the man, who maketh Jehovah hia trust, 
And lesorteth cot to men of pride and falsehood. 

5 Many, O Jehovah, my God, are the wonderful 

works, which thou hast done ; 
Many have been thy gracious purposes toward ub ; 
None can be compared to thee ! I would declare and 

rehearse them. 
But they are more than can be numbered. 

6 In sacrifice and oblation thou hast no pleasure; 
So thou hast instructed me ; 
Burnt-offering and sin-offering thou requirest not. 

7 Therefore, said 1, Lo, I come 

To do what in the written volume is prescribed to 

8 O my God, to do thy will is my delight ; 
And thy law dwelleth in my heart! 

9 I have proclaimed thy righteousness in the great aa- 

sembly ; 
I have not restrained my lips ; O Lord, thou knoweat 
it! 

10 I hide not thy justice in my heart ; 

I declare thy faithfulness and thy preserving care ! 
I conceal not thy mercy and truth from the great as- 
sembly. 

11 Withdraw not from me thy goodness, O Lord ! 
May thy mercy and truth continually preserve me ! 

12 For evils innumerable have encompassed me; 
My iniquities have overtaken me ; 

I cannot see the end of them ; 

They are more than the hairs of my head. 

And my heart dieth within me. 



13 fie pleased, O Lord, to deliver me ! 
O Lord, m&ke haste to mine aid ! 

14 May the; all he confounded and covered with shame, 
Who seek to take away my life I 

May they be driven back with disgrace. 
Who desire to do me injary t 

15 May they be overwhelmed with confusion. 
Who cry out to me. Aha ! aha ! 

16 But let all, who seek thee, be glad and rejoice in 

thee! 
Let those, who love thy protection, ever say, 
"Exalted be Jehovah!" 

17 I am poor and afflicted, yet the Lord thioketh upon 

Thou art my help, and my deliverer ; 
My God, make no delay ! 



PSALM XLI. 

This psnlin ia supposed by manj' In relBie lo [he circuimigBces of David 
duriug ibe rebellion of Abaalom. Oifaers.uoi uiide[iiBO(<iiigilic JewiBhmMk- 
odof qiioilng Srripiure, apply tbe wbrte pi^alm Id ihp Mei-siah, on Bccoml 
oflhequulaiioDofthaniDlhvcrsebyJesiwiHjDhn xiil. IS. Ta thU lattw 
lupposliion Ibe fonrlh vene ii a Buffitleui otijeciiou, noi to mentioD otbeit. 

For the leader of the mtisie. A psalm of David. 

1 Happt is he who hath regard to the poor ; 
The Lord will deliver him iu time of trouble. 

2 The Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive; 
He shall be happy on the earth ; 

Thou wilt not give him up to the will of his enemies ! 




3 The Lord will support him upon the bed of disease , 
Thou will raise him liora hia sick bed 1 



I 



4 I said, O Lord, be merciful to me ! 
Heal me, for I have sinned against thee I 

5 My enemies speak evil of me; 

" When will he die, and hia name perish 1 " 

6 If one come to see me, ha apeaketh falsehood ; 
His heart gathereth malice ; 

When he goelh abroad, he ultereih it. 

7 All that hate me whisper together against me ; 
Against me do they devise mischief; 

8 " Hia base conduct cleaveth to him ; 

" He lieth down, and he shall neier arise." 

9 Yea, my familiar friend in whom I trusted, who did 

eat of my bread, 
He hath lifted up hia heel against me. 



But do thou, O Lord, have pity upon me j 
Raise me up, that I may requite them I 
%1 By this I know that thou favorest me. 

Because my enemy doth not triumph over me. 
) As for me, thou wilt support me in my prosperity ; 
Thou wilt set me before thy face for ever ! 



Praised be Jthovah, God of Israil, 
Prom everlasting to everlasting. Amen ! 



BOOK II. 



PSALM XLII. XLIII. 

The aspiradons of an afflicted exile after the temple and worship of God. 
The forty-second and forty-third compose but one psalm in thirty-sijc He- 
brew manuscripts examined by Dr. Kennicott, and nine by De Rossi, and 
from internal evidence there can be little doubt that this was theur original 
form. It is commonly supposed to refer to the circumstances of David, 
when he fled to a distance from Jerusalem and the sanctuary, from his re- 
bellious son Absalom. Others suppose it .to be the composition of 9 
priest, living among strangers, who derided him for his trust in Jehorab. 

For the leader of the music, A song of the sons ofKorah, 

1 As the hart panteth for the water-brooks, 
So panteth my soul for thee, O God ! 

2 My soul thirsteth for God, the living God ; 
When shall I come, and appear before God ? 

3 My tears have been my food day and night. 

While they say to me continually. Where is thy God t 

4 When I think of it, I pour out my soul in grief ; 
How I once walked in the procession to the house of 

God, 
Amid sounds of joy and praise with the festive multi- 
tude ! 

5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
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And why art thou disquieted within me 7 
Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him, 
Him, my deliverer, and my God ! 

6 My soul is cast down within me. 

While I remember thee from the land of Jordan and 

Hermon ; 
From the mountain Mizar. 

7 Deep calleth for deep ; thy cataracts roar ; 
All thy waves and billows have gone over me I 

8 Once Jehovah commanded his kindness by day. 
And by night his praise was with me, 

An dprayer to the God of my life. 

9 Now I say to God, my rock. Why hast thou forgotten 

me? 
Why go I mourning on account of the oppression of 
the enemy ? 

10 The reproaches of the enemy are like the crushing of 

my bones. 
While they say to me continually, Where is thy God t 

11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul ! 
And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope thou in God ! for I shall yet praise him. 
Him, my deliverer, and my God ! 

1 Judge me, O God, and defend my cause against 

an ungenerous nation ; 

Deliver me from unjust and deceitful men ! 

9 Then art the God of my strength ; why dost thou cast 

me off? 

Why go I mourning on account of the oppression of 

the enemy ? 
6* 
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3 O send forth thy light and thy truth ; let them guid^ 

me ; 
Let them lead me to thy holy mountain, and to thy^ 
dwelling-place ! 

4 Then will I go to the altar of God, 
To the God of my joy and exultation ; 

Yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God, my' 
God! 

5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul I 
And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope in God ; for I shall yet praise him, 
Him, my deliverer and my God I 



PSALM XLIV. 

Prayer of a pious Israelite for the relief of his oppressed and persecuted oa* 
tioD. Calviu, with several modem interpreters, supposes this psalm U> 
have been composed during the persecution of Antiocbus Epipbanes. See 
1 Mac. i. and ii. De Wette has suggested several strong djectioiis 
to this supposition, and refers it to the time of Jehoiakim, when the Chal- 
deans came against Jerusalem, 2 Kings xxiv. 2. &c, or of JehoiacUn^ 
when a portion of the pcdple was carried into captivity. 2 Kings xxiT» 
10, &c. 

For the leader of the music. A psalm of the sons of 

Korah, 

] O ooD ! we have heard with our ears. 

Our fathers have told us ; 

What deeds thou didst in their days. 

In the days of old. 
S With thine own hand didst thou drive out the people, 

And plant our fathers in their stead ; 

Thou didst destroy the nations, 

And cause our fathers to flourish. 
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8 For not by their own swords did they gain possession 
of the land, 
Nor did their own arms give them yictory ; 
But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of 

thy countenance ; 
For thou didst favor them ! 

4 Thou also art my king, O God ! 
O send deliverance to Jacob ! 

5 Through thee may we cast down our enemies ; 
Through thy name we may trample upon our adver- 
saries ! 

6 I trust not in my bow, 
Nor can my sword save me. 

7 But it is thou only, who savest us from our enemies. 
And puttest to shame those, who hate us ! 

8 In God will we glory continually ; 
Yea, we will praise thy name for ever ! 

9 Yet now thou hast cast us off, and put us to shame ; 
Thou goest not forth with our armies. 

10 Thou makest us turn back from the enemy, 

And they, who hate us, make our goods their prey. 

11 Thou makest us like sheep, destined for food ; 
And scatterest us amongst the nations. 

12* Thou sellest thy people for nought. 

And increasest not thy wealth by their price. 

13 Thou makest us the reproach of our neighbours ; 
The scorn and derision of those who are around us. 

14 Thou makest us a byword among the nations. 
And causest the people to shake their heads at us. 

15 My ignominy is continually before me. 
And shame covereth my face ; 

16 On account of the scoffer and reviler, 
And on account of the enemy and avenger. 
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17 All this hath come upon us ; 
Yet have we not forgotten thee, 
Nor have we heen false to thy covenant. 

16 Our hearts have not wandered from thee, 
Nor have our feet gone out of thy path ; 

19 Though thou hast crushed us in a land of jackals. 
And covered us with thick darkness. 

20 If we had forgotten the name of our God, 

Or stretched forth our hands to a strange God, 

21 Surely God would search it out, 

For he knoweth the secrets of the heart. 

22 But for thy sake we are killed all the day ; 
We are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 

23 Awake ! why sleepest thou, O Lord ! 
Arise ! cast us not off for ever ! 

24 Wherefore dost thou hide thy face, 
And forget our affliction, and oppression ? 

25 Our soul is bowed down to the dust ; 
Our body cleaveth to the earth. 

26 Arise, O thou, our strength. 

And deliver us, for thy mercy's sake ! 

y. 12. i. e. Thou causest us to be sold in vast numbers, like the neaa* 
est slaves. 
y. 22. But for thy sake, i. e. for the sake of thy religion. 
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PSALM XLV. ^^^ 



iiigiiom 111 language borroweti fipm ilie »()le orEaslem roj- 
e Di ihe Odrman eriiici, os Rmeamiillw, suppose Ihe sulr— • 
I lo he Ihe Messinli »ccofHiiig in the groM Jewish eoiiceplii 

composed Lu hoirnr of Ving Snlomnii hy some coanly baidj 
! special oecBsloo of ii was bis mBrringe wiih hq ElgyptiM 
^uoiher suppoiiiLiou ii, (hatjl ji aa inauguration or coconUloB 



For Ike leader of the music. To be accompanied with the \ 
ShosJiannim* A song of loveliness, or a lovdi/ song, of 
the sons ofKorah. 

1 Mrmind is full of a pleasant theme; 
I will address my song lo the king ; 
May my tongue be like the pen of a ready writer ! 
1 9 Thou art tlie fairest of the sons of men ; 
Grace is poured upon thy lips ; 
For God hath blessed thee for ever ! ^ 

8 Gird on thy sword, O hero, 

Thy glory and ornament 1 
4 In thy glorious array ride forth prosperously 

On account of thy truth, and mildness, and justice; 

And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things ! 
fi Thine arrows are sharp ; 

Nations shall fall before thee; 

They shall pierce the hearts of the king's enemies. 

^ Thy throne, O God, shall stand for ever ; 

The sceptre of thy kingdom is a sceptre of equity ! 
7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity; 
Therefore, O God, thy God hath anointed thee 
With the oil of gladness above thy fellowa 1 
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8 All thy garments are myrrh, aloes, and cassia ; 
From ivory palaces stringed instruments delight thee. 

9 Daughters of kings are amongst thy chosen women ; 
On the right hand stands the queen 

In gold of ophir. 

10 Listen, O daughter ; consider, and incline thine ear ; 
Forget thy people and thy father's house ! 

11 For the king is captivated with thy beauty ; 
He is now thy lord ; honor thou him ! 

12 So shall the daughter of Tyre seek thy favor with 

gifts; 
The rich among the people. 

13 All glorious is the king's daughter in her apartment ; 
Her robe is embroidered with gold. 

14 In variegated garments shall she be led to the king ; 
The virgin companions, that follow her, shall be 

brought unto thee. 

15 With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought ; 
They shall enter the king's palace. 

16 Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, 
Whom thou shalt make princes through all the land. 

17 I will make thy name memorable throughout all 

generations ; 
So shall the people praise thee for ever and ever ! 

*A musical instrument; perhaps so called from having the fona of a 

my. 

y. 6. O God, i. e. king ! A well known usage. See Ps. Izzzii. 6. 
Tins psalm may be otherwise rendered : T%y divine throne shall stand for 
ever, i. e. Thy throne, given to thee by God, &c. — V. 7. Therefore, O 
Ood : Or, Therefore, God, Thy fellows, i. e. other kings. — V. IS. 
DcMghter of Tyre, i. e. the city of Tyre, or the Tyrians. 



PSALM XLVI. 

Ttsnksgiving for vlitciry over fnemies, anil irusl in God us a nalionBl reftigo 

Reieklah, wheu Jerusalem was ibrealeDcJ by (be Aasyriani. Sue Is. 
«xivi. ijivii. Oihers 10 Lbe vJclory gaineH by Jehoshaplial over ihe Am- 
moDiiea and Monl'ites. See I Chron. ix. IB. Bui each opiuioa i> mcra 
coifjeclure. It it must probable, however, (hat Ibe psalm wsi Dcca<ion>l. 

I^or the leader of the music. Of, or for, the sons of Korah. 
To be sung in the manner, or with the voice, of virgins. 
1 God is our refuge and strength ; 

An ever present help in trouble. 
S Therefore we wiJI not fear, though the earth be chang- 
ed ; 
Though the mountains tremble in the midst of the 



3 Though 
And the 



oar and be troubled, 
shake with its swell ; 



4 Her river with its streams shall make glad the city 
of our God, 

The holy dwelling-place of the moat high. 
6 God is the midst of her ; she shall not be moved; 

God will help her, and that full early. 

6 The nations raged ; kingdoms were moved ; 
He uttered his voice the earth melted. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us : 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

fi Come, see the doings of Jehovah ! 

What desolations he hath made in the earth ! 
9 He causeth wars to cease to the end of the earth ; 
He hath broken the bow, and snapped the spear 

asunder. 
And burned the chaiiots iq fire. 
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10 '* Desist, and know that I am God, 

** Exalted among the nations, exalted in all the earth 1 " 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us ; 
The God of Jacob, is our refuge. 

V. S. Though the earth change, &c. i. e. though land become sea and 
sea land : Images of political confusion. — V. 4. Her riverf Slc, An image of 
peace, contrasted with the uproar and confusion described in the preening' 
verses. 



PSALM XLVIL 

A hymn of thanksgiving to Jehovah, as the giver of victory to the Israelites. 

For the leader of the music. A psalm of the sons of Ko* 

rah. 

1 O CLAP your hands, all ye nations I 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph ! 

2 For terrible is Jehovah, the most high, 
The great king over all the earth. 

3 He hath subdued nations under us, 
And kingdoms under our feet, 

4 He hath selected for us an inheritance. 
The glory of Jacob, whom he loved. 

5 God goeth up with a shout ; 
Jehovah with the sound of trumpets. 

6 Sing praises to God ,- sing praises ; 
Sing praises to our king ; sing praises I 

7 For God is king of all the earth ; 
Sing to him hymns of praise I 

8 God reigneth over the nations ; 
God sitteth upon his holy throne. 
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9 The princea of ihe nations gather themaelves together 
To the people of the God of Abraham ; 
For the mighty of the earth belong to God ; 
He is supremely exalted. 



PSALM XLVIII. 

'A hjinD otlbanhsgivin; for Uie deliverance ofJeniSBlciii Irom invadiiif ei 

A psalm of the sons of Korah. 

1 Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised 
In the city of our God, upon his holy mountain. 

3 Beautiful In its elevation is mount Zion, 
' The joy of the whole earth; 

On the northern side is the city of the great king ; 

3 In her palaces God is known as a refuge. 

'or, lo ! kings were assembled against it ; 
They passed away together. 

5 As soon as they saw, ihey were astonished ; 
They were confounded, and hasted away. 

6 There terror seized upon them. 
And pain, as of a woman in travail. 

7 They were dispersed, as by the east wind. 
Which shatters the ships of Tarahish. 

8 As we have heard, so have we seen 

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our 

God; 
God will establish it for ever. 

We think of thy goodness, O God, 
In the midst of thy temple \ 
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so thy praise extendeth to the eoda of 



10 Ab thy Dame 
the earth ; 

Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

11 Mount Zion rejoiceth, 

The daughters of Judah exult, 

ol' thy righteous jiidgmenta. 



12 Go round about Zion ; number her towers; 

13 Mark well her bulwarks ; count her palaces; 
That ye may tell it to the next generation ! 

14 For this God is our God for ever and ever ; 
He will be our guide unto death. 

V. 4. Pa—ulaaai/ legtVttr,'i. e. ai Kwu at lbs; saw, Ibey fled. 



PSALM XLIX. 

Tbe condilioD of (he rig;hteau3 and the wif bed. Tlie rieb opprawW doI W 
Se envied. The comron of die viniuus, when Ikey ore oppmitd, ii , 
ibe coniideiation dial Gad [> iheir friend. 

For the leader of the music. A psalm of the sons of Ko- 
rah. 

1 Hear this, ajl ye nations ; 

Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world; 

2 Both high and low, rich and poor alike ! 

3 My mouth shall speak wisdom, 

And the meditation of my mind shall be understand- 
ing. 

4 I will incline mine ear to a poem ; 
I will utter my song upon the harp. 

5 Why should I fear in the days of adversity. 
When the iniquity of the insidious encompasseth me ; 



A 
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^ They, thtt trast in their riches^ 

And glory in the greatness of their weahh t 

7 No one can redeem his brother from deaths 
Nor give a ransom for him to God ; 

8 Too costly is the redemption of his life, 
(And he giveth it up for ever !) 

9 That he should live to eternity, 
And not see the pit. 

10 For he seeth, that wise men die, 
As well as the fool and the idiot ; 
They perish alike, 

And leave their wealth to others. 

11 They imagine that their houses will endure for ever, 
And their dwelling-places from generation to gener- 
ation, 

And that their names will be celebrated upon the 
earth. 
13 Tet man, who is in honor, abideth not ; 
He is like the beasts that perish. 

13 Such is the way, which is their confidence 1 

And they, who come after them, approve their max- 
ims. 

14 Like sheep they are laid in the grave ; 
Death shall feed upon them ; 

And the upright shall soon trample upon them. 

The grave shall consume their form. 

And they shall no more have a dwelling-place. 

15 But God will redeem my life from the grave ; 
For he will take me under his protection. 

16 Be not thou afraid, when one becomes rich ; 
When the glory of his house is increased. 

17 For when he dieth, he will carry nothing away ; 
His glory will not descend after him. 



^■^^■(■■^^p 
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^M 18 Though in his life he thought himself happy ; — 


^H Though men praised thee, while thou wast in proe- 


■ 


^H 19 Yet shalt thou go to the generation of thy fathers, 


H Who never more ahall see the lighl ! 1 


^1 '20 The man in honor, who hnth not underHtanding, 


^H Is like the beasta that perish. 1 
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The irao way of scrviog God ; or, outward foims of do avaii wlihoiil iaiemil 


A psalm of Asaph. 


I The mighty God, Jehovah, speaketh, and callelh 


the earth, 


From the rising to the setting sun. 


2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty. 


God shineth forth. 


3 Our God comelh, and will not be silent ; 


Before him is devouring fire, 


And around him a raging tempest. 


4 He calleth to the heavens on high, 


And to the earth, while he judgeth his people. 


5 " Gather together my worshippers before me, 


" Who have made a covenant with me by sacrifice ! " 


6 (And the heavens ehall declare his righteousness. 


For it is God himself, that is judge.) 


7 " Hear, my people, and I will speak ; 


" O Israel, and I will admonish thee ! f^^M 


" For I am God, thine own God. fi^^^^M 



" I reprove thee not on account of thy sacrifices ; 

" For thy biirnt-offe rings are ever before me- 

" I will accept do bullock from thy house, 

" Nor he-goat from thy folds ; 

" For mine are all the beasts of the forest, 

" And the cattle upon a thousand hilla. 

" I know all the birds of the mountains, 

" And the wild beasts of the field are before me. 

"If I were hungry, I would not apply to thee ; 

" For the world is mine, and all that is therein. 

"Do I eat the flesh of bulls, 

" Or drink the blood of goats T 

" Ofler to God thanksgiving, 

" And pay thy vows to the most high T 

" And call upon me in the day of trouble, 

" I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me ! " 



! And to the wicked God saith, 

" To what purpose dost thou talk of my statutes J 

" And why hast thou my laws upon thy lips? 
r " Thou, that hatesl instruction 

" And castest my words behind thee! 
) " When thou sccst a thief, thou art pleased with him, 

" And hast fellowship with adulterers. 
t " Thou leltest loose thy mouth to evil, 

" And thy tonguo frameth deceit, 
I " Thou sittest and epeakeat against thy brother ; 

" Thou slandcrest thine own mother's son. 
. " These things hast thou done, nnd I kept Bilenc«; 

" Hence thou thoughtest that I was altogether like 
thyself; 

" But I will reprove thee, and set them in order be- 
fore thee. 



" Mark this, ye that forget God, 
" Lest I tear you in pieces, and n 



" Who3o offereth praise honoreth me; 
" And lo him, who hath regard to his w^ys, 
" Will I show the salralioQ which is from God." 



PSALM LI. 

A prtytt Tor fnigiveneu of aina. TTie Relirew imcripliaD awgiu ui 
caiioo for U. But ibe Iwo loat verses seem banlly recnocilatris • 
tlui iiucrii'tion. Hence Kveral critics regard these verses BS spnrii 
■ddod by some one in Ihe lime of [bo eiile. But sorely jt i« fai m 
reaionBblo lo regard Ibe title u spurious, since we know thu man; 
the lilies are unrouniled coujeciurei. 



A psalm of David, wlt^* 
; unto him, afttr his inte^*" 



For the leader of the mus 
\athan the prophet ca, 
course loi/A Bathskeba. 

1 Have pity upon me, O God, according to thy goo*:!^ 

According to the greatness of thj mercy, blot out ii 
transgressions ! 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity. 
And cleanse me from my sin ! 

3 For I acknowledge my transgressions. 
And my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned. 

And in thy sight have I done this evil ; 

So that thou art just in thy sentence. 
And upright in thy judgment. 

5 Behold I I was born in iniquity. 
And in sin did my mother conceive me, 

6 Behold ! thou desirest truth in the heart ; 
So teach me wisdom in my inmost soul 1 
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7 Purge me with hyssop until I be cleaa ; 
Wash me, until I be whiter than snow ! 

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, 

So that the bones, which thou hast broken, may n 

9 Hide thy face from my sins. 
And blot out ail my iniquities ! 

10 Create within me a clean heart, O God ! 
Renew within me a firm spirit ! 

11 Cast me not away from thy presence, 
And lake not thy holy spirit from me ! 

12 Restore to me the joy of thy protection, 
And may a cheerful spirit sustain me ! 

13 Then will I teach thy ways to transgressors, 
And sinners shall be converted to thee. 

14 Deliver me from the guilt of blood, O God, the God 

of my ealvation, 
That my tongue may sing aloud of thy goodness ! 

15 O I^rd ! open thou my lips. 

That my mouth may show forth thy praise I 

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give it ; 
Thou delightest not in burnt-olFerings. 

17 The sacrifice, which God loveth, is a broken Hpiril ; 
A broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 

despise ! 

18 Do good to Zion according to thy mercy ; 
Build up the walls of Jerusalem ! 

19 Then shall thou be pleased with just sacrifices ; 
With burnlHsfferings perfectly complete; 
Then shall bullocks be offered upon thine altar. 
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PSALM LII. 

RoDODStraoce against a proud and malignant enemy, and prediction of his 
downfall. Very plausible ailments have been urged against the He- 
brew inscription of this psalm. 

For the leader of the music, A psalm of David, when 
jyoegy the Edomite, came and told Saul, and said to him, 
David is come to the house of Abimelech. 

1 Why gloriest thou in mischief, thou man of vio- 

lence ! 
The goodness of God yet continueth daily. 

2 Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs, 

Like a sharp razor, thou contriver of deceit I 

3 Thou lovest evil more than good, 
And lying more than to speak truth. 

4 Thou lovest all devouring words, 

thou deceitful tongue ! 

6 Thee also shall God utterly destroy ^ 

He shall seize thee, and tear thee from thy dwelling- 
place ; 
And uproot thee from the land of the living. 

6 The righteous shall see and fear. 
And make him a subject of scorn. 

7 " Behold the man, that made not God his strength, 
** But trusted in the abundance of his riches, 

** And placed his strength in his wickedness." 

8 But I shall be like a green olive-tree in the houft 

of God; 

1 will trust in the goodness of God for ever and ever. 



i 



.,9 1 will ever praise thee for what thou hast done ; 
I will trust in thee on account of thy goodness 
Before the eyea of thy worshippers I 



Y.l 


The goodness of G 
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Liri. 

iihiTh^ 
re 10 Ps 




Compl, 

This 


a reteniblii 


onn livl 
by some 



For the leader of the music. To be suag oit wind instru- 

1 The fool aaith in his heart, " There ia no God ! " 
They are corrupt; their doings are abominable ; 
There ia none that doth good, 
"3 God Jooketh down from heaven upon the children of 

To see if there are any that have understanding ; 
That have regard to God. 
3 They are all gone astray ; they are every ono corrupt ; 
There is none that doth good, no, not one. 

Shall not the evil-doers be requited, 
L Who eat up my people like bread, 
r And call not upon God 1 
fc'Yea 1 there shall fear come upon them, 
r Where no fear is ; 

|tFor God will scatter the bones of him that encampeth 
against thee ; 
Thou ahalt put them to ahame, for God despisolh them ! 



1 
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6 O that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion ! 
When God bringeth back the captives of his people, 
Jacob shall rejoice and Israel be glad. 



PSALM UV. 

A pray«r against enemica. 

For the leitder of the music. To he sung on stringed tn- 
struments, A psalm of David, when the Ziphitts came 
and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself toithms f 

1 Save me, O God, by thy name. 
And by thy strength defend my cause ! 

2 O God hear my prayer. 

Give ear to the words of my mouth ! 

3 For strangers have risen up against me^ 
And oppressors seek my life ; 

They have not set God before them. 

4 Behold ! God is my helper ; 
The Lord is the support of my life. 

5 He will repay evil to my enemies ; 

For thy truth's sake, O God, cut them off f 

6 With a willing heart will I sacrifice to thee ; 
I will praise thy glorious name, O Jehovah ! 

7 For thou hast delivered me from all trouble, 

So that my eye hath looked with satisfaction upon my^ 
enemies ! 



der of the music. To be sung on stringed i 
struments. A psalm of David. 

I Give ear to my prayer, O God ! 

Hide not thyself from my supplication ! 
9 Be attentive to me and hear me ; 

I wander about mourning, and am agitated, 
of the (liamorB of the enemy, 
of the violence of the wicked. 
For they bring evil upon me ; 
And in wrath eet themselves against me. 

4 My heart trembleth in my bosom, 
And the terrors of death have fallen upon me, 

5 Fear and trembling have seized me, 
And horror hath overwhelmed me. 

6 O, think I, that I had wings like a dove ! 
For then would I fly fiway, and be at rest. 

7 Behold, 1 would wander far away. 
And take up my abode in a wilderness. 

'9 I would hasten away to a shelter 
From the eweeping wind and tempest. 

t Confound, O Lord, divide their counsels ! 

For I behold violence and strife in the city. 
) Day and night do these go about its walls ; 

In the midst of it are initiuity and mischief. 
^ All kinds of wickedness are in the midst of it ; 

Oppression and fraud depart not from its streeta. 
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12 It was not an open foe, that reviled me. 
That I could have borne ; 

Nor one owing me hatred, who rose up against me ; 
From him I could have hid myself. 

13 But it was thou, a man regarded as my equal. 
My friend and my acquaintance ; 

14 We held sweet converse together, 

And walked to the house of God in company. 

15 May sudden death seize upon them ! 
May they go down to Hades alive ! 

For all kinds of wickedness are in their dwellings, 
in the midst of them. 

16 As for me, I will call upon God ; 
And Jehovah will save me. 

17 At evening, at morn, and at noon I mourn and sigh, 
And he will hear my voice. 

18 He will deliver me in peace from my conflict ; 
For many have risen up against me. 

19 God will hear me and bring them down ; 
He that hath been judge of old ; 
Because they have had no reverses. 
Therefore they have no fear of God. 

20 They lift up their hands against their friend, 
And break their covenant with him. 

21 Their speech was softer than butter ; 
But war was in their heart ; 

Their words were smoother than oil, 
Yet were they drawn swords. 

22 Commit thy destiny to the Lord, and he will sustain 

thee ; 
He will never suffer the righteous to fall. 
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23 Tea, thou, O God, wilt bring them down into the low- 
est pit ! 

Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their 
days. 

But J will trust in thee 1 

y. 10. Tliete, i. e. violence and sliile. 



PSALM LVI. 

A prayer for belp by one turrounded by enemies- It has been remarked 
by several critics that the Hebrew inscription does not agree very well 
-milh the contents of this psahn. It seems more applicable to the treat- 
ment of David from Saul and his courtiers. 

For the leader of the music. To he sung to the tune of 
** The dumb dove amongst strangers.*' A psalm of 
David, when the Philistines took him in Gath. 

1 Have pity upon me, O God, for man panteth for my 

life; 
My adversary daily oppresseth me. 

2 Mine enemies daily pant for my life. 

And many are they who proudly war against me. 

3 When I am in fear, 

I will put my trust in thee 1 

4 I will glory in the promise of God : 

In God do I put my trust ; I will not fear ; 
What can flesh do to me ? 

5 Every day they wrest my words; 

All their thoughts are against me for evil. 

6 They gather themselves together, they hide them- 

selves, they watch my steps, 
Lying in wait for my life. 

7 Shall they escape by their iniquity ? 

In thine anger cast down the people, O God ! 
8 
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8 Count thou my wanderings ; 
Put my tears into thy bottle I 
Are they not recorded, in thy book t 



9 When I cry to thee, my enemies ehaJl turn back ; 
This I know, that God is for me. 

10 i will glory in the promise of God ; 

I will glory in the promise of Jehovah. 

1 1 In God do I put my trust ; I will not fear ; 
What can man do to me? 

12 Thy TOWB are upon me, O God ! 
1 will render praises to thee ! 

13 For thou hast delivered me from death ; 
Yea, my feet from falling ; 

That 1 may walk before God in the light of the living. 



i 



PSALM LVII. 

For the leader of the music. To be sang to the tune of 
" Do not destroy." A psalm of David, when he fied 
from Saul in the cave. 

1 Havb pity upon me, O God, have pity upon me. 
For in thee doth my soul seek refuge ! 

Yea, in the shadow of thy wings do I take shelter. 
Until these calamitiea be overpast! 

2 I call upon God the most high. 

Upon God, who performeth all things for me ; 

3 He will send from heaven, and save me ; 

He will put to shame him that panleth for my life ; 
God will send forth his mercy and his truth. 





^fll.] 
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I My liTe is in the midst of lions ; 
I dwell among them that breathe out lite ; 
Among men, whose teeth are spears and arrows. 
And whoae tongue a sharp sword. 

• Exalt thyself, O God, above the heavens, 

And thy glory above all the earth! 
6 They have prepared a net for my steps ; 
My soul is bowed down ; 
They have digged a pit before me. 
But into it they have fallen themselves. 



f My heart ie firm, O Qod, my heart is firm ! 

I will sing and give thanks. 
8 Awake, my soul I awake, psaltery and harp ! 
I will wake with the early dawn. 
_ 9 I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people ; 
M I will sing to thee among the nations ! 
Bl6 For thy mercy reachelh to the heavens ; 
^M And thy truth to the clouds ! 

r 



Exalt thyself, O God, above the heavens. 
And thy glory above all the earth I 



PSALM LVIII. 

Hpted rulers. Prayers and kopei for Iheir daalnic- 
la psolm 10 tho reigD of Saul, olbers lo Ihe luurpaiion 
?r9.wiita gicaler probability, lo amuch Uter period. 



nr the leader of the music. To the ttme of " Do aot 

destToy." A psalm of David. 
I Do ye, indeed, administer justice faithfully t 
Do ye judge with uprightness, ye sons of men 1 



I 



2 Nay, in your hearts ye contrive inii]uit; ; 
Your hands weigh out violence in the earth. 

3 The wicked are estranged from their very birth ; 
Liara go astray, as soon as they are born. 

4 They have poison, like the poison of a serpent ; 
Like the deaf adder's, which sioppeth her ear ; 

5 Which listeueth not to the voice of the charmer ; 
And of the sorcerer, skilful in incantations. 

6 Break, O God, their teeth in their mouths ; 
Break out the great teeth of the lions, O Lord ! 

7 May they melt away like a stream of water ; 
When ihey aim their arrows, may they be broken ! 

8 May rhey be like the snail, which melts away as it 

goes; 
Like the abortion of a woman, that seeth not the sunl 

9 Before your pots feel the heat of the thorns. 
Whether fresh, or burning, they shall be blown away. 

10 The righteous shall rejoice, when he seeth such ven- 

geance. 
He shall bathe h 

11 Then shall met 

the righteous 
" Truly there is a God, who is judge upon the earth," 

V. 9. Before yowpoU, &e. Thi« verse tonlai.la t. prgverb, of which Iha 
■ "■ ir plans shall be defeaU 



in the blood of the wicked. 
" Truly there is a reward for 



i 



PSALM LIX. 



Por the leader of the music. To the tune of " Do not df 
stray." A psalm of David, when Saul sent, and thty 
watched the house to kill Mm. 

1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God I 

Defend me from them, that rise up against me! 

2 Deliver me from the doers of iniqaity, 
And save me from men of blood I 

3 For, lo ! they lie in wait for my life ; 
The mighty are combined against me, 
Without any offence or fault of mine, O Jehovah ! 

4 Without any offence of mine they run and prepare 



thei 



selves : 



Awake to mine aid, and behold ! 

5 Do thou, O Jehovah, God of hosts, God of Israel, 
Awake to punish ail the nations ; 

Show no mercy to any wicked transgressors ! 

6 Let them return at evening, 
n^ het them howl like dogs, 

H And go round about the city ! 

7 Behold ! with their mouths they belch out malice ; 
Swords are upon their lips ; 

For who, say they, will hear ? 

8 Yet thou, O Lord, wilt laugh at them. 
Thou wilt hold the people in derision J 

9 O my strength, I trust in thee ! 
For God is my defence ; 

My merciful God will come to my aid ; 
Ood will let me look with joy upon my enemies. 
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11 Slay them not, lest my people forget ; 
Scatter ihem by thy power, and cast them down, 
O Lord, our shield ! 

12 All the words of their lipa are sin ; 
Lei them be overtaken in their pritte, 

For the imprecationa and the falsehood, which they 

13 Consume them in thy wrath ; consume them that they 

be no more, 

That they may know, that God ruleth in Jacob, 

Even to the ends of the earth 1 
U Let them return at evening, 

Let them howl tike dogs, 

And go round about the city ! 
15 Let them wander about for food, 

Wlien they have passed the night unsatisfied I 



16 But I win sing of thy power ; 

Yea, in the morning will I sing aloud of thy mercy ; 
For thou hast been my defence. 
My refuge in the day of my distress. 

17 To thee, O my strength, will 1 aing! 

For God is my defence ; a God of mercy to me. 

B. — V. II. 
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PSALM LX. 

Prayer for success, and hopes of victory and conquest in a very disastrous 
state of public affairs. It is difficult to reconcile the contents of tins 
psalm indtli tlie Hebrew inscription, or with any state <^ affairs recorded 
in the history of David. Some refer it to the besfinning of the reign of 
Hexekiah. See 2 Chron. zzijc. 5, &c. Others to the times of the Muca- 
bees. See 1 Mac. ch. v. 

For the leader of the music ; upon the Shushan-Eduth ;* a 
psalm of David for instruction ; when he was at strife 
with the Syrians of Mesopotamia, and the Syrians of 
Zoha ; when Joah returned and smote twelve thousand 
Edomites in the valley of Salt. 

1 O God, thou hast forsaken us ; thou hast broken 

us in pieces ; 
Thou hast been angry ; — O revive us again ! 

2 Thou hast made the land tremble ; thou hast rent it ; 

heal its breaches, for it tottereth I 

8 Thou hast caused thy people to see hardship ; 
Thou hast made us drink the wine of intoxication. 

4 Lifl up a banner for them that fear thee^ 
For the sake of thy faithfulness 1 

5 That thy beloved may be delivered, 

Save with thy right hand, and answer me ! 

6 Ood promiseth by his holiness ; I will rejoice ; 

1 shall yet divide Shechem, 

And measure out the valley of Succoth. 

7 Oilead shall be mine, and mine Manasseh ; 
Ephraim shall be my helmet. 

And Judah my lawgiver ; 

8 Moab shall be my wash-bowl ; 
Upon Edom shall I cast my shoe, 
I shall triumph over Philistia. 



PSALMS. 

9 Who will bring me to the strong city T 
Who will lead rae into Edom 1 

10 Will not thou, O God, who didst foraake us, 
And didst not go forth with our armies ? 

11 Give us thine aid in our distresB, 
For vain is the help of man ! 

12 Through God we shall do valiantly ; 
For he will tread down our enemies. 



PSALM LXI. 

A prayer of an enilefor b«lp, for roitoniiion lo hia nalive Jand, aniifarlbe 
Mih and prosperJiyoflhG kiug. Ii Is commoaly apposed (o have be«ii 
catDpOBed by Etavld, while ui eiile Ironi Jerusolem during ihe rclxlliDD 
of Absalom. 

For the leader of the music. To be sung upon stringed 
instruments. A psalm of David. 

1 Hear my cry, O God ! 
Attend to my prayer ! 

2 From the extremity of the land I cry unto thee io 

deep sorrow of heart ; 
Lead me to the rock that is high above me I 

3 For thou art my refuge, 

My strong tower against the enemy. 

4 I shall dwell in thy tabernacle for ever ; 

I will seek refuge under the covert of thy wings. 

5 For thou, O God, wilt hear my vows, 

And give me the inheritance of those who fear thy 



d 
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6 O prolong the life of the king I 

May his years extend through many generations ! 

7 May he reign for ever before God ! 

Grant that mercy and truth may preserve him ! 

8 So will I sing praise to thy name for ever ; 
I will daily perform my vows. 

V. 4. Thy tabernacle f i. e. under tby protection 3 the Supreme Being re- 
garded as the master of a house. 



PSALM LXII. 

TuntinGod in circumstances of distress. If the composition be David's, 
it may refer to the time of the rebellion of Absalom, or of his persecution 
by Saul. 

For the leader of the music of the Jeduthunites. A psalm 

of David. 

1 On God alone my soul reposeth ; 
From him cometh my deliverance. 

2 He alone is my rock, and my salvation ; 
He is my safeguard, I shall not wholly fall. 

3 How long will ye continue to assault a single man ? 
How long will ye all seek to destroy me. 

Like a bending wall, or a tottering fence ? 

4 They study how to cast me down from my eminence ; 
They delight in falsehood ; 

They bless with their mouths, but in their hearts they 
curse. , 

5 My soul, repose thou on God alone, 
For from him cometh my hope ! 

6 He alone is my rock and my salvation ; 
He is my safeguard, I shall not fall. 
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7 From God cometh my help and my glory ; I * 

My strong rock, my refuge is God. 
S Trust in him at all times, ye people ! 

Pour out your hearta before him ! 

God is our refuge ! 

9 Truly men of low degree are vanity ; 
And men of high degree are a. lie ; 
Placed in the balance, 
They are all tighter than vanity. 

10 Trust not in extortion ; 
Place no rain hopes in rapine ; 
If riches increase, set not your heart upon them I 

11 Once hath God promised ; twice hare I heard it ; 
And power belongeth unto God. 

12 To thee also belongeth mercy, O Lord, 
For thou dost render to every man according to h 

V. II. And potMT bdmgtth, i. e. He i) abl« lo peribnn his promisa. 



PSALM LXIII. 



A psalm of David, lohen kr teas in the utildemess of Ju-—-^ ^ 
dak. 

1 O God, thou art my God I earnestly do I 

My soul thirsteth, ray flesh longeth for thee. 
In a dry, thirsty land, where is no water ! 

2 Thus I look toward thee in thy sanctuary. 
To behold thy power and thy glory ! 

3 For thy goodncBS is better than life ; 
Therefore my lips shall praise thee \ 



I 
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4 So will I bleM thee, while I live ; 
With thy name will I lift up my hands 1 

5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fotness, 
And with joyful lips my mouth shall praise thee ; 

6 When I think of thee upon my bed. 

And meditate on thee in the night watches ; 

7 For thou art my help, 

And in the shadow of thy wings I rejoice ; 

8 My soul cleaveth to thee ; 
Thy right hand holdeth me up. 

9 While they, who seek to destroy my life, 

Shall themselves descend into the depths of the earth. 

10 They shall fall by the sword 
And be a portion for jackals, 

11 But the king shall rejoice in God ; 

All that swear by him shall be honored ; 
But the mouth of liars shall be stopped. 



PSALM LXIV. 

PrtTor for protection from enemies. Supposed to refer to Darid's calum- 
niators in the court of Saul, or during the rebellion of Absalom. 

For the leader of the music, A psabn of David, 

1 Hear my voice, O God, when I pray ; 
Preserve my life from the terrors of the enemy ! 

2 Hide me from the assembly of the wicked, 
From the brawling crowd of evil-doers ! 

3 For they sharpen their tongues like a sword^ 
They aim their poisoned words like arrows, 

4 To shoot in secret at the upright ; 
Suddenly do they shoot at him without fear. 
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5 They prepare themselvea for 



" Who," gay they, " will see them t " 

6 They meditate crimes ; " We have finished," say they 

"o«,pl.n.l" 
The heart and bosom of every one of them are deep. 

7 But God will shoot an arrow at them ; 
Suddenly shall ihey be wounded. 

8 Thus their own tongues sliall bring them down ; 
All, who see them, will tlee away. 

9 Then will all men fear, 

And declare what God hath done, 
And attentively consider his work. 
10 The righteous shall rejoice, and trust in Jehovah; 
All the upright in heart shall glory. 

V. 6. n-iU lee them, i. e. the marcs. 



PSALM LXV. 



lo Uie time of the captivil;. 

For the leader of the n 
1 To thee belongeth ti 



3f God. Occasion imbDOwj; 



c. A psalm of David. 
, to thee praise, O God of 



And to thee is the vow performed ! 

2 O thou, that hearest prayer, 
To thee doth all flesh come ! 

3 My iniquitiee are heavy upon me ; 

But thou wilt forgive our transgressions I 



X7.J 
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4 Happy ia he, whom thou choosest. 

And bringest near thee to dwe!) in thy courts 1 
O aatisf; us with the blessings of thy house, 
Thy lioly temple ! 

5 By wonderful deeds dost thou answer U9 in ihy good- 

O God, our saviour 1 

Who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, 

And of the moat distant seas I 

6 Thou makest fast the mountains by thy power. 
Being girded with strength! 

7 Thou stillest the row of the sea, 

The roar of its wayea, i 

And the tumult of the people. 
S The remotest inhabitants of the earth are awed by 
thy wonderful works ; 
Thou makest the regions of the morning and of the 
evening to rejoice I 
'hou Tisitest the earth and waterest it ; 
'hou enrichest it exceedingly ; 
'he river of God is full of water, 
auppliest the earth with corn, 
^hen thou hast thus prepared it. 
'hou watereat its furrows, 
.□d breakest down its ridges ; 
liS'hou makest it soft with showers, 
And blessest Its increase. 
Thou crownest the year with thy goodnesi ; 
Thy footsteps drop fruitfulness. 
a They drop it upon the pastures of the wilderness, 
And the hills are girded with joy. 




PSALM LXVI. 

Thwikijjiving to God after deliverance from grcal 
corery orUcukiafa; by aLfaen 



For the leader of the music. A psalm. 

1 Raise a joyful shout uuto God, all ye lands ! 

2 Sing je ihe honor of his name ; 
Make his praise glorious ! 

3 Say unto God, How terrible are thy doings ! 
Through the greatness of thy power thine enemies ai 

suppliants to tliee ! 

4 Let all the earth warship thee. 

Sing praise to thee, and celebrate thy name ! 

5 Come, behold the works of God, 

How terrible his doings amongst the sons of men ! 

6 He turned tbe sea into dry land ; 
They went through the deep on foot j 
Then we rejoiced in him. 

7 By his power he ruleth for ever ; 
His eyes are fixed upon the nations 
Let not the rebellious exalt Ihemsel' 




%vl: 
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8 O bless our God, ye people, 
And proclaim aloud his praise ! 

9 It is he who preserveth our lives. 
And suffereth not our feel to alumhle. 

10 Thou hast, indeed, proved us. O God ! 
Thou hast tried us as silver is tried. 

11 Thou hroughtest us into a snare. 

And laidest a. heavy burden upon our backs ; 

12 Thou didst cause men to ride upon our heads. 
And we have gone through fire and water ; 

But thou hast now brought ua to a place of abundance. 

13 I will go into thy house with burnt-oSeriogs ; 
I will pay thee my vows ; 

14 The vows, which my iips uttered ; 
Which my mouth promised in my trouble. 

f Burnt sacrifices of fatlings will I offer to thee with in- 
cense ; 
Rams, bullocks, and goats will I sacrifice to thee. 

16 Come and hear, all ye who fear God, 
And I will relate what be hath done for me ! 

17 I called upon him with my mouth. 
And extolled him with my tongue ; 

18 If I had meditated wickedness in ray heart. 
The Lord would not have heard me ; 

19 But surely God hath heard me, 

And had regard to the voice of my supplication. 

20 Blessed be God, who did not reject my prayer 
Nor withhold hia mercy from me I 



ahorse, whie 


in uniler ibe absolule rontru 
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PSALM LXVII. 



For the leader of thr music. To lie sung on st 
struments. A psalm. 

1 O God, be merciful to us, and bless ub. 

And cause thy countenance to shine upon i 

3 That thy doings may be known on earth, 
And thy saving power to aJl nations. 

5 Let the nations praise thee, O God, 
Yea, let all the nations praise tliee ! 

4 Let all the nations be glad, and shout for joy '. 
For justly dost thou judge the people, 
And govern the nations upou the earth. 

6 Let the nations praise thee, O God, 
Yea, let all the nations praise thee ! 

6 For the earth hath yielded her increase. 
And God, our God, hath blessed ua. 

7 May God continue to bless ub. 
And may all the ends of the earth fear him 



PSALM LXVin. 



the octaiion of Ihe rpmi 
moTBl or tile ark fnim 
'i. 12. Others supposn 



i1 orihn srk. Some rappnga il l6 nbr 
! bqUH: of Obedediim la Moniil Zicn. 
Id have bern composed srierDtTid'i 
Ihe combined forves Dflhe Edamhet, 
e ark, having been Isken lo Ihe War, 



For the leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

I Let God arise, and his enemies are scattered ; 
And they who hate him flee before him. 
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2 As smoke is dispersed, so thou disperses! them ; 
As wax melteth before the fire, 

So perish the wicked before the face of God. 

3 But the righteous are glad and rejoice in his presence, 
Yea, they exult exceedingly. 

4 Sing unto God ; sing praises to his name ; 
Prepare the way for him, who rideth through the desert ; 
Jehovah is his name ; be joyful in his presence ! 

5 The father of the fatherless, and the protector of th^ 

widow. 
Is God in his holy habitation. 

6 He causeth the forsaken to dwell in houses ; 

He leadeth forth to prosperity them that are bound ; 
But the rebellious shall inhabit a barren soil. 

7 O God, when thou didst go before thy people, 
When thou didst march through the wilderness, 

8 The earth quaked, and the heavens dropped at the 

presence of God ; 
Yea, Sinai trembled at the presence of God, the God 
of Israel. 

9 Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain ; 
Thou didst strengthen thy wearied inheritance. 

10 Thy people established themselves in the land ; 
Thou, O God, in thy goodness, didst provide for the 

needy ! 

11 The Lord gave the song of victory j 

Virgin minstrels published it to the numerous host. 

12 " The kings with their armies have fled — have fled ! 
" And the matron at home divideth the spoil. 

13 ** Ye may repose yourselves in the stalls, 

'^ Like the wings of a dove covered with silver, 

** And her feathers with shining gold." 
9* 
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xir 


14 When the Most Higli destroyed ihe kings in theland. 




It was white with their bonea like Salmon. 


r t 


15 Ye lofty hills, ye hills of Bashan, 1 ' 


Ye many-topped hills, ye hilla of Bashan, \ < 


16 Why frown ye, ye many-topped hills, % 


At the hill, in which God ia pleased to dwell, V 


In which Jehovah will dwell for ever ! \ 


17 The chariots of God are myriads, yea, thousands o ^ ' 


thousands ; 


God is in the midst of them, as upon Sinai, in th^^^ _ 


sanctuary. ■ 


18 Thou hast ascended on high, 1 


Thou hast led capli?e the vanquished, ' 


Thou hast received gifts from men. 


Even from rebels; and here wilt thou dwell, O Lorcfc^'^ 


God! 


19 Praised be the Lord daily ! 


When we are heavy laden, the mighty One is our help. - •^■ 


20 Our God is a God of salvation ; Jj 


From the Lord God cometh deliverance from death. fl 


21 But God smiteih the head of his enemies, i 


Even the hairy crowns of those, who persist in their "^^^ 


iniquity. 


23 "I wiU bring them back," aaith Jehovah, " from -*^, 


Bashan ; 


" I will bring them back from the deep sea ; J 


23 " That thy foot may be dipped in their blood; 


"That thy dogs may drink the blood of thine ene-—^ 


mies," 


24 We have seen thy procession, O God, ^ 


The procession of mj God, my king, to his sanctuary 1^^ 


25 The singers go before ; the minstrels follow, 


Amidst damsels playing on timbrels. 

J 


i. m 




!8 Praise ye God in your a 

Praise Jehnvah, all ye trom ihe fountaiD of Israel ! 
!7 Here is Benjamin, the youugeet, their leader ; 

The chiefs of Jiidah, their strength ; 

The chiefs of Zebuloo and the chiefs of Naphtali. 



S God has ordained thy strength, O Israel ! 

Show forth thy might, O God, thou who hast wrought 
for ua! 
•9 Because of thy temple in Jerusalem 

Shall kings bring presents to thee. 
10 Rebuke the wild beast of the reeds. 

The multitude of bulls with the calves of the nations, 

So that they shall cast themselves down with masses 
of silver ; 

Scatter thou the nations that delight in war ! 

31 Princes shall come from Egypt ; 

Ethiopia shall hasten with outstretched hands to God. 

32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth ; 
Sing praises to Jehovah ! 

33 To him, who rideth upon the ancient heaven of heav- 



Behold he uttereth his voice, hia mighty voice ! 

34 Give glory to God, 

Whose majesty is in Israel, and whose might is in 

35 Terrible art thou, O God, from thy sanctuary I 

The God of Israel giveth strength and power to 

Praised be God ! 
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PSALM LXIX. 

Prayer for id againil enemici. Hope of del iversnce, «nd of return lhini«Ua. 
AJlboug^ the IiiIk givu Ihii psalm lo David, tayt Qeddes, Ihere are pav 
ugea ui il wbich simiigl}' miliLiiie agaiuL itae wppnaiiion, Ihal b> wu Uis 
■ulhor of il ; and ii Is highly probable ihal ii is ibe compotilioD of t. bard 
■It Btbjlna, bcwalting bin pcnple'a cBlamilie* in hi) awn name. Eva 
■bote ciiiici, Kbo ibiuk thai ihe paalm might originally have baenoompo*- 
ed by David, allow Utal ihe Issl (bur venei muM have been aJded after 
(In np<iviiy. Bui why nol give the whols to the same peraoa ? Be- 
cniue Luke and John have accommodated lome poru of this panhi W 
Christ, il hai been called a prophetic piatm. The quatatioas in Lake 
and John may be eiplaioed on the lame princifJe aa that in Ibefinrifi^k- 
ter of Matthew," Out ofEgj-p' have 1 called my son; "' which ia evident- 
ly nol a prediction, but an historical fact. Motttoflbe modem Gennan 
interpreters f.ippo«e tbo [subject of the paalm lo be the Jewish onliDaf rep- 



For the Itadcr of Ike music. Upon tlie Skoshannim. 
A psalm of David. 

1 Save me, O Goii, 
For the walers press in to my very life ! 

2 I siok in deep mire, where is no atanding ; 
I have come into deep waters, and the waves flow 

3 I am weary with crying ; my throat is parched ; 
Mine eyes are wasted, while I wait for God. 

4 More nuraerous than the haira of my head 
Are they, who hate me without reason; 
Mighty are they, who eeek to destroy me, being my 

enemies witliout cause; 
I am obliged to restore that which I took not away. 

5 O God, thou knowesl my offences, 
And my elns are not hidden from thee I 
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6 Let not them that trust in ihee, through me be put to 

O Lord JehoTah, God of hosts ! 

Let not them that seek thee, through me he confound- 
ed, 

God of Israel ! 

7 For on account of ihee do I suffer reproach, 
ADd shame corereth my face 1 

8 I am become u stranger to my brothers ; 
Yea, an alien to my mother's sons. 

9 For zeal for thy house consumelh me. 

And the reproaches of them that reproach thee fall 

10 When I weep and fast, 
That is made my reproach ; 

11 When 1 clothe mj?elf in sackcloth, 
Then I become their by-word. 

12 They who sit in the gate speak against me, 
And 1 am become the song of drunkards. 

13 Yet will I address my prayer, O Jehovah, to thee ! 
May it be in an acceptable time according to thj 

great goodness ! 
Hear, O God, and afford me thy sure help ! 

14 Rescue me from the mire, and let me not sink; 
May I be delivered from my enemies — from the 

15 Let not the water-flood overflow me ; 
Lei not the deep swallow me up, 

And let not the pit close her mouth upon me ! 

16 Hear me, O Lord, since great is thy goodness; 
According to thine infinite kindness look upon me I 

17 Hide not ihy face from thy servant ; 

1 am grsKtly dlstreMed, O maka haste to mine aid ! 



it my reproacli, and diahonor, andshamei 



) Reproach hath broken ray heart, and I am full oi 

I look tbr pity, but there is none ; 

For comforters, but I find none. 
I For my food they give me gall. 

And in my thirst they give me vinegar to drink. ' 
I May their table be to them a snare; 

In their prosperity may it be a trap ! 
J May their eyes be darkened, that they may not s( 

And their loina weak, that they may always st^ 
I Poiir out upon them thine indignation, 

And may the heat of thine anger overtake them ! 
> Let their habitation be desolate, 

And let none dwell Id their tents ! 
J For they persecute those, whom thou hast smitten. 

And increase the pain of those, whom thou hat - 
woimded. 
r Add iniquity to their iniquity, 

And let them never partake of thy favor ! 
3 Let them be blotted out of the book of the iifiag ; 

Let not their names be written with the righteous I 



> But I am poor, and sorrowful ; 

May thine aid, O God, set me on high 1 
) Then will I praise the name of God in a song ; 

I will give glory to him with thanksgiving. 
I More pleasing shall this be to Jehovah, 

Than a full-horned and full-hoofed bullock. 
! The afliicled shall see, and rejoice ; 

The hearts of them that fear God shall be revived 




13 For Jehovah heareth the poor, 

And despiseth not his people in their bonda. 
}4 Let the heaven and the earth praise him ; 

The sea, and all that move therein ! 

15 For God will save Zion, and will build the cii 

Judah, 
That they may dwell therein, and possess it. 

16 Yea, the posterity of his servants shall possess il 
And they that love him shall dwell therein. 
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For the leader of the music. A psalm of David, for 

K remembrance, 

Make haate, O God, to deliver me, 
Jehovah, come speedily to mine aid I 

2 May they all be confounded, and covered with shame, 
Who seek to take my life ! 

May they be driven back with disgrace, 
Who desire to do me injury ! 

3 May they bo turned back with shame, 
Who cry out to me, Aha 1 aha 1 

lut let all, who seek thee, be glad and rejoice in 

thee I 
^t them, that love thy protection, ever say, 
"Exalted be Jehovah ! " 



PSALMS. [LXX 



5 But I am poor and needy ; 
O God, hasten to mine aid I 
Thou art my h^lp and my deliverer, 
O Lord, make no delay ! 



PSALM LXXI. 

Prayer for assistance a^nst enemies ; commonly supposinl to have bees 
composed by David in his old age, during the rebellion of Absalom. 

1 In thee, O Jehovah, do I put my trust ! 
Let me never be put to shame ! 

2 In thy goodness deliver and rescue me ; 
Incline thine ear to me and save me ! 

3 Be thou the rock of my abode, where I may continc^' 

ally resort ! 
Thou hast granted me deliverance ; 
For thou art my rock, and my fortress ! 

4 Save me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked ; 
From the hand of the unjust and cruel ! 

5 For thou art my hope, O Lord Jehovah ! 
Thou hast been my trust from my youth ! 

6 Upon thee have I leaned from my birth ; 

From my earliest breath thou hast been my support ; 
My song hath been continually of thee ! 

7 I am a wonder to many. 
But thou art my strong refuge ; 

8 Let my mouth be full of thy praise ; 
Let thy glory be my daily theme I 

9 Cast me not off in mine old age ; 
Forsake me not, when my strength faileth ! 
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10 For my enemies speak against me, 

And they, who lay wait for my life, consult together ; 

11 " God," say they, " hath forsaken ium ; 

*' Pursue and seize him ; he hath no deliverer ! " 

12 O God, be not far from me ! 

Come speedily to mine aid, O my God ! 

13 Let them perish with shame, who are my enemies ; 
Let them be covered with contempt and dishonor, 

who seek my hurt ! 

14 But I will hope continually ; 

I shall yet praise thee more and more. 

15 My mouth shall speak of thy goodness, 
Of thy sure protection, all the day long ; 
For thy mercies are more than I can number. 

16 I will celebrate thy mighty deeds, O Lord Jehovah ! 
1 will make mention of thy goodness, of thine only ! 

17 O God, thou hast taught me from my youth. 

And thus far have I declared thy wonderful deeds ; 

18 And now, when I am old and gray-headed, 
O God, forsake me not. 

Until I make known thine arm to the coming gene- 
ration, 
Thy mighty power to all posterity ! 

19 For thy goodness, O God, reacheth to the heavens ; 
Wonderful things dost thou, O God, who is like to 

thee? 

20 Thou hast suffered us to see great and grievous 

troubles ; 
' Thou wilt again give us life, 
And wilt bring us back from the depths of the earth ! 

21 Thou wUt increase my greatness ; 
Thou wilt again comfort me ! 

10 
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22 Then will I praise thee with the psaltery ; 
Even thy faithfulness, O my God ! 

To thee will Vsing with the harp, 
O Holy One of Israel ! 

23 My lips shall rejoice, when I sing to thee, 

And my soul, which thou hast redeemed from death ; 

24 My tongue also shall continually speak of thy right- 

eousness. 
For all, who seek my hurt, are brought to shame and 
confounded. 

V. 17. Thou hast taught me, i. e. to praise theo. 



PSALM LXXII. 

The Hebrew title of this psalm is ambiguous, admitting of the tnmdatkHi 
Of, or For, Solomon. It is, perhaps, most probable that.it was pre- 
fixed by some one, who supposed Solomon to be the subject, rathw thaa 
the author, of the psalm. We have seen, however, that in the interpre- 
taticm of a psakn very little regard is to be paid to its title. TIm Ghal- 
dee translators, and many ancient Jews, supposed the psahn to be pro- 
phetic of the Messiah ; and this, perhaps, is the most commcm ofmrion m 
modem times. Some, however, regard it as an inauguration ode^ i. e. 
an ode composed on the succession of a prince to the throne, baying ex- 
clusive reference to Solomon, or some other Jewish king \ the good 
wishes of the poet being expressed in hyperbolical language not uncom- 
mon on such occasions, especially in Eastern countries. 

For, or, of Solomon. 

1 To the king, O God, give thy justice, 
And to the son of a king thine equity ! 

2 Yea ! he shall judge thy people with righteousness, 
And thine oppressed with justice. 

3 For the mountains shall bring forth peace to the peo- 

ple, 
And the hills righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the (^pressed of the people ; 
He shall relieve the destitute. 

And break in pieces the oppressor. 



5 They ahali fear tliee as long as the si 



land n 



a shall 



From generation to geoeratjon. 
> He shall be like rain descending upon the shorn 

''Like showers, which water the earth. 
r In his days shall the righteous flourish. 

And great shall be their prosperity, as long as the moon 
shall endure. ' 

B He shall have dominion from sea to sea. 

And from the river to the ends of the earth. 
9 The inhabitants of the desert shall bow before him, 

And his enemies shall ilck the dust. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring 

presents ; 
The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 
! Yea, all kings shall fall down before him ; 
All nations shall serve him. 

2 For he shall deliver the poor, who crieth for aid, 
And the oppressed, who hath no helper. 

3 He shall spare the weak and the needy. 
And save the life of the destitute. 

4 He shall redeem them from deceit and violence, 
And their blood shall be precious in his sight. 

5 He shall flourish, and to him shall be given the gold 

of Shcba ; 

1 Prayer also shall be made for him continually, 
~ And daily shall he be praised. 

6 There shall be an abundance of corn in the land ; 
Even on the tops of the mountains its crops shall 

shake like Lebanon, 
And the citizens shall flourish as the grass of the 
earth. 
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17 His name shall endure for ever ; 

His name shall be continued as long as the sun. 
Men shall bless by making mention of his name ; 
All nations shall call him blessed. 

* « « 

18 Praised be God Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
Who alone doth wonderful things ! 

19 Praised he his glorious name for ever ; 

May his glory ^11 the whole earth ! Amen f Amen ! 

20 Here end the psalms of David, the son of Jesse, 

y. 17. Men thall bleas by making mention of his nam*, i. e. they dnB aa/i 
If ay God bless you, as he did that great king. See Gen. zlviii. 20. 



BOOK III. 



PSALM LXXIir. 



on ihe ways of Providcni 
ill flppoLnlLos thu eondilioi 
ilstJMmilartolhiilof Ps. 



jixLx. <md slix. and of the 



I A psalm of Asaph. 

' 1 Truly God is good to IsTael, 
To those who are pure in heart, 
2 Yet my feet almoBt gave way ; 
My Btspa had well nigh slipped ; 
bS For I was envious of the profane, 
■ When I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

4 For they hive no pains to the day of their death ; 
Their bodies are in fail health. 

5 They have not the woes of other men, 
Neither are they smitten like otiier men. 

6 Therefore pride encircleth their neck, as a collar ; 
Violence corereth them, as a garment. 

7 From their bosom isaueth their iniquity ; 
The designs of their hearts burst forth. 

8 They mock, and speak of malicious of^reaaion ; 
Their words aie h&ughty ; 

10« 
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• 
9 They stretch forth their mouth to the heavens, 

And their tongue goeth through the earth ; 

10 Therefore his people walk in their ways, 
And there drink from full fountains. 

11 And they say, " How doth God know ? 

" How can there be knowledge with the Most High ? '* 

12 Behold these ungodly men ! 

They are ever prosperous ; they heap up riches. 

13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain ; 

In vain have I washed my hands in innocence. 

14 For every day have I been smitten ; 
Every morn have I been chastened. 

15 If I should resolve to speak like them. 
Surely I should be treacherous to thy children. 

16 So when I studied to know this. 
It was painful to my eyes ; 

17 Until I went into the sanctuaries of God^ 
And considered what was their end. 

16 Behold ! thou hast set them on slippery places ; 
Thou caste st them down into unseen pits. 

19 How are they brought to desolation in a moment. 
And utterly consumed with sudden destruction I 

20 As a dream vanishes, when one awaketh, 

So thou, OLord, when thou awakest them^ wilt cause 
their imaginary greatness to vanish ! 

21 When my heart was embittered with envy, 
And my bosom vexed with indignation ; 

22 Thea I was stupid, and without understanding ; 
I was like one of the brutes before thee. 

23 Yet am I ever under thy care ; 

By my right hand thou dost hold me up. 
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34 Thou wilt guide me with thy counsel, 
And at last receive me with glory. 

35 Whom have I in heaven but thee, 

And whom on earth do I love in comparison with 
thee? 

36 Though my flesh and my heart fail, 

God is the strength of heart, and my portion for ever. 

37 For, lo ! they, who are far from thee, perish ; 

Thou destroy est all, who estrange themselves from 
thee. 
28 But it is good for me to draw near to God ; 
I put my trust in the Lord God, 
That I may declare all thy works. 

V. 9. To^heavetu : A hjrperbolical description of their haughty laonagv. 
— y. 20. When thou awakest them, i.e. from uninterrupted prospenty. — 
Y. 21. indignation : At the thought of the prosperity of the wicked. 



PSALM LXXIV. 

Ptrayer on account of the desolation of the temple, and other grievous 
affictioDS of the Hebrew nation. This psahn could not have bcMon com- 
posed before the Babylonish captivity, and of course could not have had 
for its author Asaph, the contemporary of David. The occauoa of the 
pittlm is commonly supposed to be the desolation of the city and temple 
by the Chaldeans. Some, however, refer it to the invasion of Judea by 
Antiochus Epiphanes, as recorded in I Mac. ch. i. But the canon of 
Scripture is commonly supposed to have been completed long before that 



A psalm of Asaph. 

1 O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever ? 

Why doth thine anger smoke against the flock of thy 
pasture ? 

2 Remember the people, which thou didst purchase of 

old; 
Thine own inheritance, which thou didst redeem ; 
That mount Zion, where thou once didst dwell ! 
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8 Hasten thy steps to those utter desolations ; 
Every thing in the sanctuary the foe hath abused ! 

4 Thine enemies roar in the place of thine assemblies ; 
Their own symbols have they set up for signs. 

5 They appeared like those, who raise the axe against 

a thicket ; 

6 They have broken down the carved work of thy tem- 

ple with axes and hammers; 

7 They have cast fire into thy sanctuary ; 

They have profanely levelled thy dwelling-place with 
the ground. 

8 They said in their hearts, ^* Let us destroy them all 

together I " 
They have burned all the synagogues of God in the 
land. 

9 We no longer see our sacred symbols ; 
There is no prophet amongst us ; 

Nor any one that knoweth, how long this desolation 
shall endure. 

10 How long, O God, shall the foe revile ? 
Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever ? 

11 Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand ? 
Take it from thy bosom, and destroy ! 

12 Yet God was our king of old, 

Working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

13 Thou didst divide the sea by thy power ; 

Thou didst crush the heads of the sea-monsters in the 
waters. 

14 Thou didst break in pieces the head of the crocodile ; 
Thou gavest him for food to the inhabitants of the 

desert. 

15 Thou didst cleave forth the fountain and the stream ; 
Thou didst dry up perennial rivers. 
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16 Thine is the day, and thine the night ; 
Thou didst prepare the light and the sun. 

17 Thoa didst establish all the boundaries of the earth ; 
Thou didst ordain summer and winter. 

18 O remember that the enemy hath reviled Jehovah ; 
That an impious people hath blasphemed thy name ! 

19 Give not up the life of thy turtle-dove ; 
Forget not for ever thine afflicted people ! 

M Hare regard to thy covenant ! 

For aU the dark places of the land are full of the 

abodes of cruelty. 

121 O let not the afflicted go away ashamed ; 

Let the poor and oppressed have cause to praise thy 

namei 

:82 Arise« O God ! maintain thy cause ! 

Remember how the impious revileth thee daily ! 

9S Forget not the clamor of thine adversaries ; 

The noise of thine enemies, which continually as- 

cendetfa i! 

v. 4. Their 'OtonstfmMs, &c. i. e. their own heathenish representationf of 
fdigiouMwnnhip in plauot of the Jewish. 

PSALM LXXV. 

ThuA»giYmg in view of deliverance from enemies. This psalm contains 
DO indication of the time of its composition, except that it resembles 
those, which were composed in the later ages of the kingdom. 

JFkar the leader cf the music. To the tune of " Do not 

destroy J^ A psalm of Asaph. 

1 We give thanks to thee, O God, we give thanks to 
thee, and thy name is near us ; 
Men shall celebrate thy wonderful deeds. 



" ThcD will I judge with equity ; 

3 " The eattli trembles, and all lier inhabitants, 
"Bull uphold her pillars." 

4 I say to the proud ; Behave not proudly ; 
To the wicked, Lift not up your heads I 

5 Lift not up your heads on high, 
And speak not with a stilf neck 1 

6 For promotion comeih neither from the East, 

West, nor South ; 

7 But it is God, who is judge ; 

He putteth down one, and setteth up another. 

8 For in the hand of God there is a cup ; 
The wine is foaming and full of spices. 
And of it he poureth out ; 

Even to the dregs shall all the wicked of the e 
drinlc it. 

9 Therefore I will extol him for ever ; 

I will sing praise to the God of Israel. 



10 



" I will bring down the power of the wicke 
But the righteous shall lift up their heads." 



PSALM LXXVL 

Thaokagiviiig for victory ijtm poweriul enemies. TLis psalm prohat''^ 
beloDgH lo Uio same age wilh lie preceding. 

For the leader of the music. Upon stringed iastnimen^-^'^i 
A psalm of Asaph. 
1 In Judah ia God known ; 
Great is his name in Israel. 



is/rumen*-*"! 
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2 In Jerusalem is his tabernacle, 
And his dwelling-place in Zion. 

3 There biakc lie the lightning of the bow, 

The shield, the sword, and all the weapons of battle. 

4 More glorious and excellent art thou 
Than those mountains of robbers ! 

5 Spoiled are the stout-hearted ; 
They sank into their sleep ; 

The hands of the iniijhty were powerless. 

6 Before thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Fell chariot and boTseman into a deep sleep! 

7 Thou, thou, O God, art terrible! 

Who can stand before thee in thine anger T 

8 Thou causedst judgment to be heard from heaven ; 
The earth trembled and was still, 

9 When God arose to judgment. 

To save all the oppressed of the earth. 

10 The wrath of man shall praise thee, 

When thou girdest on the whole of thy wrath I 

11 Make and perform vowa to Jehovah, your God ! 

Let all, who dwell around him, bring gifts to the ter- 



rible 



el 



12 Who casteth down the pride of princes ; 
Who is terrible to the kings of the earth. 
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PSALM LXXVri, 


Pr»yetinBsea»oiiofgreaii>ibKccBlflniiIy. ConsoJalioii and hope derived 


rrom mediiaiion upan fonnei Tavon nf God la Uu naiion. Thii pulm 


WB» imbablv compoied during Ibe cnpLivlLy, or at least afier ibo nptre- 
uonoflbeleambcs. 


for the leader of Ike music of the JeduthutiUes. A psalm 


of Aiapk. 


1 I CALL apon God ; I cr; alouil for help ; 


I caJi upoQ God, ihal he would hear me ! 


2 In the day of my trouble I seelt Jehovah ; 


lu the nij;ht is mj- hand stretched forth continually ; 


My soul refuseth to be comforted. 


3 I remember God, and am disqQieted ; 


I think of him, and my spirit is overwhelmed. 


4 Thou kcepest mine eyelids from closing; 


I am distressed, so that I cannot speak ! 


5 I think of the days of old. 


The years of ancient times. 


6 I call to remembrance my songs in the night ; 


I meditate in my heart, 


And my spirit inquireth. 


7 Will the Lord be angry for ever ? 


Will he be farorable no more ! 


8 Is his mercy utterly withdrawn for ever ; 


Doth his promise fail from generation to generatiool , 


9 Halh God forgotten to be gracious 1 


Hath he in anger shut up his compassion 1 


10 Then I say, This is mine affliction, | 


A change in the right hand of the Most High. 


1 1 I remember the deeds of Jehovah ; 


I think of thy wonders of old. 


12 I meditate on all thy works. 


And talk of thy doings. 



13 Thy ways, O God, are holy ! 
Who so great a go J as our Godt 

14 Thou art a God, who doest wonders ; 

Thou hast manifested thy power amongst the nations. 

15 With thy strong arm thou didat redeem thy people. 
The SODS of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw thee, O God ! 
The waters saw thee, and feared, 
And the deep trembled. 

17 The clouds poured out water, 
The skies sent forth thunder, 
And thine arrows flew. 

18 Thy thunder roared in the whirlwind ; 
Thy lightning illumined the world ; 
The earth trembled and shook. 

19 Thy way was through the sea, 
And thy path through great waters, 
And thy footsteps could not he found. 

20 Thou didst lead thy people like a flock, 
By the hands of Mosea and Aaron. 

V. 10. A rkange, tit. \. e, ilie hand of Gnd ccues (o aid me, and punish 
mj? enemie!. Or ihis line maj be rendered, Ackange uinOieTighihand, 
i. e. Godalono can relieve me from my clis<re.as. — V. 17. Arrotii, i.e. 



PSALM LXXVIII. 



tA psalm of Asaph. 
I Atteni>, O my people, to my instrnction ; 
t Incline your ears to the words of my mouth ! 
S I will open my mouth in a poem ; 
I will utter sayings of ancient times. 
t 11 



H 3 What we have heard, and learned, 


H And our fathers hare told us, 




^M Showing to the generation to come the praises of Je- 


H hovah. 


^H His might, and the wonders be hath wrought. 


^H 5 For he appointed statutes in Jacob, 


^H And established a law in Israel, 


^P Which he commanded our fathers 


^^ To make known to their children; 


6 So that the generation to come might know them ; 


The children, which should be born, and rise up, 


Who should declare them to their children ; 


7 That they might place their trust in God, 


And not forget his deeds, 


But keep hts commandments ; 


H And might not be, like their forefathers. 


A stubborn and rebellious generation, 


A generation, whose heart was not fixed upon God, 


And whose spirit was inconstant toward the Almighty. 


9 The children of Ephraim were like armed bowmen) 


Who turn their backs in the day of battle. 


10 They kept not the covenant of God, 


And refused to walk in his law ; 


11 And forgot his mighty deeds. 


And the wonders he had shown fhem. 


12 Marvellous things did he in the sight of their fathers, 


In the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 


13 He divided the sea, and caused them to pass throughj 


Yea, he made the waters to stand as a heap. 


14 By day he led them by a cloud, 


And all the night by a light of fire. 

_. 1 



ItatKVIl!.] PSALMS. 123 

15 He clave the rocks in the wildernees, 

And gave them drink, as from the great deep. 

16 From the rock he brought flowing streams, 
And made waters to run down like rivers, 

t7 Yet sti]l they sinned against him, 

And provoked the Most High in the desert. 

18 They tempted God in their hearts, 
By asking food for theit appetites. 

19 Yea, they spake against God, and said, 

" Can God spread a table in the wilderness t 

20 "Behold ! he amote the rock, and the waters flowed, 
" And streams gushed forth ; 

" Is he also able to give bread t 

" Can he provide flesh for his people 1 " 

•21 When Jehovah heard this, he was wroth ; 
So a fire was kindled against Jacob, 
And anger arose against Israel, 

33 Because they believed not in God, * 
And trusted not in hia aid. 

23 Yet he had commanded the clouds above, 
And had opened the doors of heaven ; 

34 And had rained down upon them manna for food, 
And had given them the corn of heaven. 

25 Every one ate the food of princes ; 
He sent them bread to the full. 

2b Then he caused a strong wind to blow iu the heav- 

And by his power he brought a south wind; 



^m And by bis power ne 



r^ 


1 


1 ^ 
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H, 87 He rained down flesh upon them as dast, 1 


■ 


And feathered fowls na the sand of the sea. 


■ 


He caused ihem to fall in the midst of their camp, 


■ 


Round about their habitations. 


■ 


So they did eat, and were filled ; 


§ 


For he gave them their own desire. 


w 


Their desire was not yet satisfied, 




And their meat was yet in their mouths, 


31 


When the wrath of God came upon them. 




And slew their strong men, ^^^ 




And smote down the chosen men of Israel. ^|^^^^| 


32 


For all this they sinned still, ^^^W 




And put no trust in his wonderful works. *^ 


33 


Therefore he consumed their days in disappointmeut, 1 




And their years in continual terrors. 1 


34 


When he slew them, they songht him ; J 




They returned, and sought earnestly for God;^H^^H 


35 


And remembered that God was their rock, "^^^^^H 




And the most high God their redeemer. ^^^^| 


36 


But they only flattered him with their moutha^^^^^| 




And spake falsely to him with their tongues. ''^^^^| 


37 


For their hearts were not true to him, 'l^^^^l 




Nor were they steadfast in his covenant. 


38 


Yet, being full of compassion, he forgave their in- 




iquity, 




And would not utterly destroy them ; " 




Often he restrained his indignation, 




And stirred not up all his anger. 


39 


He remembered that they were flesh ; 




A breath that passeth, and cometh not back. , 

^ 1 



How often did they provoke him in the wildernesa t 
How often did they grieve him in the desert ? 

1 Again and again they tempted God, 
And offended the Holy One of Israel. 

2 They remembered not his hand, 

Nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy ; 

3 What signs he had wrought in Egypt, 
And wiiai wonders in the fields of Zoan. 

4 He turned their rivets into blood, 

So that they could not drink of iheir streams. 
3 He sent amongst them flies, which devoured them. 
And frogs, which destroyed them. 

5 He gave also their fruits to the caterpillar. 
And their labor to the locust. 

7 He destroyed iheir vines with hail, 

And their sycamore trees with frost. 
^ He also gave up their cattle to hail, 

And their flocks to hot ihuuderbolta. 
) He poured upon them the fierceness of his anger, 

Wrath, indignation, and woe. 

Angels of evil being sent amongst them. 
) He levelled a way for his anger, 

He spared them not from death. 

But gave up their lives to the pestilence. 
1 He smote all the first-born in Egypt ; 

The first fruits of their strength in the dwellings of 
Ham. 
t But he led forth hia own people like sheep. 

Anil guided them like a flock in the wilderness. 
t He led them on safely, so that they feared not. 

While the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
1 He brought them to his own sacrfid border. 

Even to this mouutaiD, which his right band had ac- 
quired, 

W 



m 




^^ 55 He cast out the natioDa before them, J 


^L 


And dmded their land by a measuring-line, as an in- 


^B 


heritance, 


w 


And caused the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 


56 


Yet they templed and provoked God, the Most 




High, 


^ 


And kept not his statutes ; 


■ 


Like their fathers, they were faitiiless, nnd turned 


I 


back; 


I 


They turned aside, hke a deceitful bow. » 


■ 58 


They provoked his anger by their high places, j 


■ 


And escited his jealousy by their graven images. J 


■ 59 


God saw this, and was wroth, J 




And greally abhorred Israel ; 


60 


So that he forsook the habitation at Shiloh, 




The tabernacle, where he dwelt amongst men, * 


61 


And delivered his strength into captivity. 
And his glory into the hand of the enemy. 




62 


His own people he gave up to the sword. 




And was wroth with his own inheritance. 
Fire consumed their young men. 


63 




And their maidens did not bewail them, «^^h 


64 


Their priests fell by the sword, i^^^^^J 




And thsir widows made no lamentation. ^^^^^| 


65 


But at length Jehovah awaked as from sleep, J 




As a hero, who had beeu overpowered by wine ; ^ 


66 He amote hia enemies, and drove them back, fl 




And covered them with everlasting disgrace. ' 


67 


Yet he rejected the tents of Joseph ' 


^ 


And would not dwell in the tribe of Ephraim ; 



rm:\ 
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68 But chose tlie tribe of Judali, 

The mourn Zion, which he loved. 
Gd Where be built, like the heavens, his sanctuary ; 

Like ihe earth, which he hath established for ever. 

70 And he chose David, his servant. 
And took him from the sheepfolda ; 

71 From tending the suckling ewes he brought him 
To feed Jacob his people. 

And Israel his inheritance. 

72 He fed ibem with an upright heart, 
And guided them with skilful hands. 

V. 61. Hit alrenglh, i. e. Ihe Btk, 



PSALM LXXIX. 



a period with Ps. kxiv. 



1(1 ibe lemplc ; probiibl/ a pro- 



A psalm of Asaph. 

O God, the nations have inraded thine inheritance, 
They have polluted thy holy temple, 
They have made Jerusalem a heap of ruins. 
S They have given the dead bodies of thy servants to be 
food for the birds of heaven ; 
The fleeh of thy worshippers to the wild beasts of the 
earth. 

3 Theii blood have they slied like water atound Jeru- 

salem, 
And there was none to bury them ! 

4 We have become the reproach of our neighbours ; 
The scorn and derision of those around us, 
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5 How long, O Jehovah, wilt thou be angry ? 
How long shall thy jealousy burn like fire I 

6 Pour out thy wrath on the nations, which acknowl- 

edge thee not. 
And on the kingdoms, which call not upon thy name ! 

7 For they have devoured Jaoob, . 
And laid waste his dwelling-place. 

8 O remember not against us former iniquities. 
Let thy tender mercy speedily suGcour us, 

9 For we are brought very low ! 

Help us, O God, our deliverer, for the honor of thy 

name. 
For thy name's sake save us, and forgive our iniqui-^ 

ties ! 

10 Why should the heathen nations say. Where is their 

God? 
May the revenging of the blood of thy servants, which 

hath been shed. 
Be manifested amongst the nations before our eyes ! 

11 Let the cry of the prisoner come before thee I • 
According to the greatness of thy power preserve 

those that are appointed to die ! 

12 And return sevenfold into our neighbour's bosoms 
The reproach, with which they have reproached thee, 

O Lord ! 

13 So shall we, thy people, and the flock of thy pasture. 

Be thankful to thee for ever. 

And cel^rate thy praise to all generations. 
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PSALM LXXX. 

Vayer for deliverance in a time of great national calamity. This psalm 
contains no indication of the time of its compositioa. It may be referred 
to the same period with the preceding psalm. 

^or the leader of the music. Upon the Shushart'Eduth.* 

A psalm of Asaph. 

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel^ 

Thou^ who leadest Joseph like a flock^ 

Thou, who eittest between the cherubim, shine forth ! 
52 Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, and Manasseh, exert 
thy strength, 

And come and save us ! 

3 O God, restore us ! 

Let thy countenance shine on us, and we shalt be 
saved ! ^ 

4 How long, O Jehovah, God of hosts, 

Wilt thou be angry with thy supplicating people 1 

5 For thou makest them eat the bread of tears, 
And the cup of tears thou givest them to drink. 

6 Thou hast made us an object of contention to our 

neighbours. 
And our enemies hold us in derision. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts ! 

Let thy countenance shine on us, and we shall be 
saved ! 

8 Thou didst bring a vine out of Egypt ; 
Thou didst expel nations, and plant it. 

9 Thou didst prepare a place for it ; 

It spread its roots, and filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered with its shade. 
And the tall cedars by its branches. 
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11 It sent out its boughs to the sea, 
And its branches to the river. 

12 Why hast thou now broken down its hedges. 
So that all, who pass by, do pluck from it ? 

13 The boar from the wood doth waste it. 

And the wild beast of the forest doth devour it. 

14 O God of hosts, return, we beseech thee. 
Look down from heaven, and behold. 
And have regard to this vine ! 

15 Protect what thy right hand planted. 
The branch, which thou didst establish ! 

16 It is burnt with fire ; it is cut down ; 
Under thy rebuke they perish. 

17 Protect the man, whom thy right hand hath re* 

deemed ; 
The man, whom thou didst establish. 

18 So will we no more revolt from thee ; 

Revive us, and upon thy name alone will we call ! 

19 Restore us, O Jehovah, God of hosts ! 

Let thy countenance shine on us, and we shall be 
saved ! 

* Shuthan-'Eduth ; a musical instrument i. 



PSALM LXXXI. 

Eadiortation to religious obedience. Adapted to the celebration of the feast 
of tabernacles, or, as some suppose, of the passover. See Levit. xxiii. 
4, &c. and 83, &c. 

For the leader of the music. On the Gittiih. A psalm 

of Asaph, 

1 Sing joyfully to God, our strength ! 
Sing with gladness to the God of Jacob ! 



'^XXI.l 
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3 Raise a song, and strike tiie timbrel, 

The sweet-sounding harp, and the psaltery ! 

3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon ; 
At the fuil moon, also, our festal day ! 

4 For thie is a statute for Israel, 
A law of the God of Jacob ; 

-5 He appointed it as a memorial in Joseph, 
When he went out of the laad of Egypt, 
Where he heard a language, which he knew not. 



I 



burden ; 
' Thy hands wert 
' Thou calledst ii 
' I heard thee ii 
■' I proved thee a 
' Hear, O my pe 



aid he, " thy shoulders from their 



i removed from the hod. 

1 trouble, and I delivered thee ; 
1 the dark thunder-cloud ; 
waters of Meribah. 
nd I will admonish thee ; 
' O, Israel, that thou wouldst listen to me 1 
' Let there be no strange god within thee, 
' Nor worship thou any foreign god ! 
' 1, Jehovah, am thy God, 
■' Who brought thee out of the land of Egypt; 
' Open wide thy mouth, and I will fill it ! 
' But my people would not listen to my voice, 
' And Israel would not comply with my wish. 
' So I gave them up to the obstinacy of their hearts, 
' And they walked according to their own conceits. 



" O that my people had listened to me, 
" That Israel had walked in my ways ! 
" Soon would I have humbled their enemies, 
" And turned my hand against their adversaries. 
" The haters of Jehovah should have become suppli- 
ants to them, 
' And their prosperity should have been perpetual. 
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16 " With the finest of the wheat I would have fed them, 
'' And with honey out of the rock would I have sat- 
isfied them." 

V. 7. Meribah, i. e. of Contention. 



PSALM LXXXn. 

Against unjust Jewish magistrates ; or, against tyrannical foreign kingi, 
who oppressed the Jewbh nation. 

A psalm of Asaph. 

1 God standeth in his holy assembly, 
He judgeth in the midst of the gods. 

2 *' How long will ye judge unjustly, 

*' And favor the cause of the wicked ? 

3 ** Defend the poor, and the fatherless ; 

" Do justice to the wretched and the needy ! 

4 ** Deliver the poor and destitute, 

'* Save them from the hand of the wicked ! 

5 *' They are without knowledge and without under- 

standing ; 
" They walk in darkness ; 
*^ Therefore all the foundations of the land are 

shaken. 

6 ** I have said. Ye are gods, 

" And all of you children of the Most High ; 

7 ** But ye shall die like men, 

" And fall like the rest of the princes.'* 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth ! 
For all the nations are thy possession. 

V. 1. Holy assembly t i. e. either, amid the heavenly host ; or, amid Ins pe- 
culiar people Israel. Gods, i. e. angels, or kings, as in v. 6. 



PSALM LXXXIII. 



biaaLioQ of ibe otfighboiifiug kings waa fDnued agdinal Jadaii^ 

A psalm of Asaph. 

1 O God, keep not silence ! 

Hold not thy peace, and be not atill, O God ! 

2 For lo ! thine enemies begin to rage. 

And they, who hale thee, lift up their heads. 

3 For they form secret plots against thy people, 
And coQHult together against thy chosen ones. 

4 "Come," say ihey, "Ictus blot them out from the 

k number of the nations, 

" That the name of Israel may no more be remem- 
bered ! " 
6 With one consent they consult together. 
Against thee do they form a league ; 

6 The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites ; 
Of Moab and the Hagarenes ; 

7 Gehal, and Ammon, and Amalek ; 

The Philistines, with the inhabitants of Tyre. 

8 The Assyrians abo are joined with them ; 
They lend their strength to the children of Lot. 

9 Do to them as to the Midianites, 

As to Sisera, as to Jabin at the brook Kison, 

10 Who perished at Endor, 

And were trampled like dung to the earth. 

11 Make their chiefs like Oreb and Zeeb ; 

Yea, all their princes as Zeba and Zalmunna I 

12 Who said, " Let us seize on God's habitations I " 

13 Make them, O my God, like whirling chaff, 
lake stubble before the wind '. 

13 
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14 As fire consumeth the forest. 

And as flame setteth the mountains in a blaze, 

15 So pursue them with thy tempest. 
And terrify them with thy storm ! 

16 Cover their faces with shame, 

That they may seek thy name, O Jehovah ! 

17 Let them be confounded ! 

Yea, let them be put to shame, and perish ! 

18 That they may know that thy name alone is Jehovah ; 
That thou art the most high over all the earth. 



PSALM LXXXIV. 

Aspirations afler the worship of God in the sanctuary. Thej, who suppote 
the psalm to have been composed by or for David, refer it to the time of 
bis exile, caused by the rebellion of Absalom. But it is more probaiUe 
that it was written after the completion of the temple. 

For the leader of the music. On the Gittith, A p$aim 

of the sons of Korah, 

1 How lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! 

2 My soul longeth, yea, fainteth for the courts of Jeho- 

vah ; 
My heart and my flesh cry aloud for the living Ood. 

3 The very sparrow finds an abode. 

And the swallow a nest, where they may lay their 

young. 
By thine altars, O Lord of hosts. 
My king and my God ! 

4 Happy they, who dwell in thy house ; 
Who are continually praising thee ! 

5 Happy the man, whose glory is in thee ; 
In whose heart are the ways of Zion ! . 
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6 Passing through the valley of Baca they make it a 

fountain, 
And the early rain covereth it with blessings. 

7 They go on from strength to strength. 
Until they appear before God in Zion. 

8 Hear my prayer, O Lord of hosts. 
Give ear, O God of Jacob ! 

9 Look down, O God, our shield. 

And behold the face of thine anointed ! 

10 For a day spent in thy courts is better than a thou- 

sand ; 
I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of 

God, 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

11 For the Lord Jehovah is a sun and a shield ; 
Jehovah giveth grace and glory ; 

No good thing doth he withhold 
From them, that walk uprightly. 

12 O Lord of hosts, 

Happy the man, who trusteth in thee ! 

y. 5. jBi tohose heart are the ways ofZion^ i. e. who takes delight in going 
to the sanctuary for the purpose of worship. — V. 6. OfBaxa^ i. c. of weep- 
ing. The meaning is, that liowever parched and barren may be the desert 
ttirongfa which they pass, they, through their piety and the blessing of God, 
shall find abundant refreshment. In the most calamitous circumstances the 
favor of God is their never-failing refuge and support. 



I 



PSALM LXXXV. 

A prBjcrlbr ibe Htablishmeiil and prnspcril}' of the Jewish aalion afler tbejr 

For the leader of ike musie. A psalm of the sons of Ko- 

1 O Lord, thou hast been favorable to thy land ; 
Thou hast brought back the captives of Jacob ; 

2 Thou didst forgive the iniquity of thy people, 
ADd cover all their sina. 

3 Thou ilidst take away all thy displeasure, 
And abate the fierceaesB of thy wrath. 

4 Rcslore us, O God, our saviour. 
And let thine anger towards us cease 1 

5 Wilt thou be angry with ua for ever 1 
Wilt thou continue thy wrath from generation to gen- 

6 Wilt thou not revive us again. 

That thy people may rejoice in thee 1 

7 Show ua thy compassion, O Jehovah, 
And grant us thy powerful aid ! 



6 T will hear what God Jehovah saith; 
Truly he apeaketh peace to his people, and i 

Only let them not turn again to folly 1 
9 Yea, his aid is near to them that fear him. 
That glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth shall meet together, 
Righteousness and peace shall kiss each other 

11 Truth shall spring out of the earth; 
Righteousness shall look down from heaven. 



i 



R™ 
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12 Yea, Jehovah will give prosperity, 
And our land shall yield her increase. 

18 Righteoiisuess shall walk before him. 
And keep her steps in the way. 

_ T. 13. RiglitiBUsmia : A persoDificatlDn for upright cu 



PSALM LXXXVI. 



A prayer of David. 

I Incline thine ear, O Jehovah, and hear me, 

For I am poor and distressed ; 
3 Preserve my life, for I am devoted to thee ! 

Save, O thou my God, thy servant, who trusteth in 
thee ! 

3 Have pity upon me, O Lord, 
For to thee do I cry daily ! 

4 Revive the soul of thy servant. 

For to thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
6 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, 
Yea, rich in mercy to all that call upon thee. 

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer. 

And attend to the voice of my BUpplication ! 

7 In the day of my trouble I call upon thee. 
For thou dost answer me 1 

8 Among the gods there is none like thee, O Jehorab, 
And there are no works like thy works I 

9 All the nations, which thou hast made, must come 

and worship before thee, O Jehovah, 
And glorify thy name I ' 

12» 



PSALMS. [ LXAXVi . 

10 For great art thou, and wonderful are thy works ; 
Thou alone art God ! / 

11 Teach me, O Lord, thy way, 
That I may walk in thy truth ; 

Unite all my heart to revere thy name ! 

12 I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with my whol^ 

heart ; 
I will give glory to thy name for ever. 

13 For thy kindness to me hath been great ; 

Thou hast delivered me from the very depths of th^ 
grave. 

14 O God, the proud have risen against me ; 
Bands of cruel men seek my life ; 

For thee they have no regard 1 

15 But thou, O Lord, art a God, full of compassion and 

kindness ; 
Long-suffering, rich in mercy and truth. 

16 Look upon me, and have compassion upon me ! 
Impart thy strength to thy servant. 

And save the son of thy handmaid ! 

17 Show me a signal token of thy favor. 

That my enemies may see it and be confounded ; 
Since thou, O Lord, helpest, and comfortest me ! 



r 
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1 


11 


PSALM LXXXVII. 


1 


lie glDiy of ZioD. By some ihli pwim ii regarded aa b predielion of Ibg 




CoDVersinn or all nations Id Chriitltuiily ; by oifaers ai Ibe sapiralion ofs 




palriolic JeHJih poet for ihc future glury of his couniry. Ji is ibe conjecl- 


1 


ure of AliilkT that il was wraien la Uie lime of King Hetekloh, aAer the 






1 


remarks, thai " il 8eenu io be a prophetic scheme lo fDrelell the mtum 




of the Jews' ca^livity, and the gteai pruspeiity of JerusaJem coniequenl 
to il." 




K A psalm of the sons ofKorak. 


■ 


ft Her foundations are upon the holy mountains ; 


■ 


3 Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion, . 


■ 


More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 


■ 


3 Glorious things are eaitl of thee. 


T 


^0 city of God I 




" I name Egypt and Babylon amongst my worship- 




pers; 




"Behold ! Phili3tia, Tyre, and Ethiopia ; 


J 


"They also were born there." 


■ 


1 And of Zion it shall be said. 


■ 


" Men of every nation were born there | 


■ 


" And the Most High hath established her." 


■ 


1 Jehovah, when he numbereth the nations, shdl write. 


■ 


"Thfise were born there ! " 


■ 


1 Singers as well as dancers — 


■ 


r All my springs are in thee 1 


^ 






are lobe found in Jerusalem, ihccapiiaLciLy of the wprld. Or the meaning 




may be, that Jenisalum shall be full oflhe praise of God. 


1 



PSALM LXXXVIII. 

Pn^ar or diw in deep diitreu. By some ibe wljwl ii supposed lo b« Bn- 
Jdtb; b; oihers Utiiab. Soe i Cliron. nivi. 31. Mustuf ihc medom 
Oeimau iritics buppo>c i|ie lubjecl 10 be tbewbolc Jswisb people, nptv- 
(Uledin itairlr capiiviiy uojer Ibe imsgB arBman in diilreaa. TUt if ri- 
*0 the opiiilou ofJirrbi, ibe Jowiib commeDlBloc. 

A psalm of the sons of Korah. For the leader of Iht 
music. Upon wind instruments. A psalm of Heman, thi 

Ezra/lite. 

1 O Jehovah, God of my salvation ! 
To thee do I cry by day. 
And by night is my prayer toward thee. 

5 Let my t<ii|)j)licaiion come before thee ; 
Incline tliine ear to my cry I 

3 For my soul is full of misery, 
And my life draweth near to the grave. 

4 I am counted with those, who are going down to Iba 

pit; 
I am like one, who hath no strength lefl ; 

6 Like one laid low among the dead, 
Like the sUin, who lie in the grave. 

Whom thou no more rememberest, ' 

And who are cut off from thy protection. 

6 Thou hast placed me in a deep pit, 
In a dark and deep abyss- 

7 Thy wrath presselh hard upon me. 
And ihou afflictest me with all ihy waves ! 

B Thou hast put mine acquaintances far from me, 

Yea, thou hast made me their abhorrence ; 

I am shut up, and cannot go forth. 
9 Mine eyes languish by reason of my affliction. 

I call upon tliee daily, O Jehovah, 

To thee do I stretch out my hands ! 
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10 \ Canst thou show wonders to the dead ? 
Shall the dead arise, and praise thee ? 

11 Shall thy goodness he declared in the grave t 
Or thy faithfulness in the place of corruption ? 

13 Shall thy wonders he known in the dark, 

And thy justice in the land of forgetfulness ? 
13 To thee do I cry, O Jehovah, 

In the morning doth my cry come before thee. 
1.4 Why, O Jehovah, dost thou cast me off? 

Why hidest thou thy face from me ? 
15 X have been afflicted, and languishing from my youth ; 

I suffer thy terrors, and am distracted. 

16 Thy fierce wrath overwhelmeth me ; 
Thy terrors utterly destroy me. 

17 They surround me daily like water ; 
" They compass me about together. 

18 Lover and friend hath thou put far from me ; 
My acquaintances are withdrawn from my sight. 



PSALM LXXXIX. 

This pssJm is supposed by many eminent critics to be the prodaction of 
Hezekiah, or of some one for him, in the days of his adversity. Otben 
refer it to the commpncement of the captivity. A part of the psalm has 
been commonly considered as prophetic of the Messiah, either in a literal 
or u a mystical sense. But this supposition is unnecessary, andunprobableb 
See V. 38-45. 

A psalm of Ethan, the Ezrahite. 

1 Of the mercies of Jehovah I will ever sing ; 
With my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness 

to all generations ! 

2 For I know that thy mercy endureth for ever ; 
Thou hast established thy truth like the heavens. 
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3 " I have made a covenant with my chosen ; 
" I have sworn to David, my servant; 

4 " Thy family will I establish for ever, 

" And iby throne will I uphold from generation to" 
generation." 

5 The heavens shall praise thy wonders, O Jehovah, 
And the assembly of the holy onea thy truth. 

6 Who in the heavens can be compared to JehovahT 
Who is like Jehovah among [he sons of God t 

7 A God greatly to be feared in the assembly of the ho- 

ly ones, 
And to he revered above all, who are around him? 

8 O Jehovah, God of hosts, who so powerful as thoul 
And thy faithfulness is round about thee. 

9 Thou rulest the raging of the sea ; 

When the waves thereof rise, thou stillest them ! 

10 Thou breakest in pieces the proud, as one that u 

slain ; 
Thou crushest thine enemies with a mighty arm, 

11 The heavens are thine ; thiue also is the earth ; _ 
The world, aod all that is therein, thou didst found 

them. 

12 The North and the South were created by thee ; 
Tabor and Ilermon rejoice in thy name. 

13 Thou hast a mighty arm J 

Strong is thy hand, and high thy right hand. 

14 Justice and equity are the foundation of thy throne; 
Goodness and truth go before thy face. 

15 Happy the people that know the trumpet's sound; 
They walk, O Jehovah, in the light of tbj ccmntB- 



16 In thy name they daily rejoice. 
And in thy goodoeas they glory. 
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17 For thou art the glory of their strength ; 
Tea, through thy favor we lift up our heads I 

18 For Jehovah is our shield, 

And the Holy One of Israel our king. 

19 Once thou spakest in a vision to thy holy one^ 
And saidst ; I have laid help on one that is mighty ; 
I have exalted one, chosen from the people ;• 

20 I have found David, my servant ; 
With my holy oil have I anointed him. 

31 With him shall my hand be firm. 

And my arm shall support him. 
^ The enemy shall not have power over him. 
Nor shall the unrighteous man oppress him. 

23 For I will beat down his foes before him. 
And overthrow them that hate him. 

24 My faithfulness and mercy shall be with him. 
And through my name shall his head be exalted. 

25 I will extend his hand to the sea, 
And his right hand to the rivers. 

26 He shall say to me, '' Thou art my father, 
" My God, and the rock of my salvation ! " 

27 I will also make him my first-born. 
Highest of the kings of the earth. 

28 My mercy I will continue to him for ever ; 
My covenant with him shall be steadfast 

29 I will make his family to endure for ever ; 

And his throne shall be as lasting as the hearens. 

30 Should his children forsake my law. 
And walk not in my statutes ; 

81 Should they break my commandments, 

And observe not my precepts, 
32 I will punish their transgressions with a rod. 

And their iniquity with stripes. 
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33 But my kindnew will I n 
Nor suffer my faithfulneai 
. 34 I will Dot tireak my covenaot, 

Nor alter what lialh goae from my lips. 

35 Once have I sworn in my holii 
Shall I then prove false unto David 1 

36 His family shall end 
And his throDc as ihe sun before me, 

37 It shall be established for ever like the mooD ; 
Like the faithful witness in the sky. 



withdraw from him, 
fail. J 

m my lips. .fl 

ifore me, ^^^^^B 

:r like the mooD : ^M 



38 But now thou forsakest, and abhorrest, 
And art angry with thine anointed. 

39 Thou hast made void the covenant with thy servant ; 
Thou hast cast his crown to the ground. 

40 Thou hast broken down all his hedges ; 
Thou hast brought his strong holds to ruin. 

41 Ail, who pass by, plunder him ; 
He is a reproach to liia neighbours. 

42 Thou hast lifted up the right hand of his enemies ; 
Thou hast made all his adversaries to rejoice. 

43 Thou hast even turned tiie edge of his aword. 
And made him unable to stand in battle. 

44 Thou hast brought his glory to an end. 

And hast cast down his throne to the ground.. 

45 Thou hast shortened the days of his youth ; 
Thou hast covered him with shame. 

46 How long, O Jehovah, wilt thou utterly hide thyself? 
How long shall thine anger burn like fire 1 

47 Remember how short is my life ; 

To what frailty thou hast created all men ! 

48 What man liveth, and seeth not death T 

Who can deliver himself from the power of the grave 1 " 
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49 Where, Lord, is thy former kindness, 
Which thou didst swear to David by thy truth ? 

50 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of thy servants, 
How I bear in my bosom the taunts of many people, 

Si With which thine enemies have reproached me, 
O Jehovah, 
With which they have reproached the footsteps of 
thine anointed ! 

« « « 

S2 Praised be Jehovah for ever ! 
Amen and amen ! 

y. 6, 6. Holy ones — sons of Ood, i. e. angels, inhabitants of heaven. — 
^. 15. Tfie trumpeVs sound, i. e. who are invited by it to the solemn festi- 
-vals of Israel. — V. 27. First-born. In the Hebrew idiom all kins;!i were 
called ton» of God, David, therefore, as the greatest of kings, is culed the 
^nt-'bom son of God. 
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A prayer of Moses, the man of God. 

1 LoKD, thou hast been our refuge 
In all generations. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth. 

Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God I 

3 But man thou tiirnest to dust; 

And sayst. Return, yc children of men ! 

4 For a thousand years are, in thy sight. 
As yesterday when it is past, 

And as a watch in the uight. 

5 Thou earliest him away, as with a flood ; 
He is a dream ; 

He springeth up like grass in the morning, 

6 Which flourisheth and shooteth up in the morning. 
And in the evening is cut down, and withered. 

7 For we are consumed by thine anger, 
And by thj wrath are we destroyed. 

8 Thou eettest our Iniquities before thee; 
Our secret sins in the light of thy presence. 
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9 By reaaon of thine anger all our days vanish away ; 
Our years pass away like a thought. 
XO The days of our life are seventy years, 

fcAnd, by reason of strength, may be eighty years ; 
Yet is their pride weakness and sorrow ; 
For it vanisheth swiftly, and we fly away. 
1 Yet who attendeth to the power of thine anger ? 
Who, with due reverence, regardeth thine indigna- 
tion ^ 
13 Teach us so to number our days, 

That we may imbue our hearts with wisdom ! 

13 Desist, O Jehovah ! How long? 

O be reconciled to thy servants I 

14 Satisfy us speedily with thy mercy. 

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days ! 

15 Let us rejoice according to the time, in which thou 

hast afflicted us ; 
According to the years, in which we have seen adrer- 
aity 1 

16 Let thy deeds be known to thy servants, 
And thy glory to their children I 

17 Let the favor of the Lord our God he upon ua ! 
Give success to the work of our hands ; 

»Yea, give success to the work of our hands 1 
T, 13. Driisl, i. e. tioia ihino snger. 
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Tbe happiness orbim, wbo puis his IrustinGoc!. 

a sitteth under the protection of the Most 






High, 

Dwelleth in the shadow of the Almighty. 



2 I say to Jehovah, Thou art my refuge and my forlres 
My God, in whom I trust. 

3 He win deliver thee from the snare of the fowler. 
And from the destructive pestilence ; 

4 He will cover thee with his feathers. 

And under his wings shalt thou be secure ; 
His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. * 
6 Thou needest not dread the terror of the night. 
Nor the arrow, thai (lielh by day ; 

6 Nor the pestilence, that walketh in darkness. 
Nor the plague, that wastelh at noon-day. 

7 A thousand shall fall by thy side. 
And ten thousand on thy right hand, 
But no harm shall come nigh thee. 

9 Thou shall only behold with thine eyea. 

And see the recompense of the wicked, 
9 Because thou hast made Jehovah thy refuge. 

And the Most High ihy shelter, 

10 No evil shall befall thee. 

Nor any plague come near thy dwelling. 

11 For he shall give hia angels charge over thee. 
To guard thee in all thy ways. 

IS They shall bear thee up in their hands, 
Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

13 Thou shah tread upon the lion and the adder ; 

The young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample 
under foot. 

14 " Because he loveth me, I will deliver him ; 

" 1 will protect him, because he acknowledgeth my 

15 " When he callcth upon me, I will answer him ; 
" I will be with him in trouble ; 

"I will deliver him, and hring him to honor. 

16 "With long life will I satisfy him, 
" And show him my protection." 



J 
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PSALM XCII. 
liie lo God, u (he nxiral gavernor of Ihe world. 

ApsalmfoT the Sabbath-day. 
a good thing to give thanks lo Jehovah, 



And to sing praises to thy name, O Most High ! 
S To show forth thy kindness in the morning, 

And thy faithfiiJness every night, 
3 Upon the ten-stringed instrument and the lute, 

With the solemn melody of the harp. 
■4 For thou gladdenest me, O Jehovah, by thy doings ; 

In the works of thy hands I greatly rejoice. 

5 How great thy works, O Jehovah ! 
How deep thy purposes 1 

6 But the stupid man knoweth not this. 
And the fool understandeth it not. 

7 When the wicked spring up like grass. 
And all, who practise iniquity, flourish. 
It is but to be destroyed for ever I 

8 Thou, O Jehovah, art for ever exalted ! 

9 For lo ! thine enemies, O Jehovah, 
Forlo! thine enemies perish. 

And dispersed are all, who do iniquity I 

Bui my horn thou exaltest, like the buffalo's; 
I am anointed with fresh oil. 

1 Mine eye hath seen the ruin of mine enemies j 
Mine ears have heard of the fate of my wicked adver- 



3 The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree ; 

They shall grow up like the cedar of Lebanon. 
3 They who are planted in the house of Jehovah, 

In the courts of my God shall flourish. 
13* 



k 



14 Even in old age they bring forth fruit ; 
The> are green and full of sap ; 

15 To show that Jehovah, ray rock, is upright ; 
That there is no unrighteousness in him. 
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PraiieorGod a the conUoUer of all natnie, inc) Ibe proleclon 

1 Jehovah reigneth ; he is clothed with majesty; 

With majesty is he clothed, and with strength girde -^^s"' 
Therefore the earth standeth firm, and cannot 
moved, 

2 Thy throne was established of old; 
Thou art from everlasting! 

3 The floods, O Jehovah, 
The floods life up their voice, 
The floods Vth up their roaring. 

4 Mightier than the voice of many waters, 
Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea, 
la Jehovah in his lofty habitation. 

5 Thy promises are most sure ; 
Holiness becometh thy house, O Jehovah, for 
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Pmyerfiin 



k 



icof die rehellion of Absalom; olh 
captivity lu Rabi'lifp } oihrrs To ihal of the |jpr«!cul 
Epipbanei, ra^ordeil in Ihe book orMaccabecB. 

I O Jehovah, thou God of vengeance ! 

O thou God of vengeance, shine forth ! 
2 Rouse thyself, thou judge of the earth ; 

Render a recompense to the proud 1 



..»*^1 



inr.] 
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3 How long, O Lord, sliall the wicked — 
How long shall the wicked triumph 1 

4 How long shail their lips pour forth insolence T 
How long shall all the evil-doers boast 1 

5 O Lord, ihe_v trample upon thy people, 
Ad(I oppress thine iuheritaoce. 

6 They slay the widow, and the straDger, 
And murder the TatheriesB ; 

B^And they say, " Jehovah doth not see ; 
^B*The Qod of Jacob doth not observe it I " 

B Be instructed, ye most stupid of mankind; 

O when, ye fools, will ye be wise ! 
9 He, that planted the ear, shall he not hear? 

He, that formed the eye, shall he not see T 

10 He, that chastiseth nations, shall not he punish ? 
He, that teachetb man knowledge, shall not he know 1 

11 Jehovah knoweth the thoughts of men, 
That they are vanity. 

12 Happy the man, O Lord, whom thou correctest ; 
Whom by thy teaching thou makest wise 1 

13 To give him peace in the days of adversity, 
Until a pit be digged for the wicked. 

U For Jehovah will not forsake his people. 

Nor abandon bis own inheritance. 
15 For jtidgment shall return to justice. 

And all the upright in heart shall follow it. 

iO Who will rise up for me against the wicked ? 

Who will stand up for me against the evil-doers T 
"7 If Jehovah had not heen my help. 

My soul had well nigh dwelt in the land of silence. 
8 When I think that my foot is slipping, 

Thy goodness, O Jehovah, hoideth me up. 



l: 



19 In the multitude or my inward 
Thf consolations revive my soul. 



SO Will ihou be allied with the throne of iniquity, - 

Which deviseth mischief instead of law ? 
31 They assemble like troops against the life of the right- 

And condemn innocent blood. 
33 But Jehovah is ray ibrtresa. 

And my God the rock of my refuge. 
33 He will bring upon them their own iniquity ; 

In their wickedness he will cut them off; 

Yea, Jehovah, our God, will cut them off. 



T. IS. Judgm 
io conlbmLij « 


a.idiLJDu ofihe rlfbiBous a>id the w.cked. sl.aJI be seen lo b. 
ih perfcitjiuuee. — B/ia/i/i/Vmo il,le. .haU approve it. 
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EiborUlioB 10 piaiie sad obsj God. « 


1 COM 


E, let US sing unto the Lord ; ^J 


Let us ra 


ae a voice of joy to the rock of our salvation 


3 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving. 
And sing joyfully to him wiih paalma 1 

3 For Jehovah is a great god ; 
Yea, a great king over all gods. 

4 In his hands are the depths of the earth ; 


His, also 


are the heights of the mountains. 


6 The sea 


s hia; he made it; 


The dry land also his hands formed. 



) O come, let us worship and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lord, our maker ! 
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7 For he is our God, 

And we the people of his pasture and the flock of his 
hand. 

O that ye would now hear his voice ! 

8 " Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

" As in the day of repining in the wilderness, 

9 ** Where your fathers tempted me, 

" And tried me, although they had seen my works. 

10 " Forty years was I disgusted with that race, 

" And I said. They are a people of a perverse heart, 
" And who have no regard to my ways. 

11 ** Therefore I sware in my wrath, 

" They shall not enter into my rest." 

v. 11. My rest^ i. e. the land of Canaan, which I had destined as the reit- 
iog.place of Israel. 



PSALM XCVI. 

£ihortation to the praise and worship of God. This psalm is, with some slight 
variations, a part of thai contained, in 1 Chron. xvi. and said to have bees 
composed by David oi» ti.e occasion of the translation of the ark to mount 
Zmd. See 1 Chron. xvi. 7, 23- 33. 

1 O SING to Jehovah a new song, 
Sing to Jehovah, all the earth ! 

2 Sing to Jehovah ; praise his name ; 
Declare his saving power from day to day ! 

3 Proclaim his glory amongst the nations, 
His wonders amongst all people ! 

4 For Jehovah is great, and greatly to be praised ; 
He is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols ; 
But Jehovah made the heavens. 



^^■^■^■^^ 


■ 
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6 Honor and majesty are before him, 




Glory and beauty are in his holy abode. 




7 Give to Jehovah, ye tribes of the people. 




Give to Jehovah glory and praise ! 


' 


8 Give to Jehovah the glory due to his name ; 


, 


Bring an offering, and come into hia courts ! 




9 O worship Jehovah in sacred attire ! 




Tremble before him, all the earth ! 




10 Say among the nations, Jehovah is king; 




The world shall stand firm ; it shall not be moved; 




He will judge the nations in righleousnesa. 




11 Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice ; 




Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: 




12 Let the fields be joyful, with all that is therein. 




Let all [he trees of the forest rejoice 


* 


13 Before Jehovah, for he cometh, 




He cometh to judge the earth ! "IH 


SH 


He will judge [he world with justice, iflH 


^^1 


And the nations with faithfulness. "^J 


I 
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1 


P™>e loGod as Uie supreme ralep, ihe puiiishBr of Ihe idolalrous eil«' 




mies of ilie Jews, and iho rewarder of Liis worshippers. ThU ptolm wM 




probably occasioned by gome viciory gaiiieti by the Jew*. 




1 Jehovah reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; 




Let the multitude of isles be glad ! 




2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, 




Justice and equity are the foundation of his throne. 




3 Before him goeth a fire. 




Which burneth up his enemies around. 




4 His lightnings illumine the world ; 




The earth beholdeth and trembleth. 


_ 




1 



i: 






£ The mountoios melt like wax at the presence of Je- 
hovah, 
At the presence of the Lord of the whole eaith. 
The heavens declare his righteoasnesB, 

And all nations behold his glory. 

7 Confounded be Ihey, who worship graven images ; 
Who glory in idols ; 
To him, all ye gods, bow down ! 

8 Zion hath heard, and is glad, 
And the daughters of Judah exult 

On account of thy judgments, O Jehovah ! 

9 For thou, Jehovah, art most high above all the earth ; 
Thou art far exalted above all gods. 

10 Te, that love Jehovah, hate evil ! 

He preserveth the lives of his servants, 

And deliverelh them from the hand of the wicked. 
Jl Light is sown for the righteous, 

And joy for the upright in heart. 
13 Rejoice, ye righteous, in Jehovah, 

And praise hisTioly name ! 

T. 7. All yt gods, i. e. healhea ddliei. 
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A psalm. 
Sing to Jehovah a n 



I For he hath done marvellous things; J 

His own right hand and his holy arm have gotten I 

him the victory 1 ^^^^B 

I 3 
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2 Jehovah hath made known his saving power ; 

Uia goodness hath he manifested in the sight of ihm 
nations. 

3 He lialh remembered hia mere; and truth toward ths 

house of Israel, 
And all the ends of the earth have seen the saving 
power of our God. 

4 Shout unto Jehovah, all the earth I 
Break forth into joy, and exult, and sing! 

'5 Sing to Jehovah with the harp, 

With the harp, and the voice of song I 

6 With clarions, and the sound of trumpets. 
Make a joyful noise before Jehovah, the king! 

7 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 
The world, and ihey that dwell therein; 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands. 
And the mountains rejoice together 

9 Before Jehovah, for he Cometh to judge the earth 1 
With righteousness will he judge the world. 
And the nations with equity. 



PSALM XCIX. 

1 Jehovah reigneth, let the nations tremble I 

He is enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth 
quake 1 

2 Great is Jehovah upon Zion, 
Exalted above all nations. 

3 Let men praise thy great and terrible name ! 
It is holy. 
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4 Let them declare the glory of the king, w 
justice ! 

Thou hast established equity ; 

Thou dost execute justice ]a Jacob ! 
& £xalt ye Jehovah, our God, 

rAnd ptoetrate yourselves at his footstool ! 
He is holy. 



6 Moses and Aaron, his priests. 

And Samuel, wlio called upon his name, 

They called upon Jehovah, and he answered the 

iV He spake to them in the cloudy pillar ; 
They kept his commandments, 
And the ordinances, which he gave them. 
8 Thou, O Jehovah our God, didst answer them ; 
Thou wast to them a forgiving God, 
Though thou did.'it punish their transgressions. 
(Exalt Jehovah our God, 
And worship at his holy mountain ; 
For Jehovah, our God, is holy. 



PSALM C. 

Eilio nation ID praise God. 
A psalm of praise. 

1 Raise a voice ofjoy unto God, all ye lands 1 

2 Serve Jehovah with gladness ; 

Come before his presence with rejoicing ! 

3 Know ye that Jehovah is God ; 

Emade us, and we are his ; 
and the flock of his pasture. 
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4 Enter iDto bis gates with thanksgiving, 
And hifl courts with praise ; 

Be thankful to him, and bless bis name I 

5 For Jehovah ia good ; bis mere; is everlasting ; 
And his truth enduretb to all generations. 



A psalm of David. 

1 I wiLi, sing of goodness and justice ; 
To tbee, O Lord, will I King ! 

2 I will have regard to the way of uprightness ; 
When thou shalt come to me, 

I shall walk within my house with an upright heart. . 

3 I will set no wicked thing before niiae ej es ; 
I hate the conduct of transgressors ; 



It shall n 



teles 



4 The perverse in heart shall be far from me ; 
I will not faror a wicked person. 

5 The secret slanderer I will cut off; 

Him that hath a haughty look, and a proud hearl:J 
I will not endure. 

6 Mine eyes shall seek the faithful of the land to dwell 



i 
I 



with me ; 
He that walketh in the way of uprighm* 



shall s 



7 He, who practiseth deceit, shall not dwell in my house — "' 
He, who telleth lies, shall not remain in my sight. 

8 Every morning will I destroy the wicked of the lanc^^^' 
That I may cut off from the city of Jehovah all eviC — -'' 

doers. 
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VBAIM CII. 

Tbis psalm was undoubtedly composed in the time of the eapliyhj, and 
proiiably near the close of it, wImd hopes were cherished of a rastoratioa. 
This is one of the psalms, which some of the Jewish commentators, fol- 
lowed by De Wette, Ros^imiiller, and others, regard as represendnr the 
Jewish people under the image of an afflicted man. But this opuHon 
should be well weighed before it is adopted, and considered in connexion 
with Isaiah xlii - liii, which are explamed by the Jews and by Rosenmiiller 
in a similar way. 

A prayer of the afflicted, when, in deep distress, he pour' 
eth out his complaint before Jehovah, 

1 Hear my prayer, O Lord ! 
And let my cry come to thee ! 

2 Hide not thy face from me in the day of my trouble ; 
Incline thine ear to me when I call ; 

Answer me speedily I 

3 For my life is consumed like smoke, 
And my bones are burned like stubble. 

4 My heart is smitten and withered like grass ; 
Yea, I forget to eat my bread. 

5 By reason of my sighing my bones cleave to my 

skin ; 

6 I am like a pelican of the wilderness ; 
I am like an owl of the desert. 

7 I am sleepless like a solitary bird upon the house-top. 

8 Mine enemies daily reproach me ; 
My insolent adversaries curse by me. 

9 For I eat ashes like bread, 

And my drink I mingle with tears, 

10 On account of thy displeasure and thy wrath ; 
For thou hast lifted me up and cast me down I 

11 My days are like a declining shadow, 
And I wither like grass. 

13 But thou, O Jehovah, endorest for ever, 
And thy name from generation to generation. 



teiii- 



13 Thou wilt 
For the tin 

14 For thy 
Yea they hi 

15 Then shall the nation! 
And all the kings of thi 



and have pily upon Zion, 

favor her, yea, the appointed tim^ 



take pleasure in her stones ; 
a regard for her dust. 

Jehorah'B name, 
th thy glory. 



IC For Jehovah will build up Zio 
He will appear in hia glory. 

17 He will regard the prayer of the forsaken. 
And not despise their supplication. 

18 This shall be written for the generation to come. 
That the people to be born may praise Jehovah. 

19 For he lookeih down from his high sanctuary. 
From heaven doth be cast his eye upon the earth, 

20 To listen to the sighs of the prisoner. 

To release those that are doomed to death. 

21 That he may declare bis name in Zion, 
And his praise in Jerusalem ; 

22 When the nations are assembled together. 
And the kingdoms to serve Jehovah- 

23 My strength faileth by the way. 
My days are shortened. 

24 I say, O my God, take me not away in the midst otf 

my days. 
Thou, whose years are everlasting! 

25 Of old hast thou laid the foundations of the earth. 
And the heavens are the work of thy hands ; 

26 They shall perish, but thou shall endure ; 
Yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment ; 
Thou shall change them as a vesture, and they shall 

be changed ; 

27 But thou art for ever the same ; 
Tliy years shall have no end ! 




S8 The children of thy servants shall continue, i 

And their posterity shall be established before thee. 

V. 6. LUe aptlican — liii an oiol : Bints, which uLler mourpliU criu. 
— Y. 8. Curat bg nu, i. c. lake me as an exaiupte of the greUeal auterj in 
diair imprecalious ; as if ihey EhDuIJ lay, * Ma; we be u wnlched u he, if 
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Otd kind and merciful. Without supposing a. penaniGcslion of the Jewiih 
people ID thii psalm, we ma; suppose il lo have been prepared for the lue 
of the whole congregation of lirael. From certain ChaUairing wordi in 
it De Welle refers the composition to the lime of Ihe csplWly. 

A psalm of David. 

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
And all that is within me, bless his holy name ! 

2 Bless the Lcrd, O my soul. 
And forget not all his benefits! 

3 Who forgiselh all thine iniquities ; 
Who healeth all ihy diseases ; 

4 Who redeemeth thy life from the grave ; 

► Who crowneth tnee with kindness and mercy! 
Who salisfieth thine old age with good, 
So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
The Lord executeth justice 
And equity for all the oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses ; 
His mighty deeds to the children of Israel, 

8 The Lord is merciful and kind ; 
Slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

9 He doth not chide for ever. 
Nor is his displeastire everlasting. 

lo He hath not dealt with us according to our si&a, 
Nor requited us according to our iniquities. 
14* 
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11 As high as are the heavens above the earth, 
So great is his mercy to them, that revere him. 

18 As far as the east is from the west, 

So far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 

13 Even as a father pitieth his children, 

So the Lord pitieth them, that revere him. 

14 For he knoweth our frame, 

He remembereth that we are dust. 

15 As for man, his days are as grass ; 

As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

16 The wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; 
And its place shall know it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 

lasting to them that revere him, 
And his goodness to children's children. 

18 To such as keep his covenant. 

And remember his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord hath established his throne in the heav- 

ens, 
And his kingdom ruleth over all. 

20 Bless the Lord, ye his angels ; 

Ye mighty ones, who do his commands, 
Hearkening to the voice of his word ! 

51 Bless the Lord, all ye his hosts ; 

Ye, his ministers, who do his pleasure ! 

52 Bless the Lord, all his works. 
In all places of his dominion ! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul ! 

y. 21. Fe, his ministers, i. e. ministermg spiriti in Leavra. 
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PSALM CIV. 

yi» power and goodnesa of GoJ, as displayed in Llie woits of crealioD and 
pTOvidencB. 

1 Ble99 the Lord, O my soul ! 

O Jehorah, my God ! how great art thou ! 

Clothed with gtory and majesty I 
S He coTereth himself with light as with a garment; 

He Hpreadeth out the heavens like a curtain ; 

3 He buildeth his chambers on the waters ; 
He maketh the clouds his chariot ; 
He ridelh upon the wiuga of the wind. 

4 He maketh the winds his messengers, 
The flaming lightnings his ministers. 

5 He established the earth on its foundations ; 
It shall not be removed for ever. 

C Thou didst cover it with the deep as with a garment ; 
The waters stood above the mountains ! 

7 At thy rebuke they fled ; 
At the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. 

8 The mountains rise up; the rail eys sink. 
In the places which thou hast appointed for them. 

9 Thou haat established a bound, which the waters 
may not pass ; 

That they may not retnrn and cover the earth. 

10 Thou sendeth forth the springs in brooks ; 
They flow amongst the mountains ; 

11 They give drink to all the beasts of the forest ; 
In them the wild asses quench their thirst. 

12 Near them the birds of heaven have their habita- 

Which sing among the branches. 
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13 He watereth the hills irom his chambers ; 
The earth is filled with the fruit of hia woike. 

14 He cBuselfa the grass to spring up for cattle. 
And herbage for the service of man ; 

He briugeth forth food out of the earth ; 

15 And wine that gladeneth the heart of man. 
And oil that maketh hia face to shine. 
And bread that gireth him strength. 

16 The trees of the Lord are full of sap ; 
The cedars of Labanon, which he hath planted; 

17 There the birds build their nesta ; 

In the fir-trees the stork hath her abode. 

18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats. 
And the rocks for the conies. 

19 He appointed the moon to mark seasons ; 
The sun knoweth when to go down. 

20 Thou makest darkness, and it is night. 
When all the beasts of the forest go forth, 

21 The young lions roar for prey. 
And seek their food from God. 

23 The sun ariseth, they retreat. 
And lie down again in their dens. 

23 Then man goeth forth to his work. 
And to his labor, until evening. 

24 O Lord, how manifold are thy works '. 
In wisdom hast thou made them all 1 
The earth is full of thy riches ! 

23 Lo ! this great and wide sea 1 

In it are living creatures innumerable ; 
Animals small and great. 
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S6 There go the ships; 

There is that leviathan, which thou hast made to play 
therein ,' 
"37 All these look to thee 

To give them their food in due season. 
58 Thou givest it them, they gather it ; 

Thou openeat thine hand, they are satisfied with good. 
99 Thou hidest thy face, they perish ; 

Thou takest away their breath, they die. 

And return to the duat. 

30 Thou aendest forth thy spirit, they are created, 
And thoti renewest the face of the earth, 

31 The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever ; 
The Lord shall rejoice in his works ; 

32 He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth; 
He touchcth the hills, and they smoke. 

33 I will sing to the Lord, as long as I live, 

I will sing praiae to my God, while I have my being. 

34 O that mj meditation may be grateful to him 1 
I will rejoice in the Lord. 

35 May sinners perish from the earth, 
And the wicked be no more I 
Bless the Lord, O ray soul ! 
Praise ye the Lord I 

T. 16. Thilr^rso/iheLotd/i.e.Y/Mtiect; (hose which grow 





PSALM CV. 

ConuDCmoralion of God's g;nDdiie49 la iho natioi 
period of Ibeir hisiory. The fi»i TiAeen 
David's hyma on ibe remnnil of (lie ar: 
ivi.B-22. It iiamnjeciure ofDaihe 
from Bobvlon, adapied Ihote rersea, *iih 
dcdicslion oDhc Hcond leni|i]e 
had adapied uioiber fniraieiK < 
■imilar puipoie. Do Welle hi 
tbs hjmu in Chronicles llie cotn| 

1 O GIVE thanks unto the Lord ; 
Call upon his name ; 

Make known liia deeds among ihe people ! 

2 Sing unto him ; eing psalms unto him ; 
Tell ye of all lua wondrous works ! 

3 Glory ye in his holy name ; 

Ye that seek the Lord, let your hearts rejoice t 

4 Seek Jehovah, and his majesty ; 
Seek bis face continuailj ! 

5 Kemember the wonders he hath wrought ; 

His miracles, ajid the judgments of his mouth ; 

6 O ye descendants of Abraham his servant ; 
Ye children of Jacob his chosen ! 

7 This Jehovah is our God, 

He reigneth over all the earth. 

8 He remembereth his covenant for ever, 

And his promise, to the thousandth generatioD ; 

9 The covenant which he made with Abraham, 
And the oath which he gave to Isaac ; 

10 Which he confirmed to Jacob for a decree, 
And to Israel for an everlasting covenant ; 

11 " To thee," said he, " will I give the land of Canaan 
" For the lot of jour ii 
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When yet they were few in nambei, 
Very few, and strangers in the land ; 
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"33 When they went from nation lo nation. 
From one kingdom to another people, 
14 He suffered no man to injure them, 

»Yea, he rebuked kings for their sakes. 
' " Touch not," said he, " mine anointed, 
'' And do my prophets no harm ! " 

16 Again when he commanded a famine in the land. 
And brake the whole staff of bread, 

17 He sent a man before them ; 
Joseph was sold as a slave. 

18 Hia feet they hurt with fetters ; 
He was laid in irons. 

19 Until his prediction came to pass, 
And the word of the Lord proved him. 

20 Then the king sent and loosed him ; 
The ruler of nations set him free ; 

2i He made him governor of his house. 

And lord of all his possessions ; 
^ To biqd his princes at his pleasure, 

And teach his counsellors wisdom. 

33 Israel also came into Egypt ; 

Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham ; 
94 Where God multiplied his people greatly, 

And made them stronger than their enemies. 
35 He turned their hearts to hate his people, 

And form devices against his servants. 
S6 Then sent he Moses his servant. 

And Aaron, whom he had chosen. 
Q7 They showed his signs among them, d 

And his wonders in the land of Ham. ■ 

28 He sent darkness upon them, and made it dark ; J 

H And they did not disobey his word. ^^^H 

k 3 
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29 He turned their waters into blood. 
And slew their fish. 

30 Their land brought forth frogs in abundanee. 
Even in the chambers of their kings. 

31 He spake, and there came flies. 
And lice in all their coasts. 

32 Instead of rain he gave them hail, 
And flaming fire in their land. 

33 He smote also their vines and fig-trees. 
And brake the trees of their coasts. 

84 He spake, and the locusts came, . 
And caterpillars without number, . 

35 Which ate up all the herbage in their land, 
And devoured the fruits of their fields. 

36 Then he smote all the first-born in their land ; 
The first fi*uits of all their strength. 

37 He led forth his people with silver and gold ; 
Nor was there one feeble person in all their tribes. 

38 Egypt was glad when they departed, ' 
For their terror had fallen upon them. 

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering. 
And fire to give light by night. 

40 They asked, and he brought quails, 

And satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 

41 He opened the rock, and the waters gushed forth, 
And ran in the dry places like a river. 

42 For he remembered his holy promise. 
Which he had made to Abraham his servant ; 

43 And he led forth his people with joy, 
And his chosen with gladness. 

44 He gave to them the lands of the nations, 
And they inherited the labor of the Gentiles. 



^ That they might ohserve his statuteB, 
And obey his laws. 
Praise ye the Lord ! 

V. 19. And Ihr teord of Ike Lord, i, e. ihe prpdiciion, which Joieph ul 
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ConunemoratToa of llie 
Hod of Cod^s iQcrcies 
Sec vv. 46, 47. 

1 Praise ye the Lord I 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good ; 
For his mercy endureth forever I 

2 Who can utter the mighty deeds of Jehovab ? 
Who can show forth all his praise ? 

3 Happy are they who regard justice ; 
Who practise righteousnesa at all times 1 

4 Remember me, O Lord, with the faTOr promised ti 

thy people ; 
Visit me with thy saving help 1 

5 That I may see the prosperity of thy choeen. 
That I may rejoice in the joy of thy people ; 
That I may glory with thine inheritance 1 



6 We have sinned with our fathers ; 

We have committed iniquity ; we have done wickedly. 

7 Our fathers in Egypt did not regard thy wonders ; 
They remembered not thy numerous benefits ; 
But rebelled at the sea, the Red sea. 

8 Yet he saved them for his own name's sake, 
That he might make known his mighty power. 
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9 He rebuked the Red sea, and it was dried up, 
And he led them through the deep as through ^ d 

10 He saved them from the hand of him that hated i 
And delivered them from the hand of the eDem] 

11 The waters covered their enemies; 
There was not one of them le^. 

12 Then believed they hia words, 
And sang his praise. 

13 But they soon forgot his deeds. 
And waited not for his counsel. 

14 They gave way to appetite in the wilderness. 
And tempted God in the desert ; 

15 And he gave them their request, 
But sent upon them a plague. 

16 They also envied Moses in the camp, 
And Aaron, the holy one of Jehovah. 

17 Then the earth opened, and swallowed up Dathi 
And covered the company of Abiram, 

IS And a fire was kindled in their company ; 
The flames burned up the wicked. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb, 

And worshipped a molten image ; ' 

20 They changed their God of glory 
Into the image of a graas-eating os. 

21 They forgot God, their saviour. 

Who had done such great things in Egypt, 
29 Such wonders in the land of Ham ; 

Such terrible things by the Red sea. 
23 Then he thought of destroying them ; 

Had not Moses his chosen stood before him ill: 
breach, ' 

To turn away his wrath, that be might not deil 
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^4 They also despised the pleaaant land. 

And belieyed not his word ; 
^5 But murmured in their tents. 

And would not listen to the voice of Jehorah. 
^6 Then he lifted up his hand against them. 

And swore that he would make them fall iu the wil- 

S7 That he would disperse their descendants among the 
nations, 
And scatter them in the lands. 

28 They also devoted themselves to the worship of 

Baal-peor, 
And ate sacrifices offered to lifeless idols, 

29 Thus they provoked his anger by their practices. 
And a plague broke in upon them, 

30 Then stood op Phinehas, and avenged the crime, 
And the plague was stayed. 

31 And this was counted to him for righteousness, 
To all generations for ever. 

32 They provoked him also at the waters of Meribah, 
And Moses suffered on their account. 

33 For they irritated his spirit, 

jSothat he spake inconsiderately with his lips. 

34 They did not destroy the nations. 
As Jehovah had commanded them. 

35 They mingled themselves with the heathen, 
And learned their practices. 

36 Thej even worshipped their idols. 
And thus they became to them a snare. 

37 Their sons and their daughters they sacrificed to de- 




[CI 



38 And shed the blood of the innocent. 

The blood of their own sons and daughters, 
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan ; 
And tbe land was contaminated with blood. 

39 Thua they polluted themselrea with their woiks. 
And defiled themsetTes with their inventions. 



40 Then burnt the anger of Jehovah against his 

So that be abhorred hia own inheritance. 

41 And he gave them ioto the hand of the nations ; 
And they that hated them ruled over them. 

42 Their enemies oppressed them, 

And under their hands were ihey humbled. 

43 Many times did be deliver them. 

But they provoked him by their conduct. 

And they were brought low for their iniquitieB. 

44 Yet, when he heard their cries, 
He regarded their affliction ; 

45 He remembered his coi-enant with them. 

And relented according to the greatuess of his mercy, 

46 And caused them to find pity 
Amongst all that carried them captive. 
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Save us, O Jehovah, ■ 

among the nations, 
That we may give thank 
And glory in thy praise ! 



IT God, and gather uh from 
to thy holy name, 



J Blessed he Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
From everlasting to everlasting ! 
And let all the people say^ Amen ! 
Praise ye the Lord ! 
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PSALM CVII. 

arioua classes of mea. This pEalm appears from U 
omposed aDn«! lime after Ihe reluni from the Saby 



O GIVE thanks to the Lord, for he is good ; 
For his mercy endureth for ever ! 
t Let the redeemed of the Lord say it, 
Whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy ; 
; 3 Whom lie hath gathered from various Jands, 

From the East, the West, the North, and the South. 

4 They were wandering in a solitary desert. 
They found no way to an inhabited city. 

5 They were hungry and thirsty. 
And their souls fainted within them. 

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble. 
And he delivered them out of their distress. 

7 He led them in a straight way, 
Till they came to an inhabited city. 

8 O let them praise the Lord for his goodness. 
For Ilia wonderful works to the children of men ! 

9 For he satisfieth the thirsty, 
the hungry he fiUeth with good. 

IS* 
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LO They dwelt in darkness and the shadow of death. 
Having been bound with grievous in 

11 Because they disobeyed the commands of God, 
And contemned the will of the Most High ; 

12 Whose hearts he brought down by hardship ; 
Who sank, and there was none to help. 

13 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, J 
And he saved them from their distress ; 

14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow 

death. 
And break their bands asunder. 

15 O let them praise the Lord for his goodness. 
For his wonderful works to the children of men 1 

16 For he hath broken the gates of brass, 
And cut the bars of iron asunder. 

17 Foola, because of their transgressions, 
And because of their iniquities, were afHicted ; 

18 They abhorred all kinds of food; 
They were near to the gates of death ; 

19 Then they cried to Jehovah in their trouble. 
And he delivered them from their distress. 

20 He sent his word, and healed them. 
And saved them from their destruction. 

21 O lei them praise the Lord for his goodnesB, 
For his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

22 Let them offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving. 
And declare his works with joy ! 



23 They who go down to the sea in ships, 
And do business in great waters, 

24 These see the works of the Lord, 
And his wonders in the deep. 

25 He biddeth, and the tempest ari^eth. 
And Bwelleth high the waves. 



lips, 

J 



evil.] PSALMS, 

26 They mount up to the heavens; 
They sink down to the depths ; 
Their soul melleth with distress; 

27 They reel and stagger like a. drunken man. 
And all their skill is vain. 

38 Then they cry to the Lord in their trouble, 
And he saveth them from their distresa. 

29 He lurneth the storm into a calm, 
And the waves are hushed. 

30 The mariners rejoice that they are still, 

And he bringeth them to their wislied-for haven. 

31 O let them praise the Lord for his goodness ; 
For his wonderful works to the children of men I 

3S Let them extol hini in the congregation of the peo] 
And praise him in the assembly of the elders I 



He turneth rivers into a desert, 

And water-springs into dry ground; ■ 

A fruitful land into sterility, 

For the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 

He turneth the desert into a lake of water, 

And dry ground into water-springs ; 

And there he causeth the hungry to dwell, 

And they build a city for habitation ; 

And sow fields and plant vineyards, 

Which shall yield a fruitful increase. 

He blesaeth them, so that they multiply greatly. 

And snlTereth not their cattle to decrease. 
* When they arc diminished and brought low, 

By oppression, afiliction, and sorrow, 
I He poureth contempt upon princes, 

And causeth them to wander in a pathless wildernen j 
I But he raiseth the destitute from affliction. 

And incrcaseth their families like a flock. 
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43 The righteous 

And all the uarighti 

43 Whoso is wise, lei } 
And have regard to thi 



PSALM CVIII. 

Tlu9 ptthe i> composed or parts or Iwo other psali 
and Ps. Ii, 5 - 12. ll has twen roiijeclumi ihal 
public occasloD In ibo Lali-r period of Ibe JewUh naiiiHi. 

A psalm of David, 

1 O God, my heart is firm ! 

I irUI sJDg and give thanks. 
3 Awake, my soul ! awake, my psaltery and harp 

I will wake with the early dawn. 

3 [ will praise thee, O Lord, among the people r 
I will sing to thee among the nations ; 

4 For thy mercy reacheih to the heavens. 
And thy truth above the clouds. 

5 Exalt thyself, O God, above the heavens^ 
And thy glory above all the earth I 

6 That thy beloved may be delivered. 
Save with thy right hand, answer me ! 

7 God promiseth by his holiness ; I will rejoice 7 
I shall yet divide Shechem, 

And measure out the valley of Succoth ; 

8 Gikad shall be mine, and mine Manasseh ; 
Ephraim shall be my helmet. 
And Judah my lawgiver. 

9 Moab shall be my wash-bowl ; 
Upon Edom shall I cast my shoe 
I shall triumph over Philistia. 
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10 Who will bring me to the strong city t 
Who will lead me into Edom ? 

11 Wilt not thou, O God, who didst forsake us, 
Who didst not go forth with our armies ? 

12 Give us thine aid in our distress, 
For vain is the help of man ! 

13 Through God we shall do valiantly ; 
For he will tread down our enemies. 

V. 8. Xmogfioer, i. e. the seat of my government. — Y. 9. Wla^'bowl, i. e. 
•ball be held in ignominious subjeciion. -— Catt my thoe, i. e. treat as a slave. 



PSALM CIX. 

Prayer against enemies. This psalm is commonly supposed to have been 
composed by David during the revolt of Absalom. Ahithophel is c<ni- 
sidered the object of his imprecations by some ; by others Doeg, the 
Edomlte, one of his calumniators in the court of Saul. From tha con- 
tents and style of the composition, De Wette thinks that there is good 
reason to doubt the correctness of its ascription to David. 

For the leader of the music, A psalm of David, 

1 O God, my glory, be not silent ! 

2 For the mouths of the wicked and the deceitful are 

opened against me ; 
They speak against me with a lying tongue. 

3 They assault me on every side with words of hatred ; 
They war against me without a cause. 

4 For my love they are my adversaries. 
Although I prayed for them. 

6 They repay me evil for good. 
And hatred for love. 

6 Set thou a wicked man over him. 

And let an adversary stand at his right hand ! 

7 When he is judged, may he be condemned. 
And may his prayer be accounted a crime I 
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8 May liia days be few, 
Ajid another take Lis office ! 

9 May his children be fatheriesa. 
And his nife a widow ! 

10 May his children be vagabonds and beggars. 
And seek their bread far from their desolate abode^ 

11 May a creditor seize on all that he hath. 
And may a stranger plunder his substance ! 

12 May there be none to show him compassion, 
And none to pily his orphans ! 

13 May his posterity be cut off; 
In the next generation may his name be blotted out ^, 

14 May the iniquities of his fathers be remernbered b^^ 

Jehovah, 
And may the sin of his mother never be blotted out t 

15 May they lie before the Lord continually; 

And may he cut off their memory from the earth I 

16 Because he remembered not to show pity, 
But persecuted the afflicted and the destitute, 
And sought the death of the broken-hearted. 

17 As he loved cursing, let it come upon hioi ; 

As he delighted not iu blessing, let it be far from 
him I 

18 May he be clothed with cursing as with a garment ; 
May it enter like water into his bowels. 

And like oil into his bones ! 

19 May it be to him like the robe that covereth him ; 
Like the girdle with which he is constantly girded 1 

30 May this be from Jehovah the recompense of mine 
adversaries. 
And of them that speak evil against me ! 
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21 But do thou, O Jehovah, my God, take part with 

me. 
For thine own name's sake ! 
Great is thy mercy, O deliver me ! 

22 For I am afflicted and destitute. 
And my heart is wounded within me. 

23 I am going, like a declining shadow ; 
I am tossed ahout, like the locust. 

24 My knees are weak from fasting. 
And my flesh is wasted away. 

25 I am a reproach to my enemies ; 

They gaze at me ; they shake their heads. 

26 Help me, O Jehovah, my God ! 

O save me, according to thy mercy ! 

27 Let them know that this is thy hand ; 
That thou, O Lord, hast done it ! 

28 Let them curse, but do thou bless I 

When they arise, let them be put to shame I 
But let thy servant rejoice ! 

29 May my enemies be clothed with ignominy ; 

May they be covered with their shame, as with a 
mantle ! 

30 I will earnestly praise Jehovah with my lips ; 
In the midst of the multitude I will praise him. 

31 For he standeth at the right hand of the poor, 
To save him from those, who oppress him. 

y. 6. Let an adversary ttand, &c., i. e. as an accuser in a court of jus- 
tice. See Zech. iit. 1. 
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This pulm 19 commoiilf r^anled u prophetic of Ibe kingdom oT Chri^ 
Hsny modeiD criili^i, however, lupposlng, ihat Jeaaa, in appealing lo |U| 
paalin lor the purpoie of lilenciag ihe Jews, reaioot ex etmeaii*, i. a. 
tram premises conceded by his opponenit, raihei Uiui Irom whai mm 
true in iuetf, coaaider ibe psalm, as an ode lo n victorioug king living la 
the time of (he auihor oT the Fomp-iMiTon. Roseomilller aupposes tha 
Heasish eipened ^y Ihe Jeui lo be ihe siibjecl ot the psalm, but iril 
not allow that it refers to Jesus. 

A psalm of David. 

1 Jehovab said to my lord, 

" Sit thou at my right hand, 

" Until I make thy foes thy footstool." 
3 Jehovah will extend the sceptre of thy power fiom 
Zion; 

Thou shall rule in the midst of thine enemies ! 

3 Thy people shall be ready, when thou mustereat ikj 

forces, in holy splendor ; 
Thy youth shall come forward like dew from the 
womb of the morning. 

4 Jehovah hath sworn, and he will not repent ; 
" Thou art a priest for ever, 

" After the order of Helchisedeck ! " 

5 The Lord at thy right hand 

Shall, in the day of hia wrath, crush the heads of 
kings." 

6 He shall execute justice amongst the nations ; 
He shall till them with dead bodies. 

He shall crush the heads of his enemies over exten- ' 
aive fields. 

7 He shall drink of the brook in the way ; 
Therefore shall he lift up his head. 

T. 6. Hi shall execvitt i. e. llie great king, described id tbe preceding 
■ the Supreme Being, mcniioued in V, 5. Buch changes of per- 
mmon in Hebrew poelry. Possibly a new choir ma/ bava 
sioging this verso. 
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:h half verse begim 



This IB another 



— Lhe HebrKw Blphabeli onl; 
ses conintn nix leiien iiulcad of four. This paalm 
Xlallcliijah pgalmsj so called from beginning wiib Ibi 
^laUtlu-Jah, i. e. Praiit yf t)<e Lord. Five also eiid 
is doobiful whether ihesa words fonned a part of lhe 

■ ' ' appear to hava bi 
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Praise ye the Lord ! 

I will praise Jehovah with my whole heart, 

Id the society of the righteous, and in the congrega- 
tion. 

The worka of Jehovah are great ; 

Wonderful to all who have pleasure in them. 

His deeds are honorable and glorious, 

And his righleouBness endureth for ever. 

He hath established a meniorial of his wonders ; 

Jehovah is gracious and full of compassion. 

He giveth meat to thetn that fear him; 

He is ever mindful of his covenant. 

He showed his people the greatness of his works, 

When he gave them the inheritance of the heathen. 

The deeds of his hands are truth and justice ; 

All his commandments are sure; 

They stand firm for ever and ever. 

Being founded in truth and justice. 

He sent redemption to his people ; 

He established his covenant for ever ; 

Holy and venerable ia his name. 

The fear of the Lord ia the beginning of wisdom ; 

They who keep his commandments have a good un- 
derstanding ; 

Their praise shall endure for ever. 
16 




PSALM CXII. 
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1 Praise ye ilie Lord ! 

Uappy ihe maD, who leareth the Lord ; 
Who takelh delighl in his commandments. 

2 His posterity shall be mighty on the earth ; 
The race of the righteous shall be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches shall be ia hia house ; 
His righteousness shall endure for ever. 

4 To the righteous shall arise light out of darkness ; 
He is gracioua, and full of compassion and righteous- 



5 Happy the man, who hath pity aud lendetb ; 
He shall sustain his cause in judgment ; 

6 Vea, he shall never stumble ; 

The memory of the righteous shall be everlasting. 

7 He is not afraid of evil tidings ; 

His heart is Arm, trusting In the Lord. 

8 His heart is Arm ; Ite hath no fear, 
Till he see bis desire upon his enemies. 

9 He bath scattered blessings ; he hath given to tl 

poor ; 
His goodness shall endure for ever ; 
He shall be exalted to honor. 
10 The wicked shall see and be grieved; 

He shall gnash with his teeth and melt away ; 
The hope of the wicked shall perish. 
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The condescenilinar gootlnesa of Ihe Jofiiiiie God. 

I Praise ye the Lord ! 

Praise, O ye servants of Jehovah, 

Praise Jehovah's name ! 
S Blessed be the name of Jehovah 

Now, and for ever ! 
3 From the lisiog to Ihe setting sun. 

May Jehovah's name be praised I 
■4 High above all nations is Jehovah i 

His glory is above the heavens. 
6 Who is like Jehovah, our God, 

That hath his abode on high 1 

6 Who yet atoopeth down, to behold 

What passeth in the heavens, and on the eartli. 

7 He raiseth the poor from the dust, 

And exaltetli the needy from the dunghill ; 

8 And seateth him amongst princes. 
Even amongst the princes of his people. 

9 He cauaeth the barren woman to confine herself tt 

her house. 
And lo be a joyful mother of children. 
Praise ye the Lord ! 



PSALM cxrv. 



1 When Israel came forth from Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 





» 



2 Judah was hia sanctuary, 
And Israel his dominion. 

3 The aea beheld, and fled ; 
The Jordan mrned back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, 
And the hills like lambs. 




5 Why fleddest thou, O sea 1 
O Jordan, why tuinedst thou back ? 

6 Ye mountains, why skipped ye like rams. 
And ye hills like lambs ? 

7 Tremble, O earth, at ihe presence of Jehovah, 
At the presence of the God of Jacob ; 

6 Who turned the rock into a standing lake. 
And the llint into fountains of water 1 



PSALM CXV. 

Prayer tbal Jehovah would display his glory as the 
aid (u his people against Ihe worshippers of idols, 
lu ihe cireumilances of HeiekUJi, during iho invaiio 
See la. uuvi- xstvli ; others lo a much laLer period. 

1 Not unto us, O Jehovah, not nnto nf 

But unto thy name give glory. 
For thy goodness, and thy truth's sake 
3 Why should the nations say, 
" Where is now their God ! " 

3 Our God is in the heavens ; 
He doth whatever he pleaseth. 

4 But their idols are silver and gold, 
The work of men's hands; 

5 They have mouths, but they speak not ; 
Eyes have they, bat they see not ; 




CXy.} PSALMS. IM 

6 They have ears, but they hear not ; 
Noses have they, but they smeil not. 

7 They have hands, but they handle not ; 
They have feet, but they walk not ; 
Nor do they speak with their throats. 

8 They that make them are like them ; 
And so is every one that trusteth in them. 

9 But let Israel trust in Jehovah ! 
He is their help and their shield. 

10 Let the house of Aaron trust in Jehovah ! 
He is their help and their shield. 

11 Let all that fear him trust in Jehovah ! 
He is their help and their shield. 

12 Jehovah is mindful of us ; he will bless us ; 
He will bless the house of Israel ; 

He will bless the house of Aaron. 

13 He will bless his worshippers, small and great. 

14 Jehovah will multiply blessings 
Upon yourselves, and your children. 

15 Blessed are ye of Jehovah, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

16 The highest heaven is for Jehovah ; 

But the earth he hath given to the sons of men. 

17 The dead praise not Jehovah ; 
None, who go down into silence ' 

18 But we will bless Jehovah,. 
Now and for ever ! 
Praise ye the Lord ! 



16^ 
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PSALM CXVI. 

Thanksgiving for deliverance from distress. This psahn is conjectured 
to have been composed by, or for, Hezekiah, after his recovery from sick- 
ness. See Isaiah xxxviii. Others suppose it to have been designed for 
the use of the whole people afler the deliverance from captivity, or fran 
some great calamity. It contains several Chaldaisms, M has been re- 
marked by Hammond and De Wette. 

1 I REJOICE that the Lord hath heard my supplication ; 

2 That he hath inclined his ear to me, and heard me ; 
I will call upon him, as long as I live. 

3 The cords of death encompassed me, 

And the pains of the grave seized upon me ; 
I found distress and sorrow. 

4 Then called I upon Jehovah ; 

Jehovah, save me ! 

5 Gracious is Jehovah, and kind ; 
Yea, our God is merciful. 

6 Jehovah preserveth the simple ; 

1 was brought low, and he helped me. 

7 Return, O my soul, to thy rest, 

For Jehovah hath been gracious to thee t 

8 For thou hast preserved me from death ;. 
Thou hast kept mine eyes from tears,. 
And my feet from falling ! 

9 I shall walk before the Lord, 
In the land of the living. 

10 I had trust, although I said, 
" I am grievously afflicted ! " 

11 I said in my distress, 
" All men are liars." 

12 What shall I render to the Lord 
For all his benefits to me ? 
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13 I will take the cup of deliverance, 
And call upon the name of Jehovah ; 

14 I will pay my vows to, the Lord, 
In the presence of all his people. 

15 Precious in the eyes of Jehovah 

Is the life of his pious worshippers. 

16 Hear, O Jehovah, for I am thy servant ; 

I am thy servant, the son of thy handmaid ! 
Thou hast loosed my bonds. 

17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
And will call upon the name of Jehovah. 

18 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
In the presence of all his people, 

19 In the courts of the house of Jehovah, 
In the midst of thee, O Jerusalem ! 
Praise ye the Lord ! 

V. 7. To thy rest, i. e. dismiss thy terror or anxiet}'. — V. 11. Are liars, 
i. e. DO dependence is to be placed on human aid. The sentiment is to be 
taken in connexion with V. 10. where the writer sa;^8, 1 had trust, i. e. in 
God. 



PSALM CXVII. 

A psalm of praise. 

1 Praise Jehovah, all ye nations ! 
Praise him all ye people ! 

2 For great toward us hath been his kindness, 

And the faithfulness of Jehovah enduretb for ever. 
Praise ye the Lord ! 



:c &om ilumer snil r 



PSALM CXVIII. 



ApAalni of itaflnkagivin^ and Irimnph for df^ve 

Ul day, aiHk ihai bj^ dlflerenl cborn oriJagen^rppreienLuig the kicg, Ibe 
priaU, utdlbe progjle. Tbeutject, Uw aalbor, and ibe dale of the com- 
poHtioo ore wholij' uDcmaio. li i( reiy probable, howevsr, ifaat il irai 
CDmposcd sfler ibe erHliao of Ibe lempte, and of coone ddI ihe produc- 
lioDofDand. See vv. 19, 20, St. Some apply the psalm lo Hczekiah 

the retuni froiD Ibc capiivily. Some ibal il relBles u> the time of llie 
UHnabecI, wbeu Simuu was made governor of Ibe Jews. Sec 1 Mat. 
di.nii.iiv. The Jews in Ihe line orCliHii seem lo have regdrdi^ the 
pnlm as prophelic of the Messiah, and iome suppose thai Clirisl and ihc 
Ap(nlk« "£"■'«' '■"■>"'■■ See Mai. xii. 42. Acts iv. II. Thogen- 
•nlopnioDof eriiies.surh is Micbeelii, Daihe, Knspp, &c. is, ibal Ihoia 
venesarequotedoBly by way DfaccomiDodaiioEi, or at leaat applied to Je- 
■ID in a mjiiical, not a '- — ' 



, liletal leuie. 



1 O GIVE thanks to the Lord, for he is kind ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

2 Lei Israel say. 

His goodness endureth Tor ever 1 

3 Let the house of Aaron say. 
His goodness endureth for ever ! 

4 Let all, who fear the Lord, say, 
His goodness endureth for ever. 

5 I called upon Jchorah in distress j 
He heard, and gave me deliverance. 

6 The Lord is on my side, I will not fear ; 
What can man do to me ? 

7 The Lord is my helper ; 
I shall see my desire upon my e 

8 It is better to trust in the Lord, 
Than to put confidence In man ; 

9 It is better to trust in the Lord, 
Than to put confidence in princes. 
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10 All nations beset me arouDd, 

But in the Dame of Jehovah I destroyed them. 

11 Tliey beset lue on every side ; 

But in the name of Jehovah I destroyed them. 

12 They beset me around like bees; 

They were quenched like the fire of thorns, 
For in the name of Jehovah I destroyed them. 

13 Thou didst assail me with violence to bring me down ! 
But Jehovah was my support. 

14 Jehovah is ray glory and my song ; 
For to him I owe my salvation. 

15 The voice of joy and salvation is in the habitations of 

the righteous ; 
" The right hand of Jehovah doth valiantly ; 

16 " The right hand of Jehovah is exalted ; 

" The right hand of Jehovah doth jvaliantly." 

17 I shall not die, but lire. 

And declare the deeds of Jehovah. 

18 Jehovah hath sorely chastened me. 

But he hath not given me over to death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness. 

That I may go into them, and praise Jehovah. 
30 This is the gate of Jehovah, 
Into which the righteous enter. 

21 I praise thee that thou hast heard me. 
And hast been my salvation. 

22 The stone, which the builders rejected. 
Is become the chief corner-stone. 

23 This is the Lord's doing ; 

It is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day, which the Lord hath made ; 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it ! 

25 Hear, O Jehovah, and bless us ! 
Hear, O Jehovah, and send us prosperity ! 



1 



i 




Blessed be he that cometh in the name 
We blesa you from the house of Jehovah 



CXVIII. 
of Jehovah 



27 Jehovah is God, he hath shone upon us ; 

Bind the sacrifice with cords to ihe horns of the situ 
38 Thou an my God, and I wil! praise thee; 

Thou art my God, and I will exalt thee I 
29 O give thaoka to the l^rd, for he is kind. 

For his goodness endureth for erer ! 



PSALM cxrx. 

Ttte excellence aflhe divine laws, ■nd lli« ImppinfBs ofibon who obeeTva 
them. The aim ofihg poelaeema toliBVebren lo preseut Ifaese two ideas in 
eveiy pooibla vanoty of expreuioD. Thia paalm is a( a peculiar imu:- 
tnre. It i> divided inlo ai maay icclioni, of eigbl verses earli, ns ihere on 
lelten in Ibe Hebrew Alphabet, vi:. Iwrniy-iwo ; all the llnaa a( ilis fini 
RMtioU begiuDliig willi Aleph, at ihe second with Beth, <>( llie thkcl mlb 
Gimel, Bnd to 1o the latl, in the onler of the alphabet. From ihe struc- 
ture and choracler nf Ihe pBalm, il is sgppoied bj die bestcriliei to belong 
to the later period or Ihe Jewiah nalioD. 

1 Happy are they, whose ways are pure ; ^ 
Who walk in the law of the Lord. 

2 Happy they, who observe his ordinances. 
And seek him with the whole heart ; 

3 Who also do no iniquity ; 
But walk in his ways. 

4 Thou hast commanded ua to keep thy precepts 

igently. 

5 O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes 1 1 

6 Then only shall I not be ashamed, 
When I have respect to all thy commandments. 

7 Then shall I praise thee with an upright heart. 
When I shall have learned thy righteous laws. 



8 I will keep thy s 
L O do not utterly forsake me ! 

^H O How shall a young man keep his conduct pare 1 
^1 By taking heed to it according to thy word. 

10 "With my whole heart Slave I sought thee, 

O let me not wander from thy commandmente ! 

► 11 Thy word have I hid in ray heart. 
That I might not sin against thee. 
*3 Blessed be thou, O Lord! 
O teach me thy statutes I 
13 With my lips do I declare 

All the precepts of thy mouth, 

114 In the way of thine ordinances I rejoice 
) A^ much as in the greatest riches. 
9|5 I meditate on thy precepts, 
> And fix my eyes upon thy ways. 
^6 I delight myself in thy statutes ; 
I do not forget thy word. 
17 Be gracious to thy servant, that I may live, 
And have regard to thy word 1 
18 Open thou mine eyes, 

That I may behold the deep things of thy law ! 

19 I am a stranger in the earth ; 
O hide not thy precepts from me ! 

20 My Boul fainteih within me 
On account of her perpetual longing for thy laws. 

!tl Thou rehukest the proud, the accursed, 
Who wander from thy commandments, 

52 Remove from me reproach and contempt, 
For I observe thine ordinances ! 

53 Princes sit and speak against me, 
But thy servant meditateth on thy statutes. 
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24 Thine ordinances are my delight, 
Yea, they are my counsellors. 

25 My soul sinketh into the dust ; 

O revive me, according to thy promise ! 

26 I have declared my ways, and thou hast heard me; 
Teach me thy statutes ! 

27 Let me understand the way of thy precepts ! 
So will I meditate on thy wonderful works. 

28 My soul melteth away for trouble ; 

O lift me up according to thy promise ! 

29 Remove from me the way of falsehood. 
And graciously grant me thy law ! 

30 I have chosen the way of truth. 
And set thy statutes before me. 

31 I cleave to thine ordinances ; 

O Lord, let me not be put to shame ! 

32 I will run in the way of thy commandments, 
When thou shalt enlarge my heart. 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes. 
That I may keep it to the end I 

34 Give me understanding, that I may keep thy law ; 
That I may observe it with my whole heart ! 

35 Lead me in the path of thy commandments. 
For in them I have my delight. 

36 Incline my heart to thine ordinances, 
And not to the love of gain ! 

37 Turn away mine eyes from vain things. 
And quicken me in thy law ! 

38 Fulfil thy promise to thy servant; 
To him, who revereth thee I 

39 Turn away the reproach, which I fear ; 
For thy statutes are good. 



40 Behold, I have longed for thy precepts ; 

(juicken thou me, in thy righteousness I 

41 Let thy mercies also come to me, O Lord, 
And thy help, according to thy promise ! 

42 So shall I be able to answer him that reproacheth me ; 
For I trust in thy promise. 

43 O never take the word of truth from my mouth ! 
For I trust in thy judgments, 

44 So shall I keep thy law continually, 
For ever and ever. 

45 I shall walk in "a smooth way. 
For I seek thy pretepts. 

46 I will apeak of thine ordinances before kings. 
And will not be ashamed. 

47 I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I 

48 I will lift up my hands to thy precepts, which I lore; 

1 will meditate on thy s 



49 Remember thy promise to thy servant. 
With which thou hast caused me to hope ! 

50 This is my comfort in my affliction, 
For thy promise reviveth me. 

51 The proud have had me greatly in i 
Yet have I not declined from thy law. 

52 I remember thy judgments of old, O Jehovah ! 
And comfort myself 

33 Indignation burneth within me, 

On account of the wicked, who forsake thy lai 

54 Thy statutes have been my song 
In the bouse of my pilgrimage. 

55 In the night, O Lord, I think of thy name. 
And observe thy laws. 

17 
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(cas^<l 


.>6 This is my wealth, 




That I keep thy precepts. 


^ 


57 Thou an my portion, O Jehovah ! ' 


■ 


I have resolved that I will keep thy precepts. 


^ 


58 I entreat ihy favor with my whole heart ; 




Be gracious unto me according to thy promise 


1 


59 I think on my ways, 




And turn my feet to thy statutes ; 




60 I make haste, and delay not 




To keep thy commandments. 




61 The snares of the wicked surround me ; 


■ 


Yet do I not forget thy law. 




'* 62 At midnight I rise to give thanks to thee 




On acutiunt of thy righteous laws. 




63 I am the companion of all, who fear thee. 




And who obey thy precepts. 


' 


64 The earth, Lord, is full of thy goodDess; 


O tench me thy statutes ! 


J 


65 Thou dost bless thy servant, O Lord, i 


■ 


According to thy promise 1 ' 




66 Teach mc sound judgment and knowledge. 


^^^5 


For I have faith in thy commandments. 


<i 


67 Before I was afflicted I went astray ; 


But now I keep thy word. 


* 


68 Thou art good and dost good ; 


O teach me thy statutes 1 




69 The proud forge lies against me, 


\ 


But I keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 




70 Their heart is senseless, like fat ; 




But I delight in thy law. 




71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 




That I might learn thy statutes. 


1 
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72 Better to me is the commandment of thy mouth 
Than thousands of gold and silver. 

73 Thy hands have made and fashioned me ; 

Give me understanding, that I may learn thy com- 
mandments ! 

74 They who fear thee shall see me and rejoice, 
Because I trust in thy promise. 

75 I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
And that in faithfulness thou hast afflicted me. 

76 O let thy goodness be my consolation, 
According to thy promise to thy servant 1 

77 Let thy compassion come to me, that I may live ! 
For thy law is my delight. 

78 May the proud be confounded, who wrong me with- 

out cause ! 
But I will meditate upon thy precepts. 

79 Let those, who fear thee, incline to me. 
And they, that know thine ordinances ! 

80 May my heart be perfect in thy statutes. 
That I may not be ashamed ! 

81 My soul fainteth for thy salvation ; 
In thy promise do I trust. 

82 Mine eyes fail in expectation of thy promise ; 
When, say I, wilt thou comfort me ! 

83 Yea, I am become like a bottle in the smoke. 
Yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

84 How many are the days of thy servant ? 

When wilt thou execute judgment upon my persecu- 
tors ? 

85 The proud have digged pits for me ; 
They who do not regard thy law. 
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66 All Ihy comnaftndmenls are faithful ; 

Tbey persecute me witlioul cause ; O help n 

87 They almost consumed me from the earth ; 
But I forsook not thy precepts. 

88 Quicken me according to thy goodness, 
That I may keep the law of thy mouth 1 



Thy promise, O Lord, is established for ever, I 
the heavens ; 
I Thy faithfulneBB endureth to all generations. 

Thou haat established the earth, and it alndeth. 
1 They continue to this day according to their otC 

For they are all subject to thee. 
! Had not thy law been my delight, 

I should have perished in my affliction. 
J I will never forget thy precepts ; 

For by them thou tevivest me. 
I I am ihine, help me! 

For I seek thy precepts. 
3 The wicked lie in wait to destroy me, 

But I will have regard to thine ordinanci 
3 I have seen an end of all perfection ; 

But thy law is exceeding broad. 



f O how I love thy law ! 

It ia my daily meditation. 
i Thou hast made me wiser than my enen 
precepts ; 

For they are ever before me. 
) I have more understanding than all my t( 

For thine ordinances are my meditation. 
> I have more wisdom than the ancients j 

Because I keep thy precepts. 



i by thy 




K.1 
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Dl I hare restraiaed mj feet from every e 

That I might keep thy 'word. 
[)2 I depart not trom thy statutes : 

Foe thou teachest me 1 
[13 How sweet are thy words to my taste ; 

Sweeter than honey to my mouth ! 
Q4 From thy precepts I learn wisdom ; 

Therefore I hate every false way. 



05 Thy word is a lamp to my feel, 
And a light to my path, 

96 I have sworu, and I will peTform it, 
That I will keep thy righteous statutes. 

97 I am exceedingly afflicted ; 

Revive me, O Lord, according to thy word ! 
96 Accept, O Lord, the free-will offering of my mouth. 

And teach me thy statutes ! 
99 My life is continually in my hand, 

Yet do I not forget thy law. 

10 The wicked lay snares for me. 

Yet do I not swerve from thy precepts. 

11 I have made thine ordinances my everlasting pos- 



For they are the joy of my heart. 
12 I have inclined my heart to perform thy statutes 

always, 
I Even to the end. 



(3 I hate impious men. 
And thy law I do Jove. 

14 Thou art my hiding-place and my shield ; 
In thy promise I put my trust ! 

15 Depart from me, ye evil-doers, 

Fox I will keep the commaDdmente of my God. 



[ 



IT 
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116 Uphold me, accoriling to thy protnise, that I mij 

And let me not be ashamed of my hope! 
117 Do thou support me, and I shall be safe. 

And I will have respect to thy statuteB continQall; I 

118 Thou castest off all, who depart from thy laws ; 
Foi their deceit is vain. 

119 Tbou throwest away all the wicked of the ' 

like dross ; 
Therefore I iofe thine 
iiO My fle»h trembleth through fear of thee, 
And 1 am afraid of thy judgments. 

121 I hare done justice and equity ; 

O leave me not to mine oppressors 1 .i 
l*J Be sutelj for thy servant for good ; 

Let nol the proud oppress me 1 
X'SH Mine eyes fail in expectation of thy help, 

And of thy gracious promise. 
121 De»l with »hy serrant according to thy d 

And li-ach me thy statutes ! 
13o I am ihy aer*ant, give me u ad erst an ding. 

Thai I may know ihine ordinances 1 
l-:!t> It ■« time for the«, O Lord, to execute judgment. 

For men despise thy law. 
127 Therefore 1 lo*« thy commandments above gold. 

Yen, above fiae gold. 
12^ Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning al ' 
thingB to be right ; 
I hate every false way. 






129 Thine ordinances are admirable 
Therefore do I observe them. 

130 The ooromunioation of thy precepts giveth light ; 
It givelh understanding to the simple. 
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V81 I open id; mouth and pant ; 

For I long for thy commandraenta. 
S32 Look thou upon me, and be gracious to me. 

According to thine equity to those, who love ihj 
I name ! 

133 Establish my footsteps in thy word, 
! And let no iniquity have dominion over me ! 

,134 Redeem me from the oppresaion of men, 

So will I keep thy precepts ! 

135 Let thy face shine on thy aertant. 
And teach me thy statutes ! 

136 Riyers of water run down mine eyes, 
Because men keep not thy law, 

137 Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
And just are thy laws ! 

138 The ordinances, which thou hast commanded, are 

just and true. 
IS9 My zeal consumeth me, 

Because my enemies forget thy words. 

140 Thy word is very pure. 
Therefore thy servant loveth it. 

141 I am mean and despised ; 

Yet do I not forget thy precepts. 

142 Thy righteousness is everlasting. 
And thy law is truth. 

143 Trouble and anguish have taken hold of me. 
But thy laws arc ray delight. 

144 The justice of thine ordinances is everlasting ; 
Give me understanding, and I shall live I 

145 I cry with my whole heart ; hear me, O Lord ! 
I will keep thy statutes. 

146 I cry unto thee ; save me ! 

I will observe thine ordinances. 
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147 I come before the dawn with my prayer ; 
I trust ill ihy promise ! 

148 My eyes anticipate tlie night-watches. 
That I may meditate upon thy word. 

149 Hear my voice according to thy goodness ; 
O Lord, revive me according to thy mercyB 

IqO They draw nigh, whose aim is mischief ; 
They are far from thy law ; 

151 Yet thou an near, O Lord I 
And all thy commandments are truth. 

152 Long have I known concerning thine ordinal 
That thou hast founded them for ever. 

153 Look npou my affliction, and deliver me 
For I do not forget thy law. 

154 Vindicate my cause, and redeem me j 
Revive me according to thy promise ! 

155 Safety is far from the wicked. 
Because ihey seek not thy statutes. 

156 Great is thy compassion, O Lord, 
Revive thou mc according to thine equity ! 

157 Many are my persecutors and my enemies. 
Yet have I not departed from thine ordinances. 

158 ^ behold the transgressors and am grieved. 

Because they regard not thy word. 

159 Behold, how I love thy precepts ! 

O revive me according to thy goodness ! 

160 Al! thy words arc true, 

And thy righteous statutes endure for e?er. 

161 Princes have persecuted me without a cause ; 
Bat my heart trembleth at thy word. 

162 I rejoice in thy word. 

As one that hath found great spoil. 
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163 I hate and abhor lying, 
And thy law do I love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praise thee, 
On account of thy righteous statutes. 

165 Great peace have they w^ho love thy law ; 
They shall not fall into adversity. 

166 Lord, I wait for thy help, 
And keep thy commandments. 

167 My soul observeth thine ordinances, 
And loveth them exceedingly. 

168 I keep thy precepts, and thine ordinances ; 
For all my ways are known to thee I 

169 Let my prayer come near before thee, O Lord ! 
According to thy promise, give^me understanding ! 

170 Let my supplication come before thee ; 
O deliver me according to thy promise I 

171 My lips shall pour forth praise. 
When thou hast taught me thy statutes. 

172 My tongue shall celebrate thy word ; 
For all thy commandments are right. 

173 Let thy hand be my help. 

For I have chosen thy precepts ! 

174 I long for thine aid, O Lord, 
And thy law is my delight. 

175 Let me live, and I will praise thee ; 
Let thy justice help me ! 

176 I wander like a lost sheep ; seek thy servant ! 
For I do not forget thy commandments. 

V. 48. My handsy i. e. I will eagerly receive and perform them. V. 83. 
lAke a butle, i. e. a leathern bottle, dried and shrank up. 
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PSALM CXX. 

Complaints concerning enemies, especially deceivers and calumniators. Ff^^ 
Terse fifth, it seems that the author of it was living in exile ; the wc^^ 
Mesech and Kedar, being used figuratively to denote a baibarous hea^ ^''^ 
country, as we should speak of living amongst the Hottentots. 

A psalm of steps. 

1 In my distress I call upon Jehovah, 
And he answereth me. 

2 O Lord deliver me from lying lips, 
From the deceitful tongue ! 

3 What profit to thee, O slanderer, 

Or what advantage is thy false tongue ? 

4 It is like the sharp arrows of the mighty ; 
Like coals of the juniper. 

5 Alas for me, that I sojourn in Mesech, 
That I dwell in the tents of Kedar ! 

6 Too long have I dwelt 
With them, that hate peace. 

7 I am for peace ; yet when I speak for it, 
They are for war. 



PSALM CXXI. 

Confidence of safety under the protection of God. Probably compostd 
during the captivity, or on the return from it See Ps. ?dv. 7. 

A psalm of steps, 

1 I LIFT up mine eyes to the hills ; 
Whence cometh my help ? 

2 My help cometh from Jehovah, 
Who made heaven and earth. 



PSALMS. 



3 He will not s 
Thy guar 

4 Beho]<l ! the guardi.i 
Doth neither slumbei 

5 Jehovah is thy guardia 
Jehovah is thj shade 

6 The sun shalJ not sm 
Nor the moon by night. 

7 Jehovah will defend thee from all evil ; 
He will preserve thy life. 

J Jehovah will defend thee, when thou goeat o 
wheo thou conicst in. 
Now and for ever I 



iuffer thy foot to stumble ; 
n doth not »lumber. 
of Israel 



t thy right hand. 
e thee by day, 



1 



PSALM CXXII. 

■I.B}mD of Uie Isrselites on iheirjoumey lo the fesiivals in Jcrusnlcm 

A psalm of steps. By David. 
I AM glad when they say to me, 
Let us go up to the hou^te of Jehovah ! 

2 Soon shall our feet stand, 
Within thy gates, Jerusalem! 

3 Jerusalem, the rebuilt city ! 
The city closely compacted ! 

4 Thither the tribes go up. 

The tribes of the Lord, according to the law 

To praise the name of Jehovah. 

5 There stand the thrones of judgment ; 
The thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray ye for the peace of Jerusalem ! 
May they prosper, that love thee 1 



90i PSALMS. [ 

7 Peace be within thy walls, 

And prosperity within thy palaces ! 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, will I say, 
Peace be within thee ! 

9 For the sake of the house of Jehovah, 
Will I wish thee prosperity ! 



PSALM CXXIII. 

Prayer for the deliverance of the Jewish nation from oppression. 

A song of steps, 

1 To thee do I lift up mine eyes, 

O thou that reignest in the heavens ! 

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of 

their masters. 
And as the eyes of a maiden to the hand of her 

mistress, 
So do our eyes look to Jehovah, our God, 
Until he have pity upon us. 

3 Have pity upon us, O Lord, have pity upon us. 
For we are overwhelmed with contempt ! 

4 We sink under the scorn of the insolent. 
And the contempt of the proud. 



CXXIY.] PSALMS. 206 

PSALM CXXIV. 

Thanksgiving for deliverance from natiooal calamity. 

A psalm of steps. By David. 

1 If the Lord had not been for us, 
Now may Israel say, 

2 If the Lord had not been for us^ 
When men rose up against us, 

3 Then had they swallowed us up alive, 
When their wrath burned against us ; 

4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us \ 
The torrents had gone over our heads ; 

5 The proud waters had gone over our heads. 

6 Blessed be the Lord, 

Who hath not given us a prey to their jaws I 

7 We have escaped, like a bird from the snare of the 

fowler ; 
The snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is with Jehovah, 
Who made heaven and earth. 



PSALM CXXV. 

Trust in Jehovah, as the protector of Israel. This psalm may refer to the 
condition of the nation after the return from captivity, when they were 
troubled by the Samaritans. See Nehem. ch. iv. 

A psalm of steps, 

1 Thet, who trust in the Lord, shall be as mount 
Zion, 
Which cannot be moved ; which standeth for ever. 

18 
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•2 As the mountaiDB are round about Jeiuaalem, 
So Jehovah U round about his people, 
Now and for ever I 

3 For the sceplre of the wicked shall not remain u p — ~-^^ 
Ihe portion of the righteous. 

Lest the righteous put forth their hands to iniquity. 

4 Do good, O Lord, to the good ; 
To them that are upright in heart ! 

5 But such as turn aside to their croaked ways, 
May Jehovah destroy them with the evil-doers ! 
Peaceibe to Israel ! 



PSALM OXXVL 



A ^salm of steps. 

1 When Jehovah brought back the captives of Zion, 

We were like them that dream. 
3 Then waa our mouth filled with laughter, 

And our tongue with ainging; 

Then said they among the nations, 

Jehovah hath done great things for them 1 

3 Jehovah hath done great things for us, 
For which we are glad. 

4 Bring back, O Lord, the rest of our captives. 
Like streams in a dry land ! 

5 They, who sow in tears, 
Shall reap in joy. 



CX3CVI.] PSALMS. 

tHe, who goeth forth weeping, with his se 
Shall return rejoicing, with his sheaves, 
ifa< 



PSALM cxxvn. 



Wilfaoul the blessing or God nolbing prospers. This paalm maj hive biieii 
ascribed Id SolnmoD, merely becnuie meDliaii ia made of a hoiae m the 
Gisl line. Bui il is evident from Ifae conneiion lliBt a privBte house wai 
ialended. 

A psalm of steps. Of Solomon. 

1 Except the Lord build the house. 
The builders labor in vain ; 
Except the Lord guard the city, 
The watchman waketli in vain. 

2 In vain ye rise uj) early, and go to rest late, 
And eat the bread of care ! 

The same giveth he his beloted in sleep. 

3 Behold ! children are an inheritance from the Lord ; 
And the fruit of the womb is his gift. 

4 As arrows in the hand of the warrior, 
e the children of youth. 

i Happy the man that bath hia quiver full of them ! 
They shall not be put to shame ; 
They shall destroy the enemies in the gate. 

I T. 2. Aik^, i. e. wilboul aoiielj and wearijiesi on their pan. 



PSALM CXXVIII. 

Tbn advsDlage* oT piely. 
A psalm of steps. 
1 Happy ia he, who feaieth the Lord, 

Who walketh in bia ways ! 
3 Thou ehnlt est the labor of thine hands; 
Happy shalt thou be, and see prosperity ! 

3 Thy wife shall be like a fruitful vine, within thy house j 
Thy children like olive-branches round about thy table. 

4 Behold I thus happy is the man who feareth the Lord! 

5 Jehovah shall bless thee out of ZioD, 

And thou shall see the prosperity of JeruaaJem all the 
days of thy life ; 

6 Yea, thou aholt see thy children's children. 
Peace be to Israel ! 



PSALM CXXIX. 



1 Much have they afflicted me from my youtl 

May Israel now say ; 

2 Much have they afllicted me from tny youth. 
Yet have they nol prevailed against me. 

3 The ploughers ploughed up my back ; 
They made long their furrows ; 

4 But Jehovah was righteous; 

He cut asunder the cords of the wicked. 

5 Let all be driven back with shame, 
Who hate Zion I 




CJCXIX.T 

6 Let them be as grass upoa the house-tope, 
Which withereth before one pulleth it up ; 

7 With which the mowei filleth not his hand. 
Nor he that bindeth sheaves his arma ! 

8 And they, who pass by, do not say, 

" The blessing of the Lord be upon yon I 
" We bless you in the name of the Lord ! " 



PSALM CXXX. 



A psalm of steps. 
1 OtTof deep waters do I cry to thee, O Jehovah I 
3 O Lord, listen to my voice, 

Let thine ears be attentive to my supplication I 

3 If thou shouldst treasure up transgiessions, 
Lord, who could stand 1 

4 But with thee is forgiveness, 
That thou mayet be feared. 

6 I truBt in Jehovah ; my soul doth trust. 

And in his promise do I confide. 
6 My soul waiteth for Jehovah 

More than the watchman for the morning ; 

Tea, more than the watchman for the morning ! 



7 Let Israel trust in Jehovah ! 
For with him is mercy, 

And with him is plenteous redemptio 

8 He will redeem Israel 
From all his inii^uilies. 

18» 



PSALM CXXXI. 



A psalm of tltps ; of David. 
O Lord, my heart is not haughty, 



lofty; 
I aim at nothing, which is t 






aor my eyes 
too high for 



2 Yea, I have composed and quieted my Boul, 
Like a weaned child with respect to his mother ; 
My soul is like a weaiied child. 

3 Let Israel trust in Jehovah, 
Now and for ever ! 



PSALM CXXXII. 



A psalm of steps. 

1 O Lord, remember David, 
And all his affliction ' 

2 How he Bware to Jehovah, 

And vowed to the mighty one of Jacob ; 

3 " I will not go into my hooae, 
" Nor lie down on my bed ; 

4 " I will not ^ire sleep to my eyes, 
" Nor slumber to my eyelids ; 

5 " Until I find a place for Jehovah, 

" A habitation for the mighty one of Jacob." 



6 Behold we beard of it at Ephratah ; 
We found it in the fields of Jaar. 

7 Let U3 go into his tabernacle ; 

»Let ua worship at liis footstool ! 
8 Arise, O Jehovah, into thy rest, 
Thou, and the ark of thy glory ! 
9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousnesa, 
And thy servants shout for joy I 

10 For the sake of thy servant David, 
Reject not the prayer of thine anointed 1 

11 Jehovah hath sworn in truth unto David, 

I And he wilt not depart from it ; 
I " The fruit of thy body will I set upon the throne. 
|3 " If thy children keep nty covenant, 
" And my statutes, which I teach them, 
" Their children also throughout all ages 
, " Shall sit upon thy throne." 
J8 For Jehovah hath chosen Zion ; 
' He hath desired it, as his dwelling'place. 
14 " This is my rest foi- ever ; 

" Here will 1 dwell, for I have chosen it. 

15 " I will abundantly bless her provision ; 
" I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 " I will also clothe het priests with salvation, 
"And her servants shall shout aloud for joy. 

17 " There will I exalt the power of David ; 
" I will prepare a light for mine anointed. 

18 " His enemies will I clothe with shame, 
And the crown shall glitter upon his head." 



i 



\. 
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PSALM CXXXIII. 

Praise of unity amongst brethren. 

A psalm of steps ; by David, 

1 Behold ! how good and pleasant it is 
For brethren to dwell together in unity ! 

2 It is like precious perfume upon the head,. 
Which ran down upon the beard, 

The beard of Aaron, 

To the very border of his garments ; 

3 Like the dew of Hermon ; 

Like that which descendeth upon the mountains of 
Zion. 
^ For there Jehovah commandeth a blessing. 
Even prosperity for ever- 



PSALM CXXXIV. 

Exhortation to the servants of the temple to celebrate the praises of God. 

A psalm of steps, 

1 O PRAISE Jehovah, all ye servants of Jehovah,. 
Who stand in the house of Jehovah by night ! 

2 Lift up your hands to the sanctuary. 
And praise Jehovah ! 

3 May Jehovah, who made heaven and earthy 
Bless thee out of Zion ! 



^^^H^^H| 
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PSALM CXXXV. 


A psaJni of praise lo Jeliovah. 


1 Praise ye tbe Lord ! 


Praise ye the name of JehoFah ; 


Praise him, O je servants of the Lord 1 


2 Ye, who stand in the house of Jehovah. 


In the courla of the house of our God ! 


3 Praise ye Jeliovah. for he is good ; 


Praise hi.s name, for he is kind ! 


4 For Jehovah chose Jacob for himself. 


And Israel for his possession. 


5 I know that .Tehovali is great; 


Thai our Lord la above all gods. .^'^ 


6 All, that Jehovah jrieaseth, that he doth, » * "^ 


In heaven and upon earth. 


In the sea, and in all deeps. 


7 He causeth the clouds to ascend from the ends of the 


earth ; 


He maketh lightnings with rain ; 


He bringeth the wind from his store-houses. 


8 He smote the first-born of Egypt, 


Both of man and beast. 


& He sent signs and wonders into the midst of tliee. 


Egypt, 


Against Pharaoh and all his servants. 


10 He smote many nations, 


And slew mighty kings; 


11 Sihon, the king of the Amorites, 


And Og, the king of Bashan, 


And all Ihe kings of Canaan. 


Vi And gave their land for an inheritance ; 


For an inheritance to Israel, his people. 

' 1 



13 Thy name, O JehoTih, endureth for ever. 
And thy glory to all generations I 

14 For Jehovah maintaineth the cause of his people, 
He hath com pass toD od his servants. 

15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold. 
The work of men's hands. 

16 They have mouths, but they speak not ; 
Eyes have they, but they see not. 

17 They have ears, but they hear not; 

A nose, but there is no breath in their nostrils. 

18 They that make them are like them ; 
So ia every one that trusteth in them. 

19 Praise Jehovah, O house of Israel ! 
Praise Jehovah, O house of Aaron ! 

I. 20 Praise Jehovah, O house of Levi ! 
< Ye that fear Jehovah, bless Jehovah 
SI Praised he Jehovah out of Zion, 
He, that dwellelh in Jerusalem! 
Praise ye the Lord I 



PSALM CXXXVI. 



M 




1 O GIVE thanks to Jehovah, for he is kind ; 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

2 O give thanks to the God of gods. 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

3 O giv8 thanks to the Lord of lords. 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 

4 To him, who alone doth great wonders. 
For his goodness endureth for ever! 

5 To him that made the heavens with wisdom 
For his goodness endureth for ever ! 



1 



VP 


■{^■■■H 


<J3axvi~ 




6 To him that spread out the earth upoD the waters ; | 


For bis goodnes 


H endureth forever! J 


7 To him thai made the great lights ; | 


For his goodnes 


s endureth for ever ! J 


8 The sun to rule 


the ^^^ 


For his gooduea 


a endureth for ever ^^^^^| 


9 The moon and 


tars to rule the night ; ^^^^^| 


For his goodnes 


s endureth for ever ! ^^^^B 


10 To him that sra 


ote the first-born of Egypt : H 


For his goodness endureth for ever 1 ^ 


11 And brought Is 


rael from the midst of them : 


For his goodness endureth for ever ! 


12 "With a strong hand and an outatretched arm ; 


For his goodne 


a endureth for ever ! 


13 To him, who d 


vided the red sea into parts ; 


For hia goodne 


s endureth for ever ! 


14 And made Isra 


I to pass through the midst of it ; 


For his goodness endureth for ever ! 


• 15 And overthrew 


Pharaoh and his host in the red sea ; 


For his goodne 


s endureth for ever 1 


16 To him, who led his people through the wilderness ; 


For his goodne 


ss endureth for everl 


17 To him, who s 


note great kings ; 


For his goodne 


sa endureth for ever ! 


18 And slew mighty kings ; 


For his goodne 


ss endureth for ever ! 


19 Sihon, the king of the Amorites ; 


For his goodness endureth for ever 1 


20 And Og, the k 


ng of Bashan ; li^^^^H 


For his goodness endureth for ever ! ^^^^^| 


21 And gave thei 


land for an inheritance ^^^^H 


For his goodne 


ss endureth for ever ^^^^^H 


22 For an inherit 


nee to Israel his servant ; ^^^^H 


For his goodness endureth for ever 1 ' ^^^^^| 



23 Who remembered us in our low 
For his goodness endureth for e 

24 And redeemed aa from our enemies ; 
For his goodness endurelh for e 

25 Who giveth food unto all ; 
For his goodness eadurcth for e' 

26 O give thaoks to the God of heaven ; 
For his goodness endureth for e 



PSALM CXXXVII, 



1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, ] 

we wept, 
When we remembered ZioD. 

2 We hanged our linrps upon the willows of the lani 

3 For there they that carried us away captive reqi 



tive requilai 

I 



They that wasted us required of us mirtU 
"Sing us one of the songsofZionI 

4 How shall we sing Jehovah's song 
In a strange land 1 

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
Let my right hand forget her cunning ! 

e If I do not remember thee, j 

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ! 
If I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy ! I 

7 Remember, O Lord, the conduct of the children 

Edom, 
In the day of the calamity of Jerusalem ! | 

Who said. Raze it, 
Raze it to the very foundations I 



I 



r 


^ 
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8 daughter of Babylon, ttiou destroyer ! 




Happy may he be, who requitelh thee. 




Aa thou hast deaJt with us ! 




9 Happy may he be, who taketh thy little ones. 




^ And dasheth them against the stones ! - 


J 


^B PSALM CXXXVIII. 


1 


^^VVluuiksgiving for deliverance. Thi; ptalm \a connnonlj suppoied La refer 


\ 


^^R lo the circumsl3ii<»< of Daviil, when, aHer Ihe deaih orSBuJ, he was es- 




^H Ubliahed DD Lhe ihrone. De Weite ILidks Ihsl il beari ihe narks of n 




^^B later age ihan ibai of David. 




^m A psalm of David. 




^^P 1 I WILL praise thee with my whole heart ; 




^M Before the gods wilJ I sing praise to thee ; 




^H S I will worship toward thy holy temple. 




^M And praise thee for thy goodness and thy truth ; 




^■* For thou hast made thy promise greater than all thy 




^m praise 




^1 3 In the day, when I called, thou didst hear me i 




^^ Thou didst strengthen me, and encourage my soul. 




^B 4 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee. 




^H When they hear the promises of thy mouth; 




^m 5 Yea, they shall sing of the ways of Jehovah, 




^V For great is Jehovah's glory. 




H 6 Jehovah is high, yet he looketh upon the humble. 




^1 And the proud he knoweth from afar. 




^1 7 Though I walk through the midst of trouble, thou 




H^ y/ih revive me ; 




^H Thou wilt stretch forth thy hand against the wrath of 




^H my enemies ; 




^H Thou wilt save me by thy right hand ! 




I 1 


1 



8 JehoTah will perform all thiage for me ; 
Thy goodness, O Lord, endureth for ever; 
Forsake nol the works of thine hands ! 



PSALM CXXXIX. 

The uBJvi-fssl prcsean and knowledge of God. On Hi-dount of cerlal 
Cbelilaic famu whivb occur ia ii, several criiicE assign ibis piialm lo alsH 
ige Ihao th[il<ill>Bvid. 

For tke leader oflhr music. A psalm of David. 

1 O LoBD, thou hast searched me and known me. 

2 Thou knowcat my resting and my rising ; 
Thou luiderstandesl my thoughts from afar. 

3 Thou seest my path and my lying down. 
And art aujuainted with all my ways ! 

4 Before the word is upon my tongue, 
Behold, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether! 

5 Thou cnclosest me behind and before. 
And layesl thine hand upon me ! 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; 
II is high, I cannot attain to it ! 

7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit. 

And whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 

8 If I ascend into heaven, thou art there ! 

If I make my bed in Hades, behold, thou art there ! 

9 Should I take the wings of ihe morning. 
And dwell in the remotest parts of the sea, 

10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
And thy right hand shall hold me ! 

11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall conceal me; 
Even the night shall be light about me. 

12 Yea, the darkness liideth not from thee, 
But the night shineth as the day ; 

The darknesa and the light are both alike to thee '. 




cxxxix.i 
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HI 



13 For thou didst form mj reins ; 

Thou didst shelter me in my mother's womb. 

14 I will praise thee ; for I am fearfully and wotiderfully 

Marvellous are thy works, 

AdJ this my soul knoweih full well ! 

15 My substance was not hidden from thee, 
When I was made in secret ; 

When I was curiously wrought in the lower parts of 
the earth. 

16 Thine eyes did see my subslance, while yet unformed ; 
And in ihy book was every thing written ; 

My days were appointed, before one of them existed. 

1 7 How incomprehensible to me are thy thoughts, O God 1 
How immense their sum I 

18 If I should count them, they would outnumber the 
I ..„d; 

I When I awake, I am still with thee 1 



I 



19 O that thou wouldst slay the wicked, O God ! 

Ye men of blood, depart from me ! 
5W For they speak evil against thee ; 

Thine enemies are lifted up to utter impiety. 
ai Do I not hate them that hate thee, O Jehovah t 

Do I not abhor them, that rise up against thee 1 
22 Yea, I hate fheni with perfect hatred ; 

I count them mine enemies. 
S3 Search me, O God, and know my heart j 

Try me, and know my thoughts ; 
34 And see, if there be any idolatrous way in tae, 

And lead me in the ancient way ! 

V. 8. Hades, i. e. a plare very deep under gmund, lupposed hy Iha nn- 



PSALMS. [CXL. 



PSALM CXL. 

Prayer for aid against the wicked. Commonly supposed to have been 
composed by David, in reference to the persecution of Saul and his 
courtiers. 

For the leader of the music, A psalm of David. 

1 Deliver me, O God, from the evil man ; 
Save me from the man of violence ! 

2 Who meditate mischief in their hearts, 
And daily stir up war. 

3 They sharpen their tongues like a serpent ; 
The poison of the adder is under their lips. 

4 Defend me, O God, from the hands of the wicked ; 
Preserve me from men of violence, 

Who have resolved to cause my fall ! 

5 The proud have hidden snares and cords for me ; 
They have spread a net by the way-side ; 

They have set gins for me. 

6 I say to Jehovah, Thou art my God ; 

Hear, O Jehovah, the voice of my supplication ! 

7 O Lord Jehovah, thou art my powerful aid \ 
Thou shelterest my head in the day of battle. 

8 Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the wicked ; 
Let not their devices prosper ; 

Let them not exalt themselves ! 

9 As for the heads of those, that encompass me, 
Let the mischief of their own lips cover them. 

10 Let burning coals fall upon them; 
May they be cast into the fire ; 

And into deep waters, from which they shall never 
arise ! 

11 The slanderer shall not be established upon the 

earth; 
Evil shall pursue the violent man to destruction. 



•^Xl-,] PSALMS. 

■■52 J know that Jehovali will maintain thi 
afflicted. 
And defend the rights of the poor. 
* 3 Yea, the righteous shiill praise thy name 

The upright shall dwell in thy presence! 




PSALM CXLI. 

- prayer for deliverance. Some suppose it lo be a compmition of Divid, 
Staving reference lo his distress caused by Ihe pftaecniioa of Saul ; 
«lhen, ibalitnas wriitEn by an exile during- Ibe cbptivhy. 

For the leader of the music. A psalm of David. 

3 I cay to thee, O Lord ! make haste unto me ! 

Giye ear to my voice, when I cry unto thee ! 
S Let my prayer come before thee as incense, 

And the lifting up of my hands, as the evening sacri- 
fice ! 

3 Set a watch, O Jehovah, before my mouth ; 
Keep the door of my lips ! 

4 Let not my heart incline to any evil thing ; 

Let me not practise wickedness with the impious ; 
And let me not eat of their delicacies ! 

5 Let the righteous smite me ; it shall be a kindness : 
Let him reprove me, and it shall be oil for my head ; 
Let bim repeat it, and my head shall not refuse it ; 
But now I pray against their wickedness ! 

6 Their judges were dismissed by the aide of the 

rock; 
They heard my words, which were penceful. 

7 Our bones are scattered at the grave's mouth, 

Like clods of earth, and chips of wood upon the 

19» 
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my life be poured o 
: me Trom the soari 



which ihey have . 



And from the gine of evil-doers! 
10 Let the wtcked fall iato their own nets togethet 
Whilst I make my escape ! 



Jnvid ii aaid lo hare 
Id that of Engedi, 

bave been anggenvd 
of prison," in Terw 



PSALM CXLir. 

Hie Hebre» iiUe of ihis psalm is aniiguous, jm> 
been in ihecBve of Adullam, i Snm. ch. »»ll., , 
ch. uiv. Itbu boeo lemarkeil Itaal the lUle m 

A psalm of David ; a prayer, when he was in the cave. 

1 I CKT unto the Lord with my voice ; 

With my voice to the Lord do I make my supplica- 

2 I pouT out my complaint before him ; 
I declare before him my distress. 

3 When my spirit was overwhelmed, 
Thou kneweet my path ! 

In the way, which I walk, they nave hid a snare for 

4 I look on my right hand, and behold 
But no man will know me ; 
Refuge faileth me ; 
No one careth for me. 

5 I cry unto thee, O Lord ! 
I say. Thou art my refuge ; 
My portion in the land of the living. 




CXLII.] P8ALM8. 

6 Attend to my cry, for I am brought very low ; 

Delii'er me from my persecutors. 

For they prevail against me ! 
7 Bring me out of prison, 

That I may praise thy name ! 

The righteous shall gather around me. 

When thou shalt show me thy favor. 



PSALM CXLIH. 

A lasyerlbr dpliseranee from enemies. Commoolj' luppoeed to faava I 
eompoted by David during Ihe rehalJIon of Abjalom, Soma, howa 
regard it as one of lh« psalms of lomeulalion, romoosed for ihe lu 
the whole people, and repre>4enirn^ them uodtr the unage of a perac 



A psalm of David. 
Heak my prayer, O Lord ! give ear to my auppli- 



cations ; 
In thy faithfulness ; 



I, and in thy righteoua- 



2 Enter not into judgment with thy servant. 
For no man living is righteous before thee. 

3 For my enemy puraueth me ; 

He hath smitten me to the ground ; 
He hath made me dwell in darkness, 
As those that have been long dead. 

4 My spirit within me is overu'helmed ; 
My heart within me is de^^olate. 

5 I remember the days of old ; 
I meditate on all thy works ; 

I muse on the deeds of thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands unto thee ; 

Mj soul thirsieth for thee, like a parched land. 



PSALMS. [CXLUr. 

7 Hear me speedily, O Jehovah ! 
My spirit faileth ; 

Hide not thy face from me, 

For I am become like those who go down to the pit ! 

8 Cause me to see thy goodness speedily ! 
For in thee do I trust ; 

Make known to me the way which I should take ! 
For to thee do I lift up my soul. 

9 Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies ! 
For to thee do I disclose my distress. 

10 Teach me to do thy will, 
For thou art my God ! 

Let thy good spirit lead me in a smooth way ! 

11 Revive me, O Jehovah, for thy name's sake ! 
According to thy goodness, bring me out of my dis- 
tress ! 

12 According to thy compassion, cut off mine enemies, 
And destroy all that distress me ! 

For I am thy servant. 



PSALM CXLIV. 

Prayer against enemies, and supplication for blessings upon the people. By 
some critics this psalm is supposed to refer to the war of David with the 
Ammonites, 2 Sam. ch. x. De Welte brings forward several arguments 
to show that this psalm is an imitation, or compilation, of a later age than 
that of David. Verse tenth, in its connexion, is rather against the suppo- 
sition that David is the author, thou^ it may have suggested the He- 
brew title. 

A psalm of David, 

1 Blessed be Jehovah, my rock. 
Who teacheth my hands to war. 
And my fingers to fight ! 
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3 He, who is my patron, and my fortress ; 
My high tower, and my deliverer ; 
My shield, in whom I seek refuge. 
Who subdueth the naiions under mo. 

3 Lord, what ia man, that thou art mindful of him, 

Or the son of man, that thou makeat account of him 1 

4 Man is like a vapor; 

His life ia like a shadow, that passeth away. 

5 Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down ; 
Touch the mountains, that they may smoke ! 

6 Cast forth lightnings, and scatter them; 
Shoot forth thine arrows, and destroy them ! 

7 Send forth thine hand from above ; 
Rescue and save me from deep waters ; 
From the hands of children of a foreign land, 

8 Whose mouth uttereth deceit. 

And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood ! 

9 I will sing to thee a new song, O God ! 

Upon a ten-stringed psaltery will I sing praise to thee ; 

10 To thee, who givest victory to kings, 

Who deliverest David, thy servant, from the destruc- 
tive sword ! 

11 Rescue and deliver me from the hands of children of 

a foreign land, 
Whose mouth uttereth deceit. 
And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood ! 

12 That our sons may be aa plants. 
Grown up in their youth; 

Our daughters as well-polished corner-pillars, 
In the style of a palace 1 



1 
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13 That our garners may be full, 
Affording all kinds of store ; 

That our sheep may bring forth thousands. 
And ten-thousands in our streets ; 

14 That our herds may be fruitful ; 

That there be no breaking in, nor going out. 
And no outcry in our streets. 

15 Happy the people, that is in such a state ; 
Yea, happy the people, whose God is Jehovah ! 



PSALM CXLV. 

Praise to God for his righteous and merciful government, and kind provi- 
dence. This is one of the alphabetic psalms. 

A song of praise. By David, 

1 I WILL extol thee, my God, my King ! 
I will praise thy name for ever and ever ! 

2 Every day will I bless thee. 

And praise thy name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised ; 
Yea, his greatness is unsearchable. 

4 One generation shall praise thy works to another, 
And shall declare thy mighty deeds. 

5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of thy majesty. 
And of thy wonderful works. 

6 Men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts. 
And I will declare thy greatness. 

7 They shall proclaim the praise of thy great goodness. 
And sing of thy bounty. 

8 Jehovah is gracious, and full of compassion, 
Slow to anger, and rich in mercy. 
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9 Jehovah is good to all, 
And his tender mercies are over all his works. 

10 All thy works praise thee, O Lord, 
And thy servants bless thee ! 

11 They speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 
And talk of thy power ; 

12 To make known to the sons of men thy mighty deeds, 
And the glorious majesty of thy kingdom. 

13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. 

And thy dominion endureth throughout all genera- 

U The Lord uplioldeth all that fall. 

And raiseth up all that ate bowed down. 

15 The eyes of all wait upon thee. 

And thou givest them their meat in due season ; 

16 Thou openest thine hand. 

And aatisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

17 The Lord is gracious in ali his ways, 
And merciful in all his works. 

18 The Lord is nigh to all that call upon him ; 
To all that call upon him in truth. 

19 He fultilleth the desire of them that fear him ; 
He heareth their cry, and helpeth them. 

30 The Lord preaerveth all that love him ; 

But all the wicked he will destroy. 
91 My mouth shall speak the praise of Jehovah ; 

Let all men lilesa his holy name for ever and ever! 



PSALM CXLVI. 

V luslire andracrcy of God. 



Peaise ye the Lord ! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
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3 The LoriJ rebuildelh Jerusalem ; 
bleth the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heaJeCh the brokeu in heart, 
And bindeth up their wounds. 

4 He counteth the number of the stars; 
He caileth them ail by their names. 

5 4jreat is our Lord, and mighty in power ; 
And infinite is his understanding. 

€ The Lordlifteth up the lowly ; 

He bringeth the wicked to the ground. 



I 

^H Sing praises to our God upon the harp 1 
^^B S He corereth the heavens with clouds ; 
^H He prepareth rain for the earth ; 
^^P He causeth grass to grow upon the mountains ; 
^^ 9 He giveth to the wild beast his food. 

And to the young ravens, that cry to him. 
XO He delighteth not in the strength of the horse. 

He taketh not pleasure jn the feet of man. 
1.1 The Lord taketh pleasure in those, who revere h 
In those who trust in his mercy. 

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem ! 
Praise thy God, O Zion ! 

13 For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates ; 
He hath blessed thy children within thee. 

14 He maketh peace in thy borders. 

And satisfielh thee with the finest of the wheat. 

15 He sendeth forth hi.s word to the earth ; 
His command runneth very swiftly. 

^m 16 He giveth snow like wool, 

^H And ecatlereth the hoar-frost like ashes. 
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17 He casteth forth his ice like morsels ; 
Who can stand before his cold ? 

18 He sendeth his word and melteth them ; 

He maketh his wind to rise, and the waters flow. 

19 He publisheth his word to Jacob ; 
His statutes and laws to Israel. 

20 He hath dealt in this manner with no other nation ; 
No other nation hath known his statutes. 

Praise ye the Lord 1 

y. 10. He delighteth tu4, dec. i. e. He favors not those, who trust in caval- 
ry or bfantry. 



PSALM CXLVIII. 

Invocation of the heavens and tke earth to praise the Lord. 

1 Praise ye the Lord ! 
Praise Jehovah in heaven ; 
Praise him in the heights ! 

2 Praise him, all ye his angels; 
Praise him, all ye his hosts ! 

3 Praise ye him, sun and moon ; 
Praise him, all ye stars of light ! 

4 Praise him, ye highest heavens I 

Ye waters, that are above the heavens I 

5 Let them praise the name of Jehovah ; 
For he commanded, and they were created. 

6 He hath also established them for ever ; 

He hath given them laws, which they do not trans- 
gress. 

7 Praise Jehovah upon the earth ; 
Ye sea-monsters, and all deeps ! 
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8 Fire and hail ; snow and vapor ; 


L Thou tempest, that fulfillest his word ! 


^m 9 Ye mountains, and all hilts ; 


^M Fruit-trees, and all cedars ! 


■ 10 Ye wild beasts, and all catile ; 


^H - Ye animals that creep, and ye birds that fly ! 


B^ 11 Ye kings, and all people, 


Princes, and all judges of the earth ! i 


12 Young men and maidens ; 1 


Old men and children ; ^^J 


L 13 Let them praise the name of Jehovah ! *'^B^1 


^M For bis name alone is eitalted ; ^^^^| 


B His glory is above the earth and heavens. ^^^H 


14 He exalteth the power of his people ; T 


The praise of all his servants ; 1 


L The children of Israel, the people near to him. ' 


B Praise ye the Lord 1 1 


H PSALM GXLIX. ^^H 


Praise lo God for nslionol blessings, aspoeially for success againsl fbroign 


eneinie). 


• 1 Praise ye the Lord ! 

^L Sing unto Jehovah a new song I 

H His praise in the assembly of the devout t 


^B 2 Let Israel rejoice in his maker ; 


H Let the sons of Zion be joyful in their king ! 


H 3 Let them praise his name in the dance ; 


^1 Let them praise him with the timbrel and harp ! 


H 4 For Jehovah taketh pleasure in his people ; 


^M He will beautify the distressed with salvation. 
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5 Let the pious rejoice in their glory, J 


Let them s 


out for joy upon their beds ! ^ 


6 Let the praisea of God be in their mouth, ^| 


And a two- 


edged sword in their hand, ^M 


7 To execute 


vengeance upon the nations, ^| 




8 To bind til 


ir kings with chains, ^M 


And their nobles with fetters of iron ; | 


9 To execute 


upon them the sentence, which is written ; H 


Such honor 


have all the pious. ^H 


Praise ye the Lord ! ^H 




PSALM CL. ■ 


ExhortBli™Wpra."»G<«i. It ha? bpen supposed ihBl Ihe fin( and iMl line. B 


oflhis palm were 


auiig hy ll,e whole band of singers, Hiid Uial the oiher V 


lines were sung r 




« bj Buoiher po 
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1 Praise ye the Lord ! ^ 


Praise God 


inhl,..„ct».r,! m 


Praise him 


n his glorious firmament ! ^M 


2 Praiae him 


or his mighty deeds ! ^M 


Praise him according to his excellent greatness ! ^| 


3 Praise him 


with the sound of trumpets ! ^M 


Praise him 


with the psaltery and harp 1 H 


4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance ! ^ 


Praise him 


with stringed instruments and pipes ! H 


5 Praise him 


with the clear-sounding cymbals ! H 


Praiae him 


ivith the high-sounding cymbals ! H 


6 Let every thing that hath breath praiae the Lord ! ^ 


Praise ye th 


e Lord I ^M 


■ J 


FINIS. ^^^^1 
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